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Preface
Writings from Life is a process-oriented writing textbook that helps students continue
to grow and improve as writers. Students learn by writing, and the textbook provides
a variety of writing assignments that require students to develop and apply different
writing and thinking skills as they progress through the book.

Writing Process
In each unit, students use the writing process in the text to develop their paper. The
basic process of prewriting, drafting, revision, and editing is repeated in each unit,
with new instructional elements introduced in each section that apply to the type of
writing the students are doing. The process is repeated in each unit so that students
become familiar and comfortable with the approach to use for any writing they
may do.
The text also recognizes the individual differences among writers. For some
writers, prewriting may involve detailed planning while for others, it may involve
coming up with an idea to get started. The text acknowledges such differences and
allows for individual flexibility within the writing process rather than a one-size-fitsall model. The textbook also recognizes that some students come to the course with
considerable writing experience, and they are encouraged to meld what they learn
from the text with their previous experiences to create the most effective personalized
writing process.

Writing Assignments
The title Writings from Life indicates the kind of writing students will do: writings
based on their personal experiences, interests, observations, knowledge, beliefs, and
opinions. They write about aspects of their lives, and the world around them, that
they find most important, significant, and interesting. They use the writing process
in the textbook, along with the instructional guides, to develop and express their ideas
most effectively.

Writing as Communication
Writings from Life also emphasizes writing as a form of communication. To that
end, students write for different reading audiences, such as their classmates, and for a
particular purpose: to inform, entertain, influence, educate, or move readers to action.
The writing assignments in the text are real in that they are written for others and for
a purpose, which is more meaningful than writing as a textbook exercise.
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Importance of Revision
Writings from Life also strongly emphasizes the role of revision in the writing process.
Throughout the text, students work on revising and improving their writing in a
number of areas: wording, organization, content development, paragraphing, openings
and conclusions, transitional wording, and so on. The text provides specific revision
guidelines for the type of writing students do in each unit.

Commonality of Writers
The text also emphasizes to students the commonality of writers and the writing
experience. It is assuring to students to discover that all writers share similar
challenges: struggling to come up with a topic; figuring out how to begin a paper;
rereading previous sentences to decide what to write next; working to stay on topic;
considering the best way to end a particular paper. Once students understand that
writing is a messy, non-linear process, they understand that the head scratching, the
long pauses, the failure to find the right word, or the constant rereading of sentences
is a part of the writing experience for all writers. Such assurance leads to greater
confidence and better writing.

Writing Correctness
As the last step in the writing process in each unit, students proofread and edit their
papers to eliminate errors. Correct writing is emphasized as the best way to showcase
a writer’s ideas, as a courtesy to readers, as a goal that all writer share.
Within each unit, the text provides instruction in the areas of punctuation, grammar
usage, and spelling where writers have the most problems: run-on sentences and
comma splices, sentence fragments, comma usage, subject-verb agreement, and so
on. Students are also taught to proofread a paper several times, looking for a different
kind of error each time. In addition, the text provides an editing checklist in each unit
for students to apply to the paper they are working on.

Writing Samples
Throughout the text are writing samples that students use in number of ways: to get
ideas for their writing, to see how writers develop, organize, and paragraph their
papers, to read and evaluate different openings and conclusions, to see how writers
develop a thesis statement, to see how writers work dialogue into their writing
effectively, and so on. The sample writings provide models for the type of writing
that students are doing and material for class or group discussion.
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Unit One
Experiences

Our lives are made up of thousands of experiences, most of which we forget over
time. However, some experiences remain etched in our minds, forever memorable due
to the impact they made on our lives.
Such experiences are a valuable part of our backgrounds, often shaping the way
that we think and feel about life. For writers, life experiences are a rich source for
writing, one that you will tap for your writing assignment in this unit.
Experiences can have a powerful effect on us for different reasons. They may be
painful, thrilling, disappointing, fulfilling, frightening, or amusing, or trigger a range
of different emotions. They may affect us in ways that we are very aware of and in
other more subtle ways. Analyzing the impact of a particular experience is a valuable
part of the writing process.
Writing about a personal experience, called narrative writing, is your first writing
assignment for several reasons. First, since you have a number of experiences to
draw from, finding a topic should not be too difficult. Second, since you will select an
experience that you remember well, you can draw on your recall of the experience to
write the paper. Third, you will write about the experience chronologically, in the
time order that it occurred, one of the most natural organizations for a paper. Fourth,
writing about a personal experience allows you to tell, or narrate, a “true” story in a
vivid, interesting way, and to analyze the impact that it had on you. Finally, narrative
writing provides readers with an interesting story, a glimpse into the life of the writer,
and an experience that they may relate to or learn from.
The papers that you write during the course will be for a reading audience,
frequently your own classmates, along with your instructor. One writing consideration
will be the impact that your writing may have on others: what they may find
interesting, what they may learn, how they may react or respond, or how they may
relate. As a writer,you share your thoughts with readers in ways that may affect their
own lives.

Why Write?
Writing texts often launch into writing activities without answering a question that is
on some students’ minds: why write? While the value of effective writing may be
evident to some students, it isn’t to all, and some may say, “I’m not going to write
much beyond school, so why should I waste my time now? Writing has little to do
with my future.” Such concerns certainly deserve a response, and there are good
reasons for all students, and for people in general, to develop their writing skills.
Here are a few you may or may not have considered:
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1.

Being able to write well is one mark of an educated person. All students
should leave college with the writing skills to communicate effectively. If
students don’t develop these skills in college, they may always struggle with
their writing.

2.

For better or worse, other people judge us by the way that we write.
Employers, for example, make critical judgments about job candidates based
on their writing ability, often selecting the person with the best-written
resume over all others.

3.

Writing can be a rewarding activity. Whether people write journals, fiction,
letters to the editor, or e-mails to friends, they often derive enjoyment and a
sense of accomplishment from their writing.

4.

There are not many jobs today that don’t require some writing, particularly
those that require at the least a four-year college degree or a two-year degree or
certification. Report writing, self-evaluations, memos, e-mail
communications, work-site improvement suggestions, questionnaires,
inventory assessments, research write-ups, grant requests, letters to
customers, suppliers, or clients, in-house studies, analysis of competitors, and
marketing studies are commonplace writing tasks across the job market.

5.

The age of electronic mail has put an added emphasis and value on writing.
With the ease of e-mailing, more written communication is occurring today
than ever, both personal and business. Never in recent times has the ability to
write effectively been more useful or important.

6.

Writing is often the most effective mode of communication, and in many
instances, the best means to an end. People use writing for many purposes: to
inquire into a health insurance billing; to request copies of college transcripts;
to rally supporters for a peace demonstration; to convince trustees not to raise
tuition; to provide experiences and work attributes to a potential employer.
The written word is a powerful tool for which people find many uses.

7.

Writing well builds self-confidence. Writers who are confident in their
ability welcome educational and professional situations where writing is
required. They are more apt to take courses that involve writing and to
consider professions where writing skills are an asset. As writers improve
their skills, they find more and more doors that open to them.

8.

Writing well leads to college success. Good writers are at a great advantage
in the classroom, often performing well in the many courses across the
curriculum that require writing.

9.

Good writing and sound thinking go together. Though some people can get
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by verbally with more style than substance, writers have only the quality of
their thoughts and their ability to express them to rely upon. When an
illogical thought sits on the page, no stylish flourishes can hide it from
discerning readers. With writing, weak thinking is most easily exposed and
sound thinking most highly valued. Writing also helps to develop sound
thinking as writers learn to support their ideas convincingly, dissect an
unsound argument, and organize and express their thoughts effectively.

Writing Process
As you write your first paper, you will be using a writing process that is similar for
most writers and that involves prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing steps.
While all writers don’t follow the same process, and may combine and configure parts
of the process in individual ways, there are enough similarities about how people
write to conclude that writing, at its best, is a process-oriented task.
The writing assignment for each unit will be divided into different parts beginning
with pre-writing activities and followed by writing a first draft, revising and
improving the draft, proofreading and editing the draft to eliminate errors, and writing
the final paper. In each unit, you will be introduced to new writing considerations
based on the writing task at hand, but the process itself will be duplicated and become
a natural part of how you write.
The text also assumes that you have had other writing experiences both in school
and out. The process approach in the text may be similar to your current writing
practices, or it may extend or alter what you are doing. In the end, you may take what
is most useful from the process approach in the text, combine it with what already
works for you, and create a most effective writing process. If you have done little
writing in the past, or have not used a process approach, the text will provide you with
a writing process that will serve you well for most writing that you may do.

Prewriting
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In each prewriting section, you prepare to write the first draft of your paper by
selecting a topic to write on and giving some thought to what you may want to include
in your paper. In the prewriting sections of the text, you will use a variety of
prewriting strategies that you will find useful for different writing tasks.

Writing Assignment 1
The title of this text, Writings from Life, indicates the kind of writing you will do for
the course: papers that are based on your experiences, interests, beliefs, and opinions.
You are writing about aspects of your life, and the world around you, that you find
important and significant. This first writing assignment begins your exploration.
You will select a particular experience that you remember well and that has had an
impact on you. As you recall memorable experiences, consider those that you
remember best and that have most affected you. Through such experiences, you may
have experienced a variety of emotions: excitement, joy, shock, anger, sadness,
disappointment, regret, satisfaction, relief, shame, or a mixture of feelings. You will
write about one particular experience that stands out and analyze its impact on you.

Free Writing
Free writing is a prewriting activity that helps writers decide what experience to write
about, what they may want to write about the experience, and how much they may
remember about it. When you free write, you write whatever comes to your mind
without concern for order, logic, or correctness. Free writing allows you to put your
thoughts on paper without being judged on your writing, and you take from your free
writing whatever might help you write your paper.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 1.1
Write freely for ten minutes or so on three or four different experiences that you
remember well and that made an impact on your life. You may write about
experiences from any time in your life. Write without hesitation or concern for what
you are putting on paper. From your free writing, you may decide on a topic for your
first paper and create some material that you will use in your first draft.
Sample free writing:
#1
When I was in grade school, my mom came home one afternoon and said my sister
was in the hospital. She had had some seizures which had hurt her brain. I didn’t
know what a seizure was or what to expect when Emily came home. I was shocked
when I finally saw her. This wasn’t the sister I had known. My fun-loving, talkative
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sister had been replaced by someone who couldn’t talk or even walk. She had to have
therapy to regain her normal abilities, and I kept waiting for my real sister to come
back to life. Unfortunately, that never happened, and I went through a terrible time of
being lonely, angry, and frightened. Eventually I grew to realize that the sister in front
of me was the only sister I would ever have. As a young child, all I could do was
selfishly think of the effects of Emily’s condition on me. Later I came to realize that
the real tragedy had befallen Em.
#2
I was on a relay in high school and our team won so I jumped in the pool to celebrate.
Trouble was, one other team on an outside lane wasn’t finished swimming yet, so
because I jumped in, our team was disqualified. The referee came over and
disqualified us because of my jumping in, and I swore at him, including the f word.
The words just came out before I could think. He wasn’t just the referee, he was also
the principal of the high school that was hosting the meet. There were other
consequences. I was kicked out of the rest of the meet. I was also suspended from the
team after the referee called our principal and told him what had happened. One big
slip of the tongue got me in a lot of trouble.
#3
When I was a senior in high school I got pregnant and had a hard decision to make.
I didn’t want to get married and neither did the father, and I wanted to go to college. I
didn’t feel I was ready to raise a baby. I thought about an abortion or adoption. My
parents weren’t against an abortion, and that seemed like the easiest way out.
However, the thought of killing my unborn baby was too strong and I couldn’t do it.
As the months went by and I felt my baby growing inside and then felt it kicking, I
began to realize that I wanted this baby, that it was a part of me. I made the decision
to keep the baby, and it didn’t ruin my life. It was the best decision I could make.
#4
When I was a young child, my cousin had a little electric car that he rode on top of. It
was a little car, but it would go almost five miles an hour. Riding up and down in
front of his house, he made it look easy, so I wanted to try. My uncle showed me
how to use the hand throttle and break and warned me not to turn the hand throttle
hard because the car would jump forward and go up on its back tires. I got on and
slowly moved forward. I went down the street a ways, turned around, and then went
back by my uncle the other way. I started to turn around again to come back, and
somehow I turned the throttle handle hard. The car jumped forward and I slid off the
back. Trouble was, I held onto the handle bars, so I was dragging on the street behind
the moving car. It stopped when it hit the curb, and my uncle ran over. I was in
shock and crying, and my legs and stomach were burning. I ended up with some good
road burns and more pain than I’d ever experienced. To this day I remember that
accident clearly and the days that followed in the doctor’s office and the long nights
when I couldn’t sleep. I learned a painful lesson.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Prewriting Activity 1.2
Take some time to reflect on your free writing and also on other experiences that you
may have not included. In the end, select an experience to write about following
these suggestions.
1.

Choose an experience that you want to write about and that you remember
clearly.

2.

Choose an experience that readers - your classmates - may find interesting or
get something out of.

3.

Choose an experience that had a powerful effect on your life, or that may still
affect you.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 1.3
After you have decided upon a particular experience to write about, spend some time
thinking about the impact of that experience on your life. Consider what you may
have learned from it, how it may have changed you or your life circumstances, what
you may have learned about yourself or other people, or how it may have changed
your way of thinking about someone or something. Then write freely for a few
minutes about the impact the experience has had on you, and include anything that
comes to your mind.
Sample Freewriting
From #1
Emily’s sickness changed my life forever. I had lost the sister I had always known,
my talkative, fun-loving best friend. A loneliness remains with me today for that lost
sister. But I came to understand that what happened to Em wasn’t her fault and that
she had suffered the greatest tragedy, not me. Because of Em, I grew less selfcentered, I learned to love more deeply, and I discovered that helping others had its
own rewards. I’m a better person because of my sister, and I treasure the time that we
have together. I hope that she is in my life for a long time.
From #2
I realized that I really have to watch my mouth, that bad language comes out of it
really easy when I get mad or upset and that I don’t even think about it. I think that’s
because that’s the way I’ve often acted around my brothers, just cussed them out
when I get mad, and then I did it to the principal without thinking at all - it just
happened. But more than that, I realized that when I mess up like I did, it affects more
people than just me, and that made me feel ashamed of myself. I was ashamed at how
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my coach felt about what I did and our principal and of course my mom and dad and
even my grandma found out about it. It was like a bad chain reaction and I felt like I
let everyone down. I wanted everyone to know I wasn’t a bad person but something
like what I did can mark you for awhile, except there were always some kids at school
who thought it was really a cool thing but I know it wasn’t. Since that experience
I’ve really watched myself and haven’t cussed so badly when I get mad or frustrated.
Really it’s just a bad habit I need to break.
From #3
I learned some things about myself, like I’m a stronger person than I thought I was.
Going through pregnancy and staying in school was tough, but I finished up in
continuation school the last semester and graduated. I also knew that the baby’s
father and I didn’t have a future together and that I’d be raising the baby on my own,
with my mom’s help. That’s something I’ve been able to do, and I love my daughter
and try to be the best mom I can. You also find out who your real friends are when
you get in a tough situation. I had some friends who never judged me and were there
for me whenever I needed them. They really helped me get through my pregnancy.
Finally, I realized what a great mom I have, although I already knew that but the way
she’s helped me is more than I could ask for. Thanks to her I’m able to attend college
while she takes care of my baby. She also said I always have a place to stay with
them as long as I need to, which may be quite a while. She’s been a second mom
to my baby, and I know she will always be a big part of my daughter’s life.
From #4
The pain I think is what I remember the most. I knew as a young child that I didn’t
want to experience that kind of pain again. I was afraid to ride any kind of a
motorized car or bike or scooter after that, and I still am. I realized as I got a little
older that it only takes one bad fall to really mess you up, and you never know when
that’s going to happen. So I’ve been pretty cautious because of that experience, and I
still am today. It took me longer than most kids to learn to ride a bike, and I never got
good on a skateboard or a scooter, probably because I was so cautious and anxious
about falling. I realized that an accident like that, even at an early age, can stay with
you for a long time, maybe a lifetime. I know it will also affect how I raise my own
children if I have any. I know I’m not going to let them do anything like I did with
that car. I also know that when they do ride a bike or something, they’re going to
wear helmets and pads and long pants, all the things I didn’t have on when I took my
spill. I can still remember the feeling of getting dragged along the street behind that
car and it was like I wasn’t able to let go of the handles. That was one scary
experience for a six year old.
____________________________________________________________________

First Drafts
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After you have completed your prewriting work, you are ready to write the first draft
of your paper. This draft is the first version of your paper, the first time you put the
complete experience into words. It will be followed by a second revised draft, and
other subsequent drafts may follow until you are satisfied with the finished product.
Writing drafts is a part of the writing process for most writers, and the writing
usually improves with each draft.
Why do writers write drafts of a paper? Writing is a complex task, and seldom can
any writer create a final, polished paper in one writing. The complexities of writing
include choosing the best words to express your thoughts, organizing your thoughts in
the most effective manner, including the best details and examples to develop your
thoughts, adding new ideas as you write that you hadn’t previously considered,
assessing the impact of your writing on readers, and making sure that your paper is
free of spelling, punctuation, or grammar errors.
Even the most experienced writers can’t accomplish everything they want in a
single writing. The drafting process is the natural way that many people improve their
writing. Writers create drafts because that is how they write best. We have learned
that through years of research that analyzed how people write, including effective
student writers.
Of course, writing drafts without understanding how to improve them from one
draft to the next is rather a waste of time. During this course, you will be provided
specific revision guidelines to help you change and improve your drafts. Revision is a
critical part of the writing process, and it leads ultimately to the best paper you can
write.

First Draft Guidelines
As you begin writing the first draft of your paper, keep the following in mind.
1.

The purpose of your first draft is to get the experience on paper as clearly as you
recall it. Don’t worry about how you word your sentences or whether you make
an occasional error.
Writing is a recursive activity, where writers continually go back and reread
what they have written in a previous sentence or sentences to help them
decide what to write next. Rereading sentences is not a waste of time; it
provides you the momentum to continue writing and to make sure your next
sentence follows logically from the previous ones.

2.

Providing some background information is helpful to prepare readers for the
experience lying ahead. You might include your age at the time and describe
where the experience took place and what occurred leading up to it.

3.

As you write, you are leading to the heart of the experience:
whatever happened that made the impact on your life. Try to bring the
experience to life for readers by describing it in detail.
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4.

The experience no doubt was an emotional one. Include your feelings and
thoughts during the experience as you recall them so that readers can sense
what you went through.

5.

You might include some dialogue in your draft if what you said, or what
others said, is an important part of the experience. Ifyou or someone else is
speaking in your draft, insert quotation marks (“ ”) before and after the
spoken words, and identify the speaker: “I’ll never trust you again to borrow
my car,” I told my brother. (See how the writer uses and punctuates
dialogue in the sample draft “The Accident” in Drafting Activity 1.4.)

6.

Conclude the draft with what happened as a result of the experience, and your
analysis of why the experience was so memorable: the impact it had on your
life.

7.

Write your draft in paragraphs, changing paragraphs as you move to
something new in your paper: a different time, a different place, a different
aspect of the experience.

8.

Your reading audience for this paper is your classmates, and of course, your
instructor. Keep them in mind as you write.

9. Title your draft in a simple manner that indicates what it is about.
_____________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 1.4
Write the first draft of your paper following the guidelines presented. You may first
want to read the following sample draft.
Sample First Draft
When I returned home from 3rd grade one afternoon, I was greeted with the news that
my younger sister was sick and in the hospital. I could tell by my mother’s looks that
she was concerned, and she said I would be staying with granda some evenings while
she was at the hospital. I asked if I could go and see Emily at the hospital, and mom
said, “Not right now, honey. But you can see her in a few days.”
For the next days it was very lonely in the house without my sister, who was my
best friend and playmate. My mom was somber most of the time, and I would hear
her talking with grandma in low voices. In bits and pieces I learned that my sister had
had a high fever and had a seizure, in fact several of them. Mom said that the doctors
were helping Emily and controlling the seizures, but that her brain had been hurt. I
didn’t really understand what any of it meant except that it seemed serious and I
became very worried. “Emily may not seem like her old self for awhile,” mom
warned me. “It will take her time to recover.”
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I learned much later, when I was old enough to understand, that Emily was a
victim of status epilepticus, a relatively rare condition resulting in multiple seizures
which can severely impair the brain. She would have seizures on and off for the rest of
her life, the frequency and severity controlled by medication, but it was that initial
series of seizures that she had as a six-year old that caused the damage. Apparently no
one knows what causes the condition or why one child in thirty thousand is afflicted.
We will never know why it happened to Emily.
When Emily finally came home from the hospital, I was shocked by her condition
although mom had tried to prepare me. Em just lay in bed, a blank stare on her face
that I had never seen. She couldn’t talk or walk, and she didn’t even seem to
recognize me. Mom said because of Emily’s illness, she would have to relearn much
of what her brain sickness had erased: being able to talk, walk, and recognize people.
A therapist from the hospital started coming to the house three days a week to help
Emily with her recovery.
Very slowly, Em began to recover some motor skills, first sitting up, then standing,
then taking a few halting steps. She also began making noises although they didn’t
form into words. Her eyes began to focus better and when she looked at me, I could
see some recognition in her eyes. She also began to smile sometimes and with mom
or me helping her, walk slowly around her room. Mom was encouraged by the
progress she was making, hoping that every day would bring more improvement.
I however was hoping for a miracle. Every day I woke up I would hope that I’d
walk into Em’s room and my real sister would be there, the fun, active, loving sister I
knew. I missed that sister so much and sometimes I would become angry at that
“imposter” who had taken my real sister from me. I also resented that mom’s life now
seemed to revolve around Emily and that I was never the center of her attention. As a
self-absorbed child, all I could think of was how Em’s illness had affected my life and
how lonely I was without Em to play with and talk to. I was also fearful that what
happened to Emily could happen to me, and I was sometimes afraid to go to sleep at
night, worried that I might wake up like Emily.
After months and then years, it became apparent that Emily was never going to be
the person she had been. My mom, the doctors, the therapists, and the special needs
teachers did everything possible to bring Em to her highest developmental level, but
there was just too much permanent brain damage for her to recover greatly. She could
walk in her shuffling gate and seemed to enjoy walking from room to room around the
house. She never talked but made noises which made it clear when she was happy and
when she wasn’t, but she had a good temperament. She had a good appetite and
enjoyed eating. She also grew to know her family again, and was always happy to see
me when I came home from school. Thankfully, my mom said that Em knew nothing
of her previous life or what she had been like before her illness. The only life she
knew was the one she now lived, so thankfully, her great loss was much more painful
to our family than to her.
As I grew older, I learned to accept my sister as she was. I always carried a
sadness for the sister that I had lost and for the normal life that was taken away from
her. It was truly a great tragedy, and at some point I knew that it was important to
help make Em’s life as happy as it could be. Sometimes I would feel guilty at relative
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gatherings when I was having fun playing with the cousins and Em would be curled
up on the sofa staring out the window, but mom assured me that Em’s situation didn’t
mean that I shouldn’t enjoy my life and have fun. “I don’t want you to live your life
for Emily, honey,” she said. “Emily would want you to have the best life possible,
and so do I.”
My life with Emily grew into a routine. I would come home from school and she
would be happy to see me. She’d often take my hand and we would walk around the
house for a while. Then we would sit on the sofa, and often she would put her head on
my shoulder and stroke my hand. With all of the abilities that her illness had taken
away from her, she had not lost perhaps the greatest: the ability to love. “I love you
Em,” I would tell her every day, and the words came from my heart. She never had to
say a word to show her love.
Our family’s life changed dramatically eleven years ago when Em became sick.
It’s been hard at times on everyone as we’ve all changed our routines and given up
something of our more active lives to care for my sister. And the fact that Emily will
never have a normal life weighs on all of us at times. Seeing her sitting on the sofa
cuddling her baby doll can bring tears to my eyes, thinking what her life might have
been like. But I’ve learned that dwelling on such thoughts doesn’t help anything.
We don’t know how long we will have Emily with us, as someone in her condition
may not live long into adulthood. There was a time when I spent time with Em more
out of a sort of free-floating guilt, a feeling that I somehow bore some blame for Em’s
condition. I also had moments when I wondered, “Why her and not me,” and felt the
guilt of being the “normal” person that my sister couldn’t be. Today, however, I
spend time with Em out of love, a love that has grown more deeply as I have gotten
older and want to appreciate every moment that I have with her.
While there is little that I do for Em but spend time with her, there is a lot that she
has done for me. I am no longer the self-absorbed person who was mainly concerned
with how anything that happened affected me and my happiness. Through my
relationship with my sister, I have grown more patient, more caring, and more loving.
I don’t always have to be doing for myself to find happiness or contentment. I may
also have found my professional calling in life: working with people with disabilities,
perhaps as a therapist or speech pathologist. Because of Em, I’d like to think that I’ve
become a better person.
____________________________________________________________________

Revision
Now that you have written your first draft, you are ready to take a look at it to see
what you might improve. In each unit, you are given some specific guidelines for
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revising your drafts, based on the type of writing you are doing and the revision
emphases for that unit. As you work through the text, you will develop a mental
checklist that will help you revise any writing you may do.
The purpose of revision is simple: to make a paper better. Improving a draft seldom
means a major overhaul of what you’ve written. Instead, it might include adding a
detail here or an example there to develop a thought, rewording some sentences to
make them clearer or smoother, dividing an overly long paragraph into two, moving a
particular sentence to a more effective location, or strengthening the opening or
conclusion of the paper to make a greater impact on readers.
In this first “Revision” section, you will concentrate on three particular areas:
providing description, improving your wording, and paragraphing your paper. These
considerations are common to all writers, and you will focus on them throughout the
course.

Providing Description
In a paper relating an experience, writers often describe the sights, action, people,
and feelings involved to heighten the readers’ interest and understanding. This
does not mean bogging the paper down in a minutia of details but rather using
vivid description to capture the essence of the experience and help the reader
visualize what happened.
The following suggestions will help you provide effective description as you revise
your paper.
1.

Use details to describe the setting for readers and help them see and hear what is
happening during the experience.
From a sample first draft:
We gathered at my house to decide how to handle the situation. We made a lot
of noise and caught my dad’s attention.
Revised first draft:
My four high school friends and I gathered in my small bedroom to decide
whether to tell the coach about our drinking before he found out himself. We
yelled a lot because we were all scared and couldn’t agree, and soon my dad
stood in the doorway shouting, “What’s going on in here?”

2.

Use details to describe your thoughts and feelings as the experience occurred.
From sample first draft:
In a ceremony at city hall, I was given a medal by the chief of police for helping
pull a child out of a canal. I put the medal in a drawer.
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Revised first draft:
In a ceremony on the steps of city hall, I was given a medal by the chief of police
for helping pull a child out of a shallow, dirt-banked canal. I didn’t feel like a
hero because I just jumped in the water without thinking, and I knew I wasn’t
risking my life. I was embarrassed when anyone called me a hero, and I put the
medal in a drawer and never looked at it again.
3.

Use details to describe something or someone when that description is important
to understanding the experience.
From sample first draft:
I had never been in a fight in my life, but as I sized up Maria, I felt she knew
how to fight.
Revised first draft:
I had never been in a fight in my life, but as I sized up Maria, her face contorted
in an angry mask, her muscled legs taut and ready to spring, I knew I was in for
trouble.

4.

In general, use details to describe anything that will help bring your experience
to life for readers.
From sample first draft:
Henry was too busy to notice that his son had climbed onto the roof and was
making motions with his arms.
Revised first draft:

His head stuck under the hood of his ‘68 Chevy, Henry was too occupied to
notice that his eight-year old son had climbed atop the tin shed roof and was
flapping his arms like he was going to fly off.
__________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 1.5
Read the following first draft paragraph. With a classmate, note places in the draft
where you would recommend that the writer add a particular detail to improve the
paragraph. Be prepared to discuss your suggestions with the class.
I’ll never forget my quinceanera party. My court of friends looked wonderful, and
I wore a white gown that made me feel like a princess. Our back yard was turned
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into a wonderland, and lanterns flickered in the trees like fireflies. For one night,
I was the center of attention, which embarrassed me but also made me feel special.
I’ll never forget dancing with my father, the changing of the shoes, or the delicious
food. It was all like a dream, and the look on my mother’s face said everything.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 1.6
Read your first draft looking for places where you might include some detail to help
readers see, hear, and feel what you went through. If you are revising on a computer,
add the details into the draft. If you are revising a written draft, write in the details
above the lines where you want to add them.
When you finish, share drafts with a classmate, or a small group of classmates, and
make suggestions if there are places in your classmate’s draft where some added
description would help you visualize or better understand the experience.
_____________________________________________________________________

Improving Sentence Wording
In a first draft, you word your thoughts as they come to you the first time. As with
most writers, your thoughts don’t always translate into written words as smoothly or
clearly as you would like. Among your first draft sentences, you will usually find
some that are wordy - overly long to make your point - and others that are a little
awkward, not quite sounding the way you want. Sentence revision is a task shared by
all writers, and the first draft of a sentence is often a beginning point for crafting a
really good sentence.
For example, let’s say a writer wants to express her feelings about global warming
and our government’s lack of action in addressing the situation. As an example, she
starts out with a sentence like this:
The effects of global warming throughout the world can be disastrous, including the
flooding of cities and millions of people displaced and homeless, and our government
is doing nothing to solve the problem but in fact is adding to the problem by ignoring
it.
The sentence contains a lot of good information, but it is also rather long and
unwieldy. A revision of the sentence might read something like this:
Global warming can have disastrous effects throughout the world, such as flooded
cities and millions of people losing their homes, and our government just adds to the
problem by ignoring it.
The revised sentence is clearly more readable and less wordy, and no meaning has
been lost. This final revision may improve the sentence further:
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Flooded cities and millions of homeless people are just two of the disastrous effects
that global warming can wreak on the world, and our government makes matter
worse by doing nothing.
Whether you favor the last sentence or the previous one is a matter of choice,
with each about the same length and providing similar information with a different
emphasis. Clearly, there is more than one way to revise and improve any sentence,
and it is not uncommon for a writer to tinker with a particular sentence for some time
before being satisfied with it.

Sentence Wording Guidelines
The following suggestions will help you revise and improve your first draft sentences.
1.

First draft sentences often contain more words than necessary. Ideally, every
word in a sentence is needed to complete the thought. Look for sentences that
appear overly wordy or that repeat the same words or phrases, and see what can
be eliminated or reworded without changing the sentence’s meaning.
Example:
The current below the ocean’s surface, which is called an undertow, is flowing
outward, and it is dangerous because it makes it difficult for a swimmer to get
back to the shore.
Revised:
An undertow, a current flowing outward below the ocean's surface, is dangerous
because a swimmer must struggle against it to get back to shore.

2.

Sentences that seem awkward to you will probably have the same effect on
readers. Revising an awkward sentence often requires moving words or phrases
around, eliminating unnecessary words, and replacing questionable words
with better choices.
Example:
The mother cat behind the washing machine hid her kittens, which was in the
garage.
Revised:
The mother cat hid her kittens behind the washing machine in the garage.

3.

Finding the best word to express a particular idea, action, thought, or feeling is a
challenging part of effective writing. If a particular word or group of words
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doesn’t capture a thought or feeling quite the way you want, revision is in
order.
Example:
Gretchen felt downtrodden by the bad behavior of her best friend.
Revised:
Gretchen was badly hurt by the cruel behavior of her best friend.
4.

Some first draft sentences are rather vague, leaving readers in doubt as to what
the writer meant. Such sentences need to be revised, sometimes dramatically, to
clarify their meaning.
Example:
For positive reinforcement to work, you must factor in the child’s positive
reinforcement history and any over-reliance thereon.
Revised:
If a child is constantly praised for even the smallest accomplishment, positive
reinforcement becomes meaningless.

5.

Some first draft sentences may contain slang - informal words that are more
suitable for conversation than writing. Replace slang words and phrases such as
cool, neat, hang out, hassle, or dude with more appropriate ones.
Example:
I give that dude his props for always sticking by his friends.
Revised:
I respect Frank for being loyal to his friends.

____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 1.7
Revise the following first draft sentences to make them clearer, smoother, and more
concise by eliminating unnecessary words, replacing awkward wording, moving
words or phrases around, and improving word choice. Try out different wording
options until you are satisfied with the wording of each sentence.
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Example:
First draft:

The moon was rounder and brighter and bigger last night than I
had ever seen it.

Revised:

Last night’s moon was round, bigger, and brighter than ever.

1.

Seats at a Los Angeles Lakers basketball game are very hard to come by and
also are very expensive, especially on the lower level.

2.

The crowd at a Lakers game is usually late arriving, and it seems like there
will be a lot of empty seats, but by half way through the first quarter, all of a
sudden all the seats are taken.

3.

The atmosphere in the arena, which used to be somewhat boring, is more electric
now because the team is much better than it was in the past years.

4.

Many famous people like Jack Nicholson, who is one of the most famous, can
be seen in the arena, always sitting in the front row with his sunglasses on.

5.

The crowd at Lakers games is still pretty laid back compared to crowds in
arenas like San Antonio and Chicago, where the crowds are louder and more
activist.

6.

Some people come to the Lakers games just to check out the celebrities and
socialize, and they don’t spend a lot of time watching the actual game of
basketball or anything else like that.

7.

The atmosphere changes in the fourth quarter near the end if the game is
close and the Lakers have a chance to win the game, and people start yelling
and standing up.

8.

The only people that maintain their high enthusiasm for the entire game are
the Lakers cheerleaders, who dance during every time out and during halftime
often perform.

9.

If the game is not close in the fourth quarter, people begin filing out of the
arena early at the game, sometimes with ten minutes or more left for the
players to play.

10. It must be frustrating for the players to look up near the end of a losing game
in the stands and see mostly empty seats, with only the most loyal Lakers fans
remaining until the end.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Revision Activity 1.8
Read your first draft, looking for sentences whose wording can be improved.
Eliminate unnecessary words, reword awkward phrases, replace questionable word
choices, and clarify vague sentences. Read the sample draft in Revision Activity 1.11
to see how the writer revised her sentences.
_____________________________________________________________________

Paragraphing
As you probably know, most writing is divided into paragraphs to make it easier for
readers to follow the writer’s thoughts. As writers move from one idea, example,
place, or time to another, they frequently change paragraphs to indicate to readers that
something has concluded and something new is beginning.
Paragraphing is not an exact science, and there is no absolute right or wrong way to
paragraph a paper. Paragraphing is effective when it moves readers smoothly through
a writer’s thoughts, and the best paragraphing is so natural that it is hardly noticeable.

Paragraphing Guidelines
The following guidelines will help you paragraph your papers effectively.
1.

As a general definition, a paragraph is a group of related sentences focusing
on one idea, point, example, or thought.

2.

You change paragraphs as you move to something new in your paper: a
different idea, a new example, a different part of an experience, a different
time or place.

3.

You change paragraphs to avoid overly long paragraphs that readers can get
bogged down in, ending a paragraph at a natural break in your thoughts.

4.

If you find yourself writing series of short paragraphs - two or three sentences
each - you need either to combine the paragraphs or to develop them further.

5.

Effective paragraphing is not that difficult. When you read a draft and
concentrate on its paragraphing, you can often see where a long paragraph
can be divided into two or where some short, related paragraphs can be
combined. If you remind yourself to change paragraphs as you conclude one
thought and move to another, you will paragraph your papers effectively.

_____________________________________________________________________
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Revision Activity 1.9
With a partner, analyze the paragraphing of the following paper. Discuss the content
of each paragraph, and decide why the writer changes paragraphs when she does.
Then paragraph the next two papers by marking off the beginning of each new
paragraph.
Almost Like Flying
There was one special day in the 8th grade when I almost felt like I could fly. It was
the best day of high jumping I ever experienced, and to this day I still remember the
feeling.
I had been high jumping since grade school, and I was always pretty good at it. I
never had any coaching, so I just learned how to jump by doing it. I was so involved
in high jumping that the summer after my 6th grade year my dad bought a big foam
pad and built a high jump pit in our back yard. I practiced a lot at home the next
couple years.
In the 8th grade we had a regular track team that competed against other schools. I
was not the best high jumper in the area but usually got around 3rd place in the
district track meets. I would jump close to 5 feet and occasionally cleared 5 feet or 5
feet 1 inch. There were a couple of girls from other schools that could regularly
jump over 5 feet, and sometimes up to 5 feet 2 or 5 feet 3, and that motivated me to
want to jump higher.
One afternoon I was at school practicing in the high jump pit, which was located in
a large dirt area north of the school’s track. I was doing my regular routine, starting at
the lower heights and working my way up. I wasn’t having any trouble with the
lower heights and I felt a good spring in my legs that day, so I was hopeful I’d have
some good jumps.
I kept raising the bar higher and continued to leap over it without a problem. A
couple of my teammates had come over to the high jump area to watch me and raise
the bar as I’d clear a new height. Soon the bar was raised to 5 feet, which was always
a great challenge for me. However, on this day it wasn’t a problem. I leaped over the
bar with room to spare, and it had never felt so easy. It was a great feeling.
Soon the coach had wandered over and a few more teammates as they saw me
jumping. The bar had been raised to 5 feet 2 inches, and the coach measured it with
his tape measure just to make sure that it was correct. I’d never jumped 5 feet 2
inches in my life, but as I stood about 40 feet from the bar, ready to make my
approach, my confidence had never been higher. I took my normal run, pushed off
my right leg, and sailed over the bar without touching it. My teammates let out a
whoop and my coach was all smiles. It was the best feeling I had ever had in sports.
Amazing to me, I still wasn’t finished that day, and ended up clearing 5 feet 4
inches, which was a new school record. It didn’t count as a record, however, because
you had to do it at a track meet. I couldn’t wait for next Saturday’s track meet and a
chance to break the record and maybe win my first gold medal in the high jump. I felt
I had an extra good chance because the meet was at our school and I’d be jumping in
the same pit that I just jumped 5 feet 4 inches.
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All the regular high jumpers from the other schools were at the meet, and as I
warmed up, I felt like I had a secret that they were soon going to find out about. As I
warmed up, however, I just felt like my normal self and didn’t detect any of that extra
spring I’d felt in my legs earlier in the week. I didn’t let that bother me, however, and
started my jumps. When I got to 4 feet 10 inches, I had my first miss, but cleared the
bar on my second attempt. At 5 feet, I missed twice and barely cleared the bar on my
last attempt. I knew I didn’t have the same magic I’d had a few days earlier.
I disappointed myself, and probably my coach, by not going any higher. I went out
on three misses at 5 feet 2 inches and got my usual 3rd place. Coach tried to cheer me
up and said, “You know you’ve got better jumps in you, and there are a lot of meets
ahead.” Sadly, it never happened, and I returned to my usual self, working hard to
clear 5 feet and never getting close to that 5 feet 4 inch jump I made that one special
day.
I worked harder than ever in the next weeks to try and recapture that magic, and I
figured if I could do it once, I could surely do it again. I’d try to picture exactly how I
jumped that day, and what I was thinking, but nothing seemed to help. It was just one
unbelievable day in my life where, for some reason, I was like a different high
jumper, better than I ever was again. I’ll never forget that great jumping day, the way
it felt to soar over the bar, and the way my teammates and coach cheered me. I never
was a great high jumper, but I do have that one special day to remember.
The Big Scare
I remember I was six years old, in kindergarten, and living in Hanford the day my
brother scared the heck out of me. It was such a big scare that I’ve never forgotten it,
and my brother laughs about it to this day. It wasn’t funny at the time, and I hated my
brother for it. My brother was two years older, and we were alone at our house for a
couple hours while my parents went shopping on a Saturday morning. I had a pretty
lively imagination back then, and it didn’t take a whole lot to scare me. I always slept
with a light on, and the slightest sound could send me out of my bed and down the
hall to my parents’ room. My brother knew I was a bit of a scaredy cat, and with my
parents gone, he had the perfect opportunity to scare me. I had to go bathroom that
morning, so I went into our one bathroom, closed the door, and sat on the toilet. It
didn’t take long before my brother ran to the bathroom door, opened it, and screamed,
“There’s a lion in the house. Run for your life!” And he ran for his life, leaving me
sitting on the toilet. As a six year old in a moment of panic, I didn’t think for a
second about the illogic of a lion being in our house or the possibility of my brother
trying to scare me. All I knew was that there was a lion in the house and it was
probably coming to eat me. I jumped off the toilet seat, pants around my ankles, and
ran out of the bathroom, down the hall, and towards the back door, falling every few
steps as my pants tripped my ankles. Finally I made it to the back door, knowing the
lion must be only a few steps behind me, opened the door and ran out, immediately
falling down the back steps onto the yard. Then I heard my brother’s howling laugh
as he saw me lying on the ground, pants around my ankles, naked bottom in the air,
toilet paper still stuck you know where. I knew in an instant that my brother had
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made it all up to scare me as he had done many times before. He was a little devil
and I hated him at that moment, but all I could do was lie on the ground and cry.
Even at the young age of six, the humiliation of being tricked, of falling down the
steps, and of lying half naked on the ground was too much to take. I wailed like I had
been stung by a hive of bees. Eventually my parents came home, and I couldn’t wait
to tell on my brother. He got punished good, but I knew it was never enough to keep
him from doing it again. Tormenting me was one of his greatest pleasures. Today I
can see the humor others get out of picturing me running out of the bathroom bare
butted, toilet paper flying, falling every few steps, but at the time the feeling was pure
terror. To this day when I go into the bathroom, my brother will occasionally say,
“Watch out for the lion,” the old tormenter’s grin on his face. I still don’t find it
funny.
An Important Lesson
In high school when I was a senior, my friends wanted to punish a girl because she
had taken my friend’s boyfriend from her. My friend Eva was in love with the guy,
and they had plans to get married and have a big family. She was always talking
about how happy she was going to be when she became the wife of the man she
loved. One shocking phone call from Emmanuel destroyed that dream forever. One
Sunday Eva called me crying, telling me that Emmanuel had broken up with her and
was with another girl. The girl was from another town and Eva didn’t even know her.
She said that she didn’t want to live without him, that he was everything to her. For
days, she was devastated. She did not eat or talk to anyone; all she did was cry. I felt
awful for her. What could we do to help her? I thought. Perhaps taking her out to a
dance to try and have some fun would help. Eva, however, was in no mood to
cooperate. Instead, she wanted revenge on the girl that had taken the only man she
loved. That scared me because all of our friends agreed with her that revenge was
justified, except for me. However, I didn’t want to tell them that I wouldn’t go along
with their plans. I didn’t want to let my friends down because they would think I was
betraying them. Besides, I didn’t know what kind of revenge Eva was talking about,
perhaps just telling the other girl that Emmanuel still loved Eva or sending the girl
an anonymous card saying that Emmanuel was cheating on her. When I heard them
say that they should kill the girl so Emmanuel would return to Eva, it left me numb.
Oh my God, I thought. Is Eva really capable of doing something like that to someone
that had done her no personal harm? Are my friends so crazy that they would even
consider killing the girl and not consider the consequences? There is no way I am
going to go along with them, I thought, and I told them so. I backed out, and I wanted
nothing to do with the problem. The next day Eva called and informed me that she
had bought the gun to kill Emmanuel’s new girl friend. I tried to talk to her and tell
her that what she was doing was wrong, but there was no way of talking her out of it.
This was not the person I had grown up with. It was liked she had been possessed by
an evil spirit. I decided I couldn’t let my friend ruin her life forever, so I called
Emmanuel and told him what Eva was planning on doing. At first he thought I was
joking, but I convinced him otherwise. He called the police, and the police conducted
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an investigation, including talking to Eva and all of her friends and confirming that
Eva had bought a gun. She ended up going to jail for six months for plotting a
potential murder. Eva has not seen me or spoken to me since I called Emmanuel.
That bothers me because we were best friends, but at least she is out of jail and won’t
spend the rest of her life in prison for killing someone. Eva may thank me someday
for what I have done for her. Thank God that I did not go along with her plan. What
would have become of my life? The last thing I heard was that her family moved out
of the area. I hope and pray that Eva learned that an obsession for somebody else
can destroy your life. I believe that when a person doesn’t love you, you just have to
let go, as hard as that may be. If Emmanuel didn’t love Eva anymore, I wondered,
why did she even want to be with him? I also learned to trust my own instincts and
not go along with my friends if I know they are wrong. What I did was hard for me,
but it was the right thing to do. I have a clear conscience, and I hope that someday
I’ll see my friend again.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 1.10
Check the paragraphing in your paper. If you did no paragraphing, paragraph your
paper similarly to how you paragraphed the sample papers, changing paragraphs as
you moved to something new in your draft. If you paragraphed your paper, see what
changes might be made to improve your paragraphing, including dividing overly long
paragraphs or combining two or more short paragraphs. Share papers with a
classmate and evaluate each other’s paragraphing based on how smoothly it moved
you through the writer’s thoughts.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 1.11
Write the second draft of your paper, including all improvements you made in
description, sentence wording, and paragraphing. In addition, if you discover other
things to change or add to improve the draft, feel free to do so. Then exchange
second drafts with a classmate. Read each other’s draft to see if there is anything you
don’t understand or if you have questions that the draft leaves unanswered. Give
suggestions to your classmate, and based on your classmate’s input, revise your draft
further if you feel it can be improved, incorporating all changes into your second
draft.
Revised sample draft - deletions lined out; additions in bold)
Emily
When I returned home from 3rd grade one afternoon, I was greeted with the news that
my younger sister was sick and in the hospital. I could tell by my mother’s looks that
she was concerned, and she said I would be staying with grandma some evenings
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while she was at the hospital with Emily. I asked if I could go and see Emily at the
hospital, and mom said, “Not right now, honey. But you can see her in a few days.”
For The next days it was were very lonely in the house without my sister, who
was my best friend and playmate. My mom was somber most of the time, and I
would hear her talking with grandma in low voices a hushed voice. In bits and pieces
I learned that my sister had had a high fever and had followed by a seizure, in fact
several of them and then several in succession. Mom said that the doctors were
helping Emily and controlling the seizures, but that her brain had been hurt. I didn’t
really understand what any of it meant except that it seemed serious and I became very
worried. “Emily may not seem like her old self for awhile,” mom warned me. “It will
take her time to recover.”
I learned Much later, when I was old enough to understand, I learned that Emily
was a victim of status epilepticus, a relatively rare childhood condition resulting in
multiple seizures which can severely impair the brain. She would have seizures on and
off for the rest of her life, their frequency and severity controlled by medication, but it
was that initial series of seizures that she had as a six-year old that had caused the
damage. Apparently No one knows what causes the condition or why one child in
thirty thousand is afflicted. , and we will never know why it happened to Emily.
When Emily finally came home from the hospital, I was shocked by her condition
although mom had tried to prepare me. Em She just lay in bed, a blank stare on her
face. that I had never seen. She couldn’t talk or walk, and she didn’t even seem to
recognize me. Mom said because of the brain damage, Emily’s illness, she Em
would have to relearn much of what her brain sickness had erased: a great deal: being
able the ability to talk, walk, and recognize people. A therapist from the hospital
started began coming to the house three days a week to help Emily with her recovery.
Very slowly, Em began to recover some motor skills, first sitting up, then
standing, then taking a few halting steps. She also began making noises although they
didn’t form into words. Her eyes began to focus better visual recognition improved,
and when she looked at me, I could see some recognition in her eyes tell that she
knew me. She also began to smile sometimes , and with mom or me helping her,
walk slowly around her room. Mom was encouraged by the progress she was making,
hoping that every day would bring more improvement.
I, however, was hoping for a miracle. Every day I woke up, I would hope that
I’d walk into Em’s room and my real sister would be there, : the fun, active, loving
sister I knew. I missed that sister so much and sometimes I would sometimes become
angry at that “imposter” who had taken my real sister from me. I also resented that
mom’s life now seemed to revolve around Emily and that I was never the center of her
attention. As a self-absorbed child, all I could think of was how Em’s illness had
affected my life and how lonely I was without Em to play with and talk to. I was also
fearful that what happened to Emily could happen to me, and I was sometimes afraid
to go to sleep at night, worried that I might wake up like Emily.
After months and then years, it became apparent that Emily was never going to
be the person she had been. My mom, the doctors, the therapists, and the special
needs’ teachers did everything possible to bring Em to her highest developmental
level, but there was just too much permanent brain damage for her to recover greatly.
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She could walk in her shuffling gate and seemed to enjoy walking from room to room
around the house or outside. She never talked but made noises sounds which made it
clear when she was happy and when she wasn’t, but she had a good temperament. She
also had a good appetite and enjoyed eating. She also grew to know her family again,
and was always happy to see me when I came home from school. Thankfully, my
mom said that Em knew nothing of her previous life or what she had been like before
her illness. The only life she knew was the one she now lived. so thankfully, her great
loss was much more painful to our family than to her.
As I grew older, I learned to accept my sister as she was. I always carried a
sadness for the sister that I had lost and for the normal life that was taken away from
her. It was truly a great tragedy, and at some point I knew realized that it was
important the importance of to helping make Em’s life as happy as it could be.
Sometimes I would feel guilty at relative gatherings when I was having fun playing
with the cousins and Em would be curled up on the sofa staring out the window, but
mom assured me that Em’s situation didn’t mean that I shouldn’t enjoy my life and
have fun. “I don’t want you to live your life for Emily, honey,” she said. “Emily
would want you to have the best life possible, and so do I..”
My life with Emily grew into a became routine. I would come home from
school and she would be happy to see me. She’d often take my hand and we would
walk around the house for a while. Then we would sit on the sofa, and often she
would put her head on my shoulder and stroke my hand. With all of the abilities that
she had lost her illness had taken away from her, she had not lost perhaps the greatest:
never lost the ability to love. “I love you Em,” I would tell her every day, and the
words came coming from my heart. She never had to say a word to show her love.
Our family’s life changed dramatically eleven years ago when Em became sick.
It’s been hard at times on everyone as we’ve all changed our routines and given up
something of our more active lives to care for my sister. And the fact that Emily will
never have a normal life weighs on all of us at times. Seeing her sitting on the sofa
cuddling her baby doll can bring tears to my eyes, thinking what her life might have
been. like. But I’ve learned that dwelling on such thoughts doesn’t help anything.
anyone.
We don’t know how long we will have Emily with us, as someone in her condition
may not live long into adulthood. There was a time when I spent time with Em more
out of a sort of free-floating guilt, a feeling that I somehow bore some blame for Em’s
her condition. I also had moments when I wondered, “Why her and not me?” and felt
the guilt of being the “normal” person girl that my sister couldn’t be. Today,
however, I spend time with Em out of love, a love that has grown more deeply as I
have gotten older, and I want to appreciate every moment that I have with her.
While there is little that I do for Em but spend time with her, there is a lot that she has
done for me. I am no longer the self-absorbed person who was mainly concerned with
how anything that happened every little thing affected me and my happiness.
Through my relationship with my sister, I have grown more patient, more caring, and
more loving. I don’t always have to be doing for myself to find happiness or
contentment. I may also have found my professional calling: in life: working with
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people with disabilities, perhaps as a therapist or speech pathologist. Because of Em,
I’d like to think that I’ve become a better person.
_____________________________________________________________________

Editing
The final step in completing your paper is to proofread it for errors and correct any
that you find. This is the editing phase of the writing process, where you eliminate
all errors from your paper, and it comes at the end of the writing process after you
have made your changes in content and wording. The goal of the editing phase is
to produce a polished, error-free final draft.
Of course, if you have been running the spelling check on your computer as you
wrote, you may have few spelling errors. In addition, although the emphasis in the
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writing process has not been on correcting errors, if you found a flagrant error in
spelling, punctuation or grammar usage earlier, you may have already corrected it.
The editing phase, however, is the first time you will systematically scrutinize your
paper for errors, looking for the types of errors that are most frequently found in
writing. When you proofread your paper - scouring it thoroughly for errors - few will
escape your detection.
In each “Editing” section, you focus on different kinds of error correction, covering
the most typical errors that writers make. By the end of the text, you will have
covered most errors that frequently appear in writing and learned to detect and
correct them if they appear in your own writing. In this section, you work on
eliminating run-on sentences and on using correct irregular verb forms.

Correcting Run-on Sentences
A common error that writers make is running two sentences together rather than
separating them with a period. Writers often run two relatively short sentences
together whose content is related.
Readers can have problems with run-on sentences. They have expectations that a
sentence will end with a period, and they rely on those periods to help move them
from one thought to another. Run-on sentences can confuse readers, distracting them
from the writer’s ideas.
When run-on sentences are brought to most writers’ attention, they can see where
the period belongs to end the first sentence and make the correction. Run-on sentences
are a solvable problem, one that most writers can eliminate from their papers once
they are made aware of them.

Guidelines for Correcting Run-on Sentences
The following guidelines will help you avoid run-on sentences in your writing.
1.

A sentence is a group of words expressing a complete thought. The end of a
sentence is designated by an end mark, most frequently a period.
Example: The best place to park on campus in the late morning is behind the
library.

2.

A run-on sentence most frequently involves two sentences run together as
a single sentence without a period ending the first sentence. A run-on sentence
is an incorrect sentence form that needs editing.
Example: The best place to park on campus in the late morning is behind the
library I frequently park there between ten and eleven.
Corrected: The best place to park on campus in the late morning is behind the
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library. I frequently park there between ten and eleven.
3.

One form of a run-on sentence, called a comma splice, has a comma between
the two sentences rather than a period. A comma splice is not a correct sentence
form and needs to be edited.
Example: The grass in the meadow was dry and brown, it hadn’t rained all
summer.
Corrected: The grass in the meadow was dry and brown. It hadn’t rained all
summer.

4.

Any time you find a run-on sentence or a comma splice in your writing, you need
to correct it. To correct a run-on or comma splice, you can do one of two
things:
a. Separate the sentences by ending the first sentence with a period and
beginning the second sentence with capital letter.
Example: Joanna excels in track and field and plays stringed instruments, her
brother Theo has the same interests.
Corrected: Joanna excels in track and field and plays stringed instruments.
Her brother Theo has the same interests.
b. Combine the two sentences that are run together with a joining word such as
and, but, or because to form one complete sentence.
Example: I enjoyed the Beyonce concert very much, Maria thought it lasted
too long.
Corrected: I enjoyed the Beyonce concert very much, but Maria thought it
lasted too long.
c. As a general rule, separate longer run-on sentences with a period and combine
shorter ones with a joining word.
Example: Alyssa had one complaint about working in a store that sold
incense she couldn’t get the smell out of her hair.
Corrected: Alyssa had one complaint about working in a store that sold
incense. She couldn’t get the smell out of her hair.
Example: Harold liked working as a security officer, he drove a new car
around all day.
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Corrected: Harold liked working as a security officer because he drove a new
car round all day.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 1.12
The following paragraphs contain some run-on sentences and comma splices. Correct
these sentences by separating longer sentences and combining shorter sentences.
Example: The overflow from the river had left large puddles of water along the river
bank that turned stagnant the puddles became prime breeding grounds for
mosquitoes. Families living around the river attended meetings of the
county board of supervisors to alert them to the problem.
Corrected: The overflow from the river had left large puddles of water along the river
bank that turned stagnant. The puddles became prime breeding grounds for
mosquitoes. Families living around the river attended meetings of the
county board of supervisors to alert them to the problem.
Casual Dress
Over the years, the way that Americans dress has become more casual and informal.
A good example was the way that people were dressed at my grandfather’s church
last Sunday I went with him as I was visiting for the weekend. As always, my
grandfather dressed in a coat and tie as he has done all his life. However, he was the
only person at the church in a tie, only a few were wearing coats. The majority of
men wore colorful short-sleeved shirts not tucked in. Quite a few wore shorts instead
of long pants, there were also a number in sandals. Although I didn’t see many men
in t-shirts, I wouldn’t be surprised to see more in the future. While the women
appeared to be dressed somewhat better than the men, most of them wore pants
instead of dresses.
The minister obviously embraced the casual dress, his outfit included khaki pants,
an open-necked shirt, and loafers. You couldn’t distinguish him from the churchgoers
until he stood before us. The casual dress also contributed to the loose, laid-back
atmosphere inside the church and the relaxed, informal church service that took place.
This was very different from the church my grandfather grew up in, where everything
was very formal and solemn, he hasn’t completely adjusted to the change. He also
has no intention of removing his coat and tie to fit in.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 1.13
Proofread your latest draft for any run-on sentences or comma splices, and correct
any you find by inserting periods or combining sentences with joining words. Then
exchange papers with a classmate and proofread each other’s drafts for run-ons and
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comma splices.
_____________________________________________________________________

Irregular Verbs
Since you wrote your paper about a past experience, you no doubt wrote in the past
tense, the verb tense used to write about things that have already occurred. While
most writers have little trouble with the regular past tense verbs, which uniformly
end in ed (e.g. walked, talked, climbed, baked), there are a group of verbs called
irregular verbs that follow no rules and form their past tenses in different ways (e.g.
slept, drank, driven, won).
Irregular verb forms give writers some problems since they don’t follow a single
pattern and must be committed to memory. Many irregular verbs also have two
different past tense forms: one for the simple past tense, and one for the past
participle, a form which includes a helping verb before the main verb (e.g. had drunk,
have driven, has eaten, have swum).

Irregular Verb List
The following list of irregular verbs includes the most commonly used and misspelled
verbs. The verbs are grouped by similarities in their spelling in the past tense and past
participle forms.
The following verbs have the same form for the past tense and past participle:
Present Tense
bring
build
burst
catch
cut
find
Present Tense
has
lay (place down)
lead
quit
read
set
sit
think

Past Tense
brought
built
burst
caught
cut
found
Past Tense
had
laid
led
quit
read
set
sat
thought

The past participle of the following verbs ends in “en:”

Past Participle
brought
built
burst
caught
cut
found
Past participle
had
laid
led
quit
read
set
sat
thought
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choose
drive
eat
fall
get
give
ride
rise
speak
take
write

chose
drove
ate
fell
got
gave
rode
rose
spoke
took
wrote

chosen
driven
eaten
fallen
gotten
given
ridden
risen
spoken
taken
written

From the past tense to the past participle, one vowel changes from a to o or from a to
u in the following verbs.
become
come
begin
drink
ring
run
shrink
sing
swim

became
came
began
drank
rang
ran
shrank
sang
swam

become
come
begun
drunk
rung
run
shrunk
sung
swum

For the following verbs, the past tense ends in ew and the past participle ends in own,
with the exception of drawn.
blow
draw
fly
grown
know
throw

blew
drew
flew
grew
knew
threw

blown
drawn
flown
grown
known
thrown

The following commonly used irregular verbs follow no particular pattern.
do
did
done
go
went
gone
see
saw
seen
lie (lie down)
lay
lain

Past Tense and Past Participle
The following distinctions between the past tense and past participle verb forms will
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help you use and spell them correctly.
1.

The past tense verb form is used to write about an action that occurred or a
condition that existed in the past. It is not preceded by a helping verb.
Examples: Yesterday I wrote an e-mail to my cousin.
Last Friday was the hottest day of the summer.

2.

The past participle verb form is used to write about an action that occurred or a
condition that existed over a period of time, and that may continue in the present
and the future. The past participle verb form is always preceded by a helping
verb such as has, have, or had.
Examples: I have written an e-mail to my cousin every week this month.
Julie has taken care of her invalid aunt for several weeks.
Miles had grown tomatoes on his apartment balcony every summer.

3.

Whether you use the past tense or past participle depends what you are
expressing in a particular sentence. For example, note the distinction in meaning
between the three following sentences.
Yesterday I drove to school for the first time in a month.
I have driven to school more than I have ridden my bike this semester.
I had driven to school every Friday until my roommate started giving me rides.

The first sentence uses the past tense verb drove, and indicates an action that occurred
in the past. The second sentence uses the past participle verb driven with the present
tense helping verb has, and indicates an action that occurred over a period of time and
may continue into the future. The third sentence uses the past participle verb driven
with the past tense helping verb had, and indicates an action that occurred over a
period of time but no longer occurs. As you can see, past tense and past participle verb
forms carry different meanings, and writers use them in different situations.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 1.14
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with appropriate irregular verbs from the
list. Remember to use the past participle verb form when the blank is preceded by a
helping verb (has, had, have).
Example: No one has driven as many miles to school this semester as you have.
1.

I have _______________ great care not to tear my new disposable contact
lenses.

2.

No American has _________________ the English Channel in the last
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twenty years.
3.

A flock of geese have _________________ over our apartment every day this
month.

4.

The concert ___________________ with a tribute band playing Jimmy
Hendrix’ music.

5.

I have _________________ to doubt your interest in sharing an apartment
with him.

6.

Mona had ____________________ to work with her brother until his car
broke down.

7.

Home prices had __________________ more in 2005 than at any time in the
past twenty years.

8.

My T shirt ___________________ two sizes when I washed it in hot water.

9.

Homer’s young daughter gleefully ____________________ into the room.

10. I hadn’t ____________________ too far into my calculus homework until I
realized that I had no idea what I was doing.
11. The enrollment of new students has _______________ very smoothly since
the college established its on-line enrollment site.
12. I ___________________ your doorbell several times before you heard me.
13. Have you _________________ everything possible to get the cheapest
airplane tickets?
14. Rudy hadn’t ________________ a solo before an audience since junior high.
15. No one has ___________________ more letters to her state senator than
Alma.
16. I should have ___________________ that it would be impossible to find a
parking space around the ferry building.
17. You ___________________ a very difficult major, but you are certainly up to
the challenge.
18. Franklin hasn’t _______________________ in a restaurant for over a year.
19. We __________________ the horses down the rocky trail rather than try to
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ride them.
20. I ________________________ your sweater back that I borrowed last week.
21. Have you _______________________ any thought to subletting your back
room?
22. Gretchen __________________ the musical Hairspray in four different
cities.
23. I have never _________________ so many squirrels in one area of Central
Park.
24. Juliette had _____________________ down for a nap this morning, but by
late afternoon, she was already drowsy.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 1.15
Proofread your latest draft for errors involving irregular verbs and make the
necessary corrections. Then run a final spell check on your paper and proofread your
paper carefully for spelling errors and make corrections. Finally, exchange papers with
a classmate and give them a final proofreading for errors.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 1.16
Write the final corrected draft of your paper to share with classmates.

Writing Summary
In each unit, your first writing assignment takes you step-by-step through the writing
process, including activities that help you revise and edit your drafts. In the final
“Writing Summary” section, you write a second paper working more independently.
The purpose of this second assignment is to give you more writing practice, an
opportunity to write on a second life experience, and a chance you apply what you
have learned from the unit about effective writing. Ultimately, this assignment, like
all activities in the text, is designed to improve your writing and build your writing
confidence.
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Writing Assignment 2
Select a second experience to write about that you remember well. Select a very
different experience from your first topic, one that made a different kind of impact,
evoked different emotions, and occurred at a different stage in your life.

Prewriting
To help you consider potential topics for your paper and to generate some material for
your first draft, free write for five-ten minutes on two or three different experiences
that you recall well. Write whatever comes to your mind without concern for order,
logic, or correctness.
Sample free writing
I had a friend in junior high who was very different from me. He was a Korean guy
from a different neighborhood who I had little in common with except our love of
sports. He was a really good athlete and I was pretty good too, so we were together a
lot on the playing fields. We became friends, but we didn’t hang out together except
during sports because we ran with very different kinds of people. One day I
remember thinking, this is stupid, never hanging out with K.J. at recess or lunch
break, so I told him let’s go eat lunch, and we did. Other days I’d hang out with him
at recess and we always found things to laugh about. But one day all that changed.
For no reason, he began acting cold to me, like he hardly knew me. One day I walked
by him when he was with some of his friends, and he said something under his breath
that I didn’t catch and they all started laughing at me. One day I caught K.J. in the
bathroom and asked him what was wrong, what did I do. He said nothing, that that’s
just the way it was, that he couldn’t hang out with me. I realized that his buddies had
gotten to him, and that he had had to make a choice: my friendship or theirs.

Drafting Guidelines
Write your first draft, keeping the following in mind.
1.

The purpose of your first draft is to get the experience on paper as clearly as
you recall it. Don’t worry about your sentence wording or whether you make
an occasional error.

2.

Provide some setting and background information as a lead-in to the
experience.

3.

As you write, you are leading to the heart of the experience: whatever
happened that made the impact on your life. Bring the experience to life for
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readers by describing it in detail.
4.

The experience no doubt was an emotional one. Include your feelings and
thoughts during the experience as you recall them so that readers can sense
what you went through.

5.

Conclude the draft with what happened as a result of the experience and your
analysis of why the experience was so memorable: the impact it had on your
life.

6.

Write your draft in paragraphs, changing paragraphs as you move to
something new in your paper: a different time, a different place, a different
aspect of the experience.

7.

Keep you reading audience - your classmates - in mind as you write.

8.

Title your draft in a simple manner that tells what it is about.

Sample First draft
Lost Friendship
When I was in junior high, I mainly ran around with the guys that I had grown up
with. However, while playing sports, I got to know a guy who was from a very
different background, and we became good friends.
K.J. was a Korean guy from a different neighborhood who ran around with his own
buddies that I didn’t know. They hung out in different parts of the school from us,
and our paths seldom crossed. However, K.J. and I were together every day on the
sports fields playing football, basketball, and baseball, and we were both good
athletes. We also both liked to mess around and make people laugh, so we got along
pretty well.
One day I decided to hang out with K.J.at lunch time. I didn’t think anything of it,
and just said, “Let’s go eat together,” so we did. Soon we were also hanging out
together at recess once or twice a week and having a good time. I still hung out with
my buddies too, but not exclusively anymore. I liked being with K.J..
Then one day something strange happened. For no reason that I knew of, K.J.
started to ignore me. He didn’t talk to me and acted like he hardly knew me. I couldn’t
figure it out and started wondering what I could have done wrong. One day I walked
by him and his buddies by the shop building, and I heard him say something under his
breath, and then they all looked at me and laughed. I was mad and bewildered at the
same time, not knowing what he had said or why they were laughing, but I knew K.J.
was making fun of me. It really hurt.
Finally one day I caught up with him in the bathroom, just the two of us, and asked
him, “What’s wrong man? Why are you acting like that?” “It’s got nothin to do with
you,” he said. “We can’t be friends no more. That’s just the way it is.” “I don’t
understand,” I said. “Did I do something to you?” “You don’t get it, man,” he said.
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“That’s the way the world goes.” And he walked out.
That was the end of K.J. and my friendship, and I’m still sad about it today. As I
thought about what he had said, I began to understand that his friends had put him
back in his place where they felt he belonged, with them. I’m sure they had made it
pretty rough on him for hanging out with me. He felt the peer pressure and made the
decision he felt he had to make. I couldn’t be mad at him, and in his place, I probably
would have done the same thing. But it still seemed wrong to me. I had always been
pretty independent in the choices I made, and that experience made me even more
determined to make friends where and with who I wanted to. I realized how wrong it
was for people not to be friends because they come from different backgrounds or
different ethnic groups, or for peer pressure to determine who you hung out with and
who you didn’t. I also realized that the less you knew about people, like my not
knowing K.J.’s buddies and their not knowing mine, the more distrustful and alien
you felt towards them. K.J.’s friends didn’t dislike me for who I was, they disliked me
because I wasn’t one of them.
I saw K.J. a couple times in high school and said hi, but then he vanished and I
didn’t see him for several years. Then one day out of no where I saw him at a gas
station, walked over and said hi. He gave me his big smile, and it was one of the
moments that you remember. All the b.s. world of junior high fell away, and we talked
like friends for a few minutes. We never mentioned what happened in the past, and
when I left I said, “It’s really good to see you, K.J..” “You too, man,” he said, and I
knew he meant it.

Revision Guidelines
After setting aside your draft for awhile, read it over to see what improvements you
can make. Use the following guidelines to evaluate your draft.
1.

Read each sentence to make sure it says what you want clearly and
concisely. Revise sentences to improve their wording and smoothness, and
eliminate unnecessary words or phrases.

2.

Review your draft to see where you might add some description to bring the
experience to life for readers: describing the setting, people involved, the
action, and your thoughts and feelings at crucial times.

3.

Review your paragraphing. Change paragraphs as you move to new parts of
your paper: a different time, a different place, a different incident/ Divide overly
long paragraphs and combine two or more short, related paragraphs

4.

Read the draft a final time with your readers in mind to see if there is
anything that you can change to make the paper more interesting : adding a
particular detail, clarifying the impact the experience had on you, or adding
something new about the experience that just cameto your mind.
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Finally, write the second draft of your paper, including all changes you have made.
Sample second draft
Lost Friendship
When I was in junior high, I mainly ran around with the guys that I had grown up
with. However, while playing sports, I got to know a guy someone who was from a
very different background, and we became good friends.
K.J. was a Korean guy boy from a different neighborhood who ran around with
his own buddies that I didn’t know. They hung out in different parts of the school
from us, and our paths seldom crossed. However, K.J. and I were together every day
on the sports fields playing football, basketball, and baseball, and we were both good
athletes. We also both liked to mess around and make people laugh, so we got along
pretty well.
One day I decided to hang out with K.J. at lunch time. I didn’t think anything of
it, and just said, “Let’s go eat together,” so we did. Soon we were also having fun
hanging out being together at recess once or twice a week and having a good time. I
still hung out with my buddies too, but not exclusively anymore. I liked being with
K.J.
Then one day something strange happened I got a real shock. For no reason that I
knew of, K.J. started to just ignored me. He didn’t talk to me and acted like he
hardly knew me. I couldn’t figure it out and started wondering what I could have
done wrong. One day I walked by him and his buddies by the shop building, and I
heard him say something under his breath, and then they all looked at me and laughed.
I was mad and bewildered at the same time, not knowing what he had said or why they
were laughing, but I knew K.J. was making fun of me. It really hurt.
Another time in front of his friends he called me out to fight. I’d never said or
done a bad thing to him, yet it was like he hated me. All I said was, “I don’t
want to fight you K.J. I thought we were friends.” Then I walked away.
Finally one day I caught up with him alone in the bathroom, and asked him,
“What’s wrong man? Why are you acting like that?” “It’s got nothin to do with you,”
he said. “We can’t be friends no more. That’s just the way it is.” “I don’t
understand,” I said. “Did I do something to you?” “You don’t get it, man,” he said.
“That’s the way the world goes is. Just leave me alone.” And he walked out.
That was the end of K.J. and my our friendship, and I’m still sad about it today.
As I thought about what K.J. had said, I began to understand that his friends had
pressured him not to hang out with me. put him back in his place where they felt he
belonged, with them. I’m sure I imagine they had made it pretty rough on him. for
hanging out with me. He felt the peer pressure and made the decision he felt he had to
make. I couldn’t be mad at him, and in his place, I probably would have done the
same thing. But it still seemed wrong to me. (Begin new paragraph here.) I had
always been pretty independent in the choices I made, and that experience made me
even more determined to make friends where and with whom I wanted to. I realized
how wrong it was for people not to be friends because they come from different
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backgrounds or different ethnic groups, or for peer pressure to determine who you
liked hung out with and who you didn’t. I also realized that the less you knew about
people, like my not knowing Jessie’s buddies and their not knowing mine, the more
distrustful and alien you felt towards them. K.J.’s friends didn’t dislike me for who I
was, they disliked me because I wasn’t one of them was different.
I saw K.J. a couple times in high school and said hi, but then he vanished and I
didn’t see him for several years. Then one day out of no where I saw him at a gas
station, walked over and said hi hello. He gave me his big smile, and it was one of the
moments that you a moment I’ll always remember. All the b.s. world the problems
of junior high fell away, and we talked like friends for a few minutes. We never
mentioned what happened in the past, and when I left I said, “It’s really good to see
you, K.J..” “You too, man,” he said, and I knew he we both meant it.

Editing Guidelines
Proofread your latest draft for errors following these guidelines.
1.

Check your draft for any run-on sentences or comma splices. Separate longer
run-ons or comma splices with a period, and combine shorter ones.

2.

Check your irregular verbs to make sure you have used the proper forms.

3.

Run the spell check on your word processing program and proofread your
paper carefully to catch and correct any spelling errors.

When you finish correcting any errors, write the final draft of your paper.

Readings
Walking Out
by Barbara Ehrenreich
(from Nickeled and Dimed)
To make ends meet, I was working as a housekeeper in the hotel and a server in the
adjacent restaurant. Another housekeeper warned me that no one so far had succeeded
in combining housekeeping with serving at Jerry’s. “Some kid did it once for five
days, and you’re no kid.”
With that helpful information in mind, I rush back to trailer number 46 at Terrace
Gardens Trailer Park, which has neither terrace nor garden, down four Advils, shower,
stooping over to fit into the stall, and attempt to compose myself for the next shift.
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The only unforseen obstacle to my smooth transition from job to job is my tan Jerry’s
slacks, which had looked reasonably clean last night when I hand-washed my
Hawaiian shirt but proved by daylight to be mottled with catsup and ranch dressing
stains. I spend most of my hour-long break between jobs scouring the stains out of the
pants and then drying them over the hood of my car in the sun.
Back at the restaurant, I assure myself that I can do this two-job thing, in theory, if
I can drink enough caffeine. I am not tired at all, I conclude, though it may be that
there is simply no “I” left to do the monitoring. What I would see if I were more alert
to the situation is that the forces of destruction were already massing against me.
Then it comes, the perfect storm. Four of my tables fill up at once. Four tables is
nothing for me now, but only so long as they are obligingly staggered. As I bev table
27, tables 25, 28, and 24 are watching enviously. As I bev 25, 24 glowers because
their bevs haven't even been ordered. 28 is four yuppyish types, meaning everything
on the side and agonizing instructions as to the chicken Caesars. 25 is a middle-aged
black couple who complain, with some justice, that the iced tea isn't fresh and the
tabletop is sticky.
But table 24 is the meteorological event of the century: ten British tourists who
seem to have made the decision to absorb the American experience entirely by mouth.
Here everyone has at least two drinks - iced tea and milk shake, Michelob and water
(with lemon slice in the water, please) - and a huge, promiscuous orgy of breakfast
specials, mozz sticks, chicken strips, quesadillas, burgers with cheese and without,
sides of hash browns with cheddar, with onions, with gravy, seasoned fries, plain fries,
banana splits. Poor cook! Poor me! Because when I arrive with their first tray of food
after three prior trips just to refill bevs, Princess Di refuses to eat her chicken strips
with her pancake and sausage special since, as she now reveals, the strips were meant
to be an appetizer. Maybe the others would have accepted their meals, but Di, who is
deep into her third Michelob, insists that everything else go back while they work on
their starters. Meanwhile, the yuppies are waving me down for more decaf and the
black couple looks ready to summon the NAACP.
Much of what happens next is lost in the fog of war. Our cook starts going under.
The little printer in front of her is spewing out orders faster than she can rip them off,
much less produce the meals. A menacing restlessness rises from the tables, all of
which are full. Even the invincible Ellen is ashen from stress. I take table 24 their
reheated main courses, which they immediately reject as either too cold or fossilized
by the microwave.
When I return to the kitchen with their trays (three trays in three trips) Joy
confronts me with arms akimbo: "What is this?" She means the food - the plates of
rejected pancakes, hash browns in assorted flavors, toasts, burgers, sausages, eggs.
"Uh, scrambled with cheddar,” I say. “No!” she screams in my face, "is it a
traditional, a super-scramble, or an eye-opener?" I pretend to study my check for a
clue, but entropy has been up to its tricks, not only on the plates but in my head, and I
have to admit that the original order is beyond reconstruction. "You don't know an
eye-opener from a traditional?" she demands in outrage. All I know, in fact, is that my
legs have lost interest in the current venture and have announced their intention to
fold. I am saved by a yuppie (mercifully not one of mine) who chooses this moment to
charge into the kitchen to bellow that his food is twenty-five minutes late. Joy screams
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at him to get the hell out of her kitchen, and then turns and hurls an empty tray across
the kitchen for emphasis.
I leave. I don't walk out, I just leave. I don't finish my-side work or pick up my
credit card tips, if any, at the cash register or, of course, ask Joy's permission to go.
And the surprising thing is that you can walk out without permission, that the door
opens, that the thick tropical night air parts to let me pass, that my car is still parked
where I left it.
There is no vindication in this exit, no screw-you surge of relief, just an
overwhelming dank sense of failure pressing down on me and the entire parking lot.
Trying to endure the long shifts and relentless concentration, my job situation had
become a test of myself, and clearly I had failed. Not only had I flamed out as a
housekeeper/server, I had forgotten to give George his share of the tips, and for
reasons perhaps best known to hardworking, generous people like my co-workers Gail
and Ellen, this hurts. I don’t cry, but I realize for the first time in years that the tear
ducts are still there and capable of doing their job.
With half of my income lost, I move out of the trailer park rather than wait to be
evicted. I always knew, like millions of Americans living on minimum wages, that I
was just a job loss away from living in my car or in some flop house. It finally sunk
in that I couldn’t live the rest of my life like this, and I refused to keep falling back on
my mom like some wayward teenager. The only thing I was certain of was that my
life would never change unless I got off of the minimum-wage treadmill and somehow
found my way back to school. I had no idea how I was going to do that, but it
appeared the only speck of light in an endlessly dark night.

Questions for Discussion
1.

What background information is provided to help readers understand the author’s
situation leading up to “the perfect storm?” Why is this information important to
readers?

2.

The main incident in the essay - the four-table fiasco at the restaurant - is awash
with details about the food and the customers. What is the significance of the
details?

3.

What is the essay’s viewpoint on the situation that minimum-wage earners face
in America? Do you agree, and why?

4.

What conclusion does the author reach at the end of the essay? How do you
think she arrived at this conclusion?

5.

Have you had any personal experiences that this essay reminds you of? If so,
what did you learn from them?
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Comes the Darkness
by Vanessa Vega
The darkness starts coming for me on Monday. Much like the flu, it hits the base of
my spine first. The slight but undeniable tingling that won’t go away. I have a chill
to my bones that I can’t seem to escape, even though I take two to three hot baths a
day trying to alleviate it. My patience is nil. My sense of humor, gone. My desire to
go anywhere or do anything has left me.
I throw myself into a flurry of activity; if I run hard and fast enough maybe I can
beat it this time. Sometimes that works. But not this time. By Wednesday, the
darkness is in my dreams. I am hurt, I am alone, I am dead. By Thursday I start to
shake. I know what is going to happen and I feel powerless to fight it. The darkness
waits for me and I can’t seem to escape. By Friday morning I have shut down. I am so
far into myself that if I were to try to withdraw anymore, I would implode.
At work, I can’t seem to match the words coming out of my mouth with the voice
in my head. People smile at me, look confused, and then walk away.
I am so tired. I don’t want to do this. I desperately try to think of errands I have to
do before I go home. There aren’t any. Once I get home I check the mail. Maybe there
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will be something inside that needs my immediate and undivided attention. Junk
mail. As I walk in the door, I pray for a phone message, any message, any note or
urgent plea for my help. Anything to save me from the darkness, to save me from
myself. But not today. Today, there is only the darkness, and it waits for me.
Like all rituals, mine is exhausting and demanding. Nothing can interfere with it or
preempt it or it doesn’t count. I don’t want to be interrupted, so I walk into the
bathroom and lock the door. Naked, I stand and take a long look at myself. I look
carefully at my eyes. I’m not there, but the darkness is. I look at my breasts. My
thighs. My stomach. My face. And then I see my arms. They hang there, trembling.
Waiting.
I hear a voice. Clear. Commanding. Unmistakable. It is my own voice, insecure and
relentless. You know you have to do this. No, I don’t. Yes you do. If you were better
than this, you wouldn’t be here. I don’t need to do this anymore. Oh yes, you do. No
one wants to hear your problems. No one cares that you’re out of control. You’re a
burden and people don’t have time for this. Stop screwing around and just do it. I’m
stronger than you are. I’ve been waiting for you all week. It’s time.
The tears haven’t started yet but they will. I reach under the sink and carefully lay
out my tools: cotton balls, alcohol, scissors. I run my wrists and arms under the faucet.
I use soap to make sure everything is clean. I have to. It’s the rules. Now the tears
come. I open my eyes and look into the mirror. All of my insecurities come through
in a venomous inner dialogue. I hate you. I hate you. I hate you. I hate you for
being so weak. I hate you for what you’re about to do. I hate you for what you’ve
already done. You’re a shitty wife. A marginal teacher, at best. So now you think
you can be a writer. If that were true, you’d be doing it, not standing here thinking
about it. You think the world cares about your past? Your pain? Your ideas? Stop
kidding yourself. Face it. Nobody cares. You’re a freak. Give up. Give in. Stop
jerking around and do this. Do what you know the best. Hurt.
It’s time. I look at my wrists and see the scars that I’ve put there over the last
twenty years. I cry. I am living a lie. When I made my first cuts I swore the would be
my last. That if I could just get over the hump, the need for scissors and razor blades
and knives would be over. One day, I said, I would be in a better place. Yeah, right.
I have to be careful where and how I cut. If I screw this up, I will end up in the ER
and then I’ll be committed. Maybe I should be. Maybe I’m crazy and don’t even
know it. I take the scissors in my left hand and hold my right arm stiff. The darkness
surrounds me and I let it carry me away.
Time stands still. I don’t know how long I’ve been cutting. Part of me can see my
arm, but there isn’t any pain, and so I don’t know if it’s real. My arm has gone from
white to pink to red. I want to stop, but then I wonder if it’s enough. If it’s not, the
darkness won’t leave, and I will have to do this all over again. So I keep going. I
know the parts of me that I hate the most are just under the surface. I have to find
them and destroy them.
I don’t know why or when I stop. The scissors are lying on the counter top and I’m
holding my arm to my chest. It burns, but I’m afraid to look at it. I don’t want to see
what I’ve done. But I do. Pathetic.
I’m back in my body now. My arm stings and I panic. It’s getting late. I have to
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cleanup everything before anyone gets home. I frantically start the shower so if
anyone comes home, that’s where they’ll think I am. I clean the blades and hold them
up to my eyes. I wonder why they hate me so much. Part of me hates them back for
not doing a better job. One day, perhaps they’ll kill me. But today is not that day.
The cotton balls are at the bottom of the trash can. The sink is rinsed out and clean.
The scissors are clean and put away. There is nothing that can give me away. Except
my arm. Except my wrist. Except me.
Questions for Discussion
1.

How does the author bring readers into the personal nightmare she is living?
What details prepare you for where the narrative is heading?

2.

What is the purpose of the “internal dialogue” in paragraphs six and seven?

3.

Why does the author cut herself? How might growing up with a father who
spanked her brutally and made her feel worthless have affected her?

4.

What impact did the essay have on you? What emotions did it illicit? Why do
you think the author chose to write about her situation?

Unit Two
Influences

Throughout our lives we encounter people who influence us in different ways:
parents, grandparents, spouses, siblings, friends, teachers, coaches, co-workers,
supervisors, clergy, and so on. Some times the influence is obvious and direct, and
other times it is more subtle, affecting us in ways we may not fully understand until
later in life.
Writers often write about people who have helped shape their lives, for better or for
worse: a wonderful grandmother, an absent father, a caring teacher, a trouble-making
friend, a special older brother, an impossible boss. In this unit you will write about
one such person, someone who has made an indelible imprint on your life.
In writing this paper, you will bring a person to life for readers and reveal your
relationship with him or her by providing examples that capture that relationship.
You will also analyze and share with readers the influence this person has had on you
and the impact that he or she has made in your life.
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There are several purposes for this writing assignment. First, it allows you once
again to draw on your own background and experiences to write your paper. Second,
it provides you a different writing experience from Unit 1. You are now focusing
your writing on another person rather than yourself, and you are analyzing a
relationship rather than a personal experience. Third, you employ a new type of
writing development: using examples from life to help characterize your subject and
show your relationship with him or her. This unit’s writing assignment provides some
new challenges that will add to your growth as a writer.
As in the first unit, you use the writing process in the text to prepare, write, and
improve your drafts, beginning with prewriting activities and concluding with
proofreading and editing. In each section you are also introduced to new elements of
effective writing and review what was covered in the previous unit. The purpose of
the regular review activities is to ingrain in your mind key elements of effective
writing so that they become a natural part of your writing process.

Prewriting
During each “Prewriting” section, you prepare to write the first draft of your paper.
Prewriting activities can help you accomplish a number of things: selecting a topic,
developing some material for your draft, analyzing your thoughts and feelings about
the topic, and deciding how you might organize your thoughts on paper.

Topic Selection
To help you decide on a person to write about, think about some of the people who
have been important in your life: family members, friends, teachers, co-workers,
supervisors, coaches, and so on. Keep in mind those people who have made the
biggest impact on your life and that you would most like to write about.

Free Writing
As you did in Unit 1, you will do some free writing to consider different people you
might want to write about and develop some material for your paper. Free writing is a
good way to recall memories about people, explore your feelings, and decide whom to
write about.
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_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 2.1
Free write for ten minutes on two or three people that have made an impact on your
life. The purpose of the free writing is to help you decide on a topic, generate some
material for your paper, and think about your relationships with different people.
Sample Free Writing
#1
I guess everyone has a teacher that they had a crush on when they were little. I still
remember the name of my third grade teacher, Mrs. Sinclair. It may have been Miss
Sinclair, I don’t remember. She was pretty and young and had dark shiny hair. She
wa slender and wasn’t very tall, and I remember that she smiled a lot. She was nice to
all the kids in the class, and she was nice to me all the time and I really liked her a lot.
One time though I did something to upset her and I felt crushed. Kids were going to
the front of the room one at a time to do something, recite a poem and make a short
speech or tell what we did on the weekend or something. When it was my turn, rather
than just get up and walk to the front of the room, I tried to be funny and make
everyone laugh. Mostly I think I was trying to impress Mrs. Sinclair, but it didn’t turn
out that way. I’d walk half way to the front of the room then say something like,
Oops, I forgot something, and run back to my seat and pretend to get a piece of paper.
Then I’d walk back about half way and say Oops I forgot something, and ran back
again. By now the kids were laughing and I was laughing and I figured Mrs. Sinclair
must be laughing, but when I stopped to run back to my seat the third time, she said
sternly, “Hector, stop that right now and get to the front of the class. I don’t want
any more clowning around from you.” I was shocked and I could feel my face
burning. My eyes were beginning to water and I fought back the tears. I went to the
front of the class and meekly did whatever I was supposed to and then walked back,
my head down. I felt humiliated and sick to my stomach and I didn’t think Mrs.
Sinclair liked me any more. I actually remember going home for the next few nights
and having trouble sleeping because of what happened and how Mrs. Sinclair had
jumped on me. So in school I tried extra hard to be good and win her over, and of
course, all the big problems were just built up in my mind and she hadn’t given it a
seconds thought. She was her nice self again and I didn’t give her any trouble the rest
of the year. I think I liked her even more after that incident and I remember liking her
for the whole year. It was a real childhood crush.
#2
Growing up, my mother was the most important person in my life. I didn’t think
much about it at the time, but she did everything for me. She made me breakfast, she
always had my clothes clean and laid out for me, she took naps with me in the
afternoon, and she took care of me when I got sick. She was also always there to give
me a hug or a good night kiss. When I had a problem, it was mom I always went to.
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One time I got in trouble with another kid in the neighborhood. She had a new doll
and was showing it off to us kids, so I took it to look at it, and when she wasn’t
looking, I buried it in the dirt on the lot we were playing in. I just did it as a joke, but
when I went back to dig it up, I couldn’t find it. She was furious and I was in big
trouble, so I ran home. Mom came back to the lot with me with a shovel and dug
around until she uncovered the doll, and we returned it to her. That’s the kind of
mom she was. And I don’t ever remember her getting mad at me, even when I did
something like that. She was my hero, and as long as she was around, I always felt
safe and loved. Every kid should grow up with a mom like mine.
#3
One person that comes to mind almost immediately was my dad’s friend Bow Wow,
who had an unpronounceable Polish name. He was a real character, a bigger-than-life
type of guy who would bound into your life and then bound out again. He had all of
this energy and enthusiasm and you couldn’t help but like him. He was far from
perfect, however, and he’d have these big dreams and launch into something but
seldom finish anything. He was also someone who was full of surprises and you’d
never know what to expect from him next. He was actually famous in his own way, or
at least glommed onto some well-known people, but he was also a bit of a loser. It
was that huge gap between what he projected and who he really was that was both
fascinating and disturbing. I really never knew who the real Bow Wow was.
____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 2.2
Select a person to write about from your free writing or a different person that has
come to mind. Select someone that you would like to write about, that you have clear
memories of, and that has been influential in your life.
_____________________________________________________________________

Clustering
Clustering, aka “branching” or “mapping,” is a structured prewriting technique that
helps you generate ideas for a particular topic and consider how those ideas are
related. Beginning with a central topic, in this case the person you are writing about,
you write a down a few general things that come to mind about this person - e.g.
personality traits, characteristics, abilities, certain memories - and circle or draw a
square around each idea. These initial ideas may trigger more specific thoughts
related to each main idea. As you write down these thoughts, you create a clustering
diagram, drawing lines to connect related ideas:
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Notice that the writer began with five central ideas related to Bow Wow - loyal friend,
m
y aunt, Los
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ngeles,
qu
itter, and
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thusiasm an
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ded more
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agram you
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ay generate
some main ideas for your paper and some supporting ideas, examples, and details to
develop your paragraphs. While clustering may not provide you with everything you
eventually include in a paper, it will help you generate ideas and consider how you
may organize and develop them.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 2.3
To generate ideas for your upcoming paper, create a clustering diagram for the person
you are writing your paper on.
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Sample clustering diagram:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

First Drafts
Now that you have selected a person to write on and done some free writing on your
subject, you are ready to write the first draft of your paper. One of your challenges is
to bring this person to life for readers, to make him or her distinct from anyone else.
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One way to do this is to provide examples from life that best characterize your
subject, which is a focus for this paper.

Providing Examples
As you write your first draft, you will include qualities that your subject possesses
and the relationship that you have with him or her. In both cases, the best way to help
distinguish this person from others is to provide examples from life that set him or her
apart. Providing examples helps to personalize your paper, creates interest for
readers, and presents the clearest picture of your subject and your relationship with
him or her.
For example, it is not uncommon for a student to write, “My grandma has always
been there for me whenever I needed help.” Of course, this statement could be
written about many people and doesn’t distinguish one grandma from others. By
itself, the statement doesn’t mean a lot to readers.
However, if this statement were followed by a specific example from life, we would
understand a great deal more about the person and her relationship with the
writer. For example, consider the following two paragraphs that begin in the same
manner.
My best friend Sylvia has always been there for me when I needed help. Once
I got pretty drunk at a party, it was very late, and I was going to drive my car
home. Sylvia said, “There’s no way you’re going to drive home like that.
Give me your keys.” Like drunk people often do, I said something like, “I’m
fine. I can drive. There’s no problem,” but she wouldn’t listen. She took my
keys, got me in the passenger side, and drove me home. Being drunk, I just
stumbled into the house and said goodby, not even wondering how she was
going to get home. As it turned out, she walked home, about six blocks, at
2:00 a.m. in the morning. That’s the amazing kind of friend that Sylvia was.
My best friend Wyndell has always been there for me when I needed help. I
was always the little guy with a chip on his shoulder. I decided when I was
pretty young that I didn’t like getting picked on because I was little. I was
little, but I was tough, so I wouldn’t take any bull off anyone. Luckily, my
buddy Wyndell was usually around, and he wasn’t a fighter, but he was a
peacemaker. More than once I took on more than I could handle, standing up
to a guy who was twice my size, and Wyndell, who was a big guy himself,
would step in before any punches were thrown. He’d say something like,
“Come on guys, let’s go throw the football,” or he’d laugh and say, “Come
on. I’ll fight both of you with my eyes closed.” Usually guys like to find a
way out of a fight without losing face, and Wyndell had a knack of stopping a
fight without putting anyone down. Of course, I was the one he was doing it
for, and he kept me out of a lot of fights until I got older and didn’t have to
prove myself to anyone.
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As you can see, the two very different examples in the paragraphs are what bring
meaning to the first sentence in each paragraph. They bring people to life, create
interest for readers, show the relationships between subjects and writers, and reveal
the unique characteristics of people that make us all different.

Guidelines for Using Examples
The following guidelines will help you use examples effectively in your writing.
1.

Provide examples to show a particular quality that a person possesses.
Example:
Mr. Fritz had more energy than any teacher I’d ever had. It seemed like he
bounced into class rather than walked. His whole face would just light up with
enthusiasm and he’d say something like, “This history stuff is great, isn’t it?”
When he lectured, he’d be all over the front of the classroom, and you
couldn’t take your eyes off of him. Then all of a sudden he’d be talking from
the back of the room, and everyone’s head was turned. He was like a
showman as much as a teacher, and he’d go non-stop for the entire period. At
the end of the class he’d say something like, “Now that was fun! See you
tomorrow, historians!” You couldn’t walk out of Fritz’ class without a smile
on your face.

2.

Provide an example or examples to show the relationship between you and the
subject.
Example:
My father had a way of making me feel very small. When he’d get mad at me,
he’d just ignore me. Our family went on one trip and dad got mad at me for
some reason. He didn’t get mad or yell, he just quit paying me any attention.
He put all of his attention for the next days on my sister, and it was like I
didn’t even exist. He let her sit up front with him, help pick out the motels we
stayed in and the restaurants we ate in, and he put her in charge of the travel
map. I felt like the lowliest person on earth, and I hated that trip. I hated my
dad too, but I also craved the attention from him that I didn’t get.

3.

Whenever you write a general statement about your subject or your
relationship with him or her, provide an example to show readers exactly what
you mean.
Examples:
My brother is one of the strongest people I know. (Provide examples showing
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his strength.)
Mrs. Hatcher took every opportunity she had to put me down. (Provide an
example of one such opportunity.)
Wilson never met a stranger. (Provide an example or examples of how he
acted around people he didn’t know.)
My mom was one of the most patient people ever. (Provide an example or
examples of her patience.)
Clarice would help any stranger who was in need. (Provide an example of one
such situation.)
_____________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 2.4
For practice and to develop some potential material for your draft, provide an
example for one of the qualities or characteristics of your subject that you may
include in your paper. Write a sentence that reveals the particular quality, and then
provide an example or examples to develop the paragraph.
Sample paragraph with examples
When I was with Rupert, there was always the danger of getting into trouble because
he was a little crazy. One night we were just driving around and there were all these
orange safety cones along one side of the road to keep people off the unpaved
shoulder. Rupert thought it would be fun to see how many cones he could knock
down, and that’s what he did. Another time when I was driving, he stuck his rear out
the side window and started mooning other cars. We were in a crowded parking lot
one night where cars were packed together tightly, so he decided to get to our car by
walking on the tops of the other cars, never touching the ground. There is no doubt
that alcohol fueled Rupert’s crazy antics, and it’s amazing that he never got caught.
_____________________________________________________________________

Drafting Activity 2.5
Write the first draft of your paper keeping the following guidelines in mind.

Drafting Guidelines
1. Write with the purpose of helping readers get to know this person like you
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do. Include things that typify the kind of person he or she is, and make use of
your prewriting materials.
2. As you write, include your relationship with the person so that readers can
understand your feelings towards him or her.
3. Include examples from life throughout your draft to show readers what the
person is like, to create interest, and to reveal your relationship with him or
her.
4. As you write, change paragraphs as you move to something new your draft: a
new quality or characteristic of the person, a new example, a different aspect
of your relationship.
5. Conclude the draft by revealing the influence the person has had on your life.
6. As mentioned earlier, writing is a recursive activity where writers continually
reread sentences to help them decide what to write next. Reread what you
have written regularly to keep the writing momentum going and figure out the
best way to proceed.
7. Keep your readers for this paper in mind as you write: your classmates and
instructor.
8. Title the draft in a simple manner that tells what the paper is about.
Sample First Draft
Bow Wow
Dad’s new friend Bow Wow bounded into the house like a big dog and shook my
hand until it almost fell off. Dad introduced me as his son Freddie and Bow Wow
said, “Freddie T.! You look like a football player to me. You’re gonna play in college
someday!” I was only eight years old at the time.
Dad had met Bow Wow, whose real name was Wojahovich Wachowski, which no
one could every pronounce, playing volleyball at the YMCA. Bow Wow was new to
our small town and dad befriended him. With his unbridled enthusiasm, Bow Wow
said he was going to start up the biggest boy scout troop in the state, and he showed
me his scout master badges. I wasn’t much of a joiner, but it was hard not to get
caught in Bow Wow’s enthusiasm, so I became a Boy Scout.
The one thing I remember from my scouting was the time Bow Wow planned a
scouting campout for his eight scout members, a few hundred short of the biggest
scout troop he had planned to muster. Driving at night in a rented van, we never did
find the camping grounds and ended up staying the night in a Motel Six. Upbeat as
always, Bow Wow convinced us this was even better than camping and led us all
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down to the swimming pool and got us up for the free continental breakfast the next
morning. I only discovered later that Bow Wow had little money and had had my dad
wire him some cash to pay for the motel. Bow Wow’s scouting troop lasted about
three months.
Bow Wow was a college graduate and as vice-principal of an elementary school,
dad was responsible for hiring teachers. They were badly in need of teachers for the
fall, and dad hired Bow Wow on a “provisional” credential, with Bow Wow promising
to complete the course work to get a regular credential by the next year. True to form,
Bow Wow never enrolled in a class.
Bow Wow launched into his teaching role like he did everything else, with great
enthusiasm and a genuine love for kids. As far as dad knew, he was doing well with
his class and the students really seemed to like him. Staying power, however, was not
one of Bow Wow’s greatest attributes, and he only lasted one semester. He begged
off with some story of a sick sister that he had to take care of in Southern California,
so sadly, he had to leave Decatur.
Before he left, however, he tried to marry my aunt. Aunt Kay worked at a bank
where Bow Wow had a small account, and he asked her for a date. Pretty soon he was
taking her out regularly and buying her presents, driving her around in a fancy car that
he had rented. After a two-week whirlwind romance, Bow Wow asked Aunt Kay to
marry him. Caught up in Bow Wow’s boundless enthusiasm and laser-like attention,
she was seriously considering it until my dad interjected himself and said, “Over my
dead body!” So Aunt Kay rejected him and Bow Wow was out of town the next day.
Bow Wow sent us Christmas cards for a couple years, never with a return address
and always with additional postage to be paid - Bow Wow’s idea of a joke I suppose and then out of the blue he sent us a letter. He was in Hollywood, he had married a
celebrity journalist, lived in Beverly Hills, and started a film company called Trancas
Productions, which was going to specialize in horror films. He invited us out to
Hollywood to see the sights. Dad thought this was some kind of a joke, so he wrote to
Bow Wow asking for specifics: an address where he lived and a date we could come
out. To dad’s dismay, Bow Wow responded.
Everything was true. Bow Wow was the fourth, and not last, husband of the
celebrity journalist, and they lived in a big, fancy house in Beverly Hills. Actually,
Bow Wow was mainly relegated to a smaller back house where he worked and had his
bed, so we never got to go inside the mansion. He took us to his Trancas Productions
site, which was a big, practically empty warehouse he had leased with seed money
from his wife, and true to form, he said he was going to get Hollywood’s greatest
actors and make the greatest horror films true to the “vintage” genre of the old Dracula
and Frankenstein movies. He had finally found his calling. We wished him luck and
thanked him for the tour.
The celebrity journalist divorced Bow Wow after about a year, and later in a
published autobiography gave him exactly one sentence, referring to him as that
“crazy Pole that I wasted a year of my life with.” If Trancas Productions ever made a
movie, it never made it to the big screen, and I could never find anything online about
a “Trancas Productions” existing. Same old Bow Wow.
We kept getting the Christmas cards for years, never with a return address and
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always short of postage. Then one day I was watching an Illinois-UCLA football
game and saw a heavy-set guy prowling the UCLA sidelines with a big UCLA
sweatshirt on. I called dad over and said, “Doesn’t that look like Bow Wow to you?”
Sure enough it was, a little older and heavier but with that same exuberance, slapping
players on the back and acting like he was one of the guys. Bow Wow had reinvented
himself again.
Dad did some research and found out through the UCLA athletic publicity
department that Bow Wow was like an unofficial mascot for the team. At first he had
hung around the practice field and then began attending every practice and getting to
know all the players. The team basically “adopted” Bow Wow and gave him a spot on
the sidelines. Dad sent a letter to Bow Wow through the UCLA football department,
and to our dismay, we got a return letter and an invitation to stand on the sidelines
with him at a game. Soon we received two sidelines passes from the football
department, and we were off to California once more.
Bow Wow greeted us the day of the game, as always, like his two best friends. He
took us to the before-game training meal, where I got to meet a few of the players.
We spent a great afternoon on the sidelines, UCLA won, and Bow Wow was in a
splendid mood. After the game, however, he said he had to do something across town,
so we took our leave, learning nothing more of Bow Wow’s mysterious life. But it
had been a great day for dad and me.
A few years later, the last thing we learned about Bow Wow was his death. From
the UCLA publicist’s office, we were sent a newspaper clipping about the death of
one Wojahovich Wachowski, a longtime friend of UCLA and its football program.
He had been found dead in a small rented house, with a huge mound of junk piled in
his front yard and his house scattered everywhere with UCLA memorabilia. The
article said that the UCLA football program and players mourned his loss and will
miss him greatly.
Bow Wow’s ending was certainly bizarre but not really that surprising to me or my
dad. Bow Wow never stuck to anything in his life, so for him to end up in a little
rented house with a junk pile for a front yard was perhaps fitting. His last years,
attending UCLA football practices and roaming the sidelines of every game, were
probably his happiest. He always wanted to do great things, and being associated with
UCLA and football was probably the closest he came, even as an unofficial mascot.
He had finally found his calling.
_____________________________________________________________________

Revision
Now that you have completed your first draft, set it aside for a time before reading it
to see what might be improved. After distancing yourself from your paper, you
can read it more objectively and identify more clearly what you have done well
and what you might do better.
Revising drafts is a part of the writing process shared by all writers. After you get
your ideas on paper, you can begin to fine tune your sentence wording, add details or
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examples where they will strengthen the paper, retool your paragraphing, make
changes that will add to the readers’ interest or understanding and, if necessary,
reorganize parts of the paper. The purpose of revision is to improve your paper,
and you will usually find ways to do it.
In each “Revision” section, you review the elements that were covered in previous
units and are introduced to new elements that help writers revise their drafts
effectively. In this section, you continue to work on improving sentence wording,
adding details, and improving your paragraphing, and you are introduced to a new
writing feature: transitional wording.

Transitional Wording
In the most effective writing, sentences and paragraphs are tied together in ways that
show the relationship among the different parts of the paper and that connect those
parts to the whole. One of the most effective ways to show the relationships among
sentences and paragraphs is through transitional wording: words and phrases that tie
a writer’s thoughts together and show how they are related.
Transitions can serve several functions in a paper: to show how events are related
in time, how different ideas are related to one another, how one paragraph relates to
another, how one sentence relates to another, or how a process moves from step to
step. The use of simple, well-placed transitions such as next, in addition, second, or
finally provide signposts that guide readers through a paper, indicating what comes
next and its relation to what has come before.

Commonly Used Transitions
The following transitions include a variety of words and phrases writers use to
connect their ideas.
1. Transitions that show the order in which ideas are presented, the steps in a
process, or the events in a sequence: first, second, next, then, now, finally.
2. Transitions that add one idea to another: furthermore, in addition, also,
moreover, additionally, on top of that, beyond that, besides that.
3. Transitions that introduce an example: for instance for example, such as.
4. Transitions that indicate a conclusion: finally, lastly, as you can see, in
conclusion, in summary.
5. Transitions that show a contrast between ideas or events: however, on the
other hand, nevertheless, nonetheless, on the contrary, despite, in spite of,
whereas.
6. Transitions that show a cause-effect relationship - one thing occurring as the
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result of another: therefore, consequently, thus, as a result, to that end,
because of that.
7. Transitions that emphasize a particular point or idea: in fact, actually, of
course, in reality, needless to say.
8. Of the transitions, you may be least familiar with the following:
moreover: even more importantly (similar to beyond that or on top of that)
Example: Jules is an excellent student; moreover, he is a wonderful human
being.
consequently: because of that (similar to therefore or thus)
Example: There was a power outage in the neighborhood; consequently, all
houses were dark inside.
nevertheless: similar to in spite of, despite that, or nonetheless
Example: It was raining hard all morning; nevertheless, we still went to the
soccer game.
as you can see: based on what has been written; judging from what has come
before.
Example: Yesterday it was 95 degrees with clear skies. Today it is only 72
degrees with high winds and clouds. As you can see, the weather
this time of year is quite variable.
9. Notice that when a transition ties two sentences together, it is preceded by a
semi-colon (;), a punctuation mark which unites two related sentences. Here
are some examples:
The last subway train ran a half hour ago; therefore, we’ll have to catch a bus
downtown.
Ike had problems on his last calculus exam; however, he’s still doing well in
the class.
Lucinda has had a head cold for a month; despite that, she hasn’t missed a
day of work.
The following paragraphs contain a number of transitions in italics. Notice how they
tie ideas within and between paragraphs together and aid the reader’s understanding
of the writer’s living situation.
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Apartment Woes
The apartment that my roommate and I rented didn’t turn out to be a good deal.
First, the walls are so thin that we hear the neighbors on both sides and above us,
making it hard to study at night. Second, the water pressure is really low, so it
takes forever to wash and rinse our hair. On top of that, in the morning we lose
our hot water in a matter of minutes, so the second person to shower often gets
cold water. We’ve gone to showering at night when there is less demand on the
water.
Then there is the problem with the landlord. He is supposed to fix anything that
goes wrong in the apartment. However, when we need him, he can seldom be
found. When we finally get a hold of him and tell him about the problem, he
takes forever to get around to it. As a consequence, we’ve had a leaky kitchen
faucet for weeks.
On the other hand, the apartment is in walking distance to school, and the rent is
very reasonable. Therefore, we’ll stick it out at least for this year. Apartments
near the school aren’t easy to get into, so we basically took the best one we could
get. Moreover, anything is better than living in the dorms for a second year.
Having our own apartment and the freedom that goes with it is a big improvement
despite the problems.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 2.6
Fill in the blanks with appropriate transitional words or phrases from the list to tie the
sentences and paragraphs of the following paper together.
Example: Nothing we tried was ridding the apartment of cockroaches; therefore, we
had a professional exterminator come out and do the job.
The New Arena
The seating in the new on-campus arena is terrible. The 18,000 seat arena has been
publicized as one of the best on the East Coast, a great place to watch a college
basketball game or a concert. _________________, the reality does not live up to the
hype.
___________________, the seats are narrower than you’d expect. You are
crammed into a seat, and if you have large people sitting on either side, you feel like
they are spilling over into your seat. It is not comfortable sitting in an undersized seat,
and everyone complains about it.
___________________, the leg space between rows of seats is not adequate. If you
are relatively tall, you have to scrunch up your knees to put your feet on the floor.
Crossing your legs is almost impossible since you’ll hit the person in front of you or
your crossed leg will end up in the person’s space beside you. _________________,
everyone sits like little toy soldiers, and it gets very uncomfortable. _____________,
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every time someone walks in front of you, you have to stand up to let them by.
People are standing up and sitting down all night long as others in their row arrive
late, go for food, or to the bathroom. ___________________, your view of the
basketball game or other event is blocked regularly by people standing to let others
by.
________________________, the arena is an uncomfortable place to sit for two or
three hours. _____________________, there is no solving the problem since all of the
concrete rows would have to be knocked out and redone. The tight seating is the
result of one thing only: greed. The college wanted to cram as many seats as possible
into the available space to sell the most tickets for the greatest revenue. They did this
at the expense of every student or other person attending a game or concert, and
_____________________, a lot of people are staying away. They haven’t filled the
arena yet, but if they had put 15,000 comfortable seats into the arena instead of
18,000 uncomfortable ones, they would fill it regularly.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 2.7
The following draft contains no transitional wording. Insert transitions in places that
will tie sentences and paragraphs together effectively.
Example:
My computer takes forever to start working. It’s relatively new, but it still takes up to
ten minutes before I can get online, open my e-mail, or get into Word Perfect. I have
to turn it on and then go do something else for ten or fifteen minutes before I can get
onto it.
Once it starts working, it’s great. I can move from one program to the next in no
time, and it’s the fastest computer I’ve owned. There must be computers that don’t
take forever to warm up like mine. Since it’s only a year old, I’ll be keeping it for
quite a while, and I don’t see any solution to the problem. The computer works fine,
but it’s slow to get going. I’ll just have to live with it.
Revised (transitions in italics):
My computer takes forever to start working. It’s relatively new, but it still takes up to
ten minutes before I can get online, open my e-mail, or get into Word Perfect.
Consequently, I have to turn it on and then go do something else for ten or fifteen
minutes before I can get onto it.
On the other hand, once it starts working, it’s great. I can move from one program
to the next in no time, and it’s the fastest computer I’ve owned. However, there must
be computers that don’t take forever to warm up like mine. Since it’s only a year old,
I’ll be keeping it for quite a while, and I don’t see any solution to the problem. The
computer works fine, but it’s slow to get going. Despite the problem, I’ll just have to
live with it.
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Song Writer
I enjoy writing songs. I have been doing it on and off for the past three years and have
written a couple dozen songs, mostly heard only by myself and my cat. I enjoy the
process when I’m in the mood, and it’s my one creative outlet.
When I was around ten, my dad taught me a few chords on our old piano that form
the basis for most pop songs. Once I learned the chords, I discovered that with some
practice and trial and error, I could play most of my favorite songs. I added new
chords as I worked on more challenging melodies, and I progressed to applying the
chords to melodies of my own creation.
When I’m in the mood, usually after listening to some good music, I’ll go to the
piano and experiment with the first notes of a melody that bang around in my head.
Sometimes those first few notes lead nowhere, and other times I’m able to build on
them and create a melody that I can use for a song. Composing the melody is the fun
part. Writing the lyrics for the song is tough. I’m not a great lyricist, and I struggle to
find an idea for the song, the best rhyming words to help tell the story, and a catchy,
repeatable refrain line that most songs are anchored by. Often the words sound fake or
corny, so I constantly revise for the song to have a real emotional feel. Writing lyrics
is draining for me. When I finish there’s a definite sense of accomplishment although
I’m never completely satisfied.
I consider myself only a modest talent when it comes to song writing, and I have
no illusions that I’ll be the next Jewel or Taylor Swift. Like most songwriters, I dream
about writing that one magical song that the world falls in love with, but the chances
are one in a million. I remain content to write mainly for myself and my cat, who
often sits on the piano bench when I compose. For the songs I write, a silent critic is
probably the best kind.

Revision Guidelines
The following guidelines will help you revise your draft effectively.
1. Reread your draft to consider the perspective you have provided readers about the
person you are writing about. Does the draft provide the clearest, most accurate
portrayal of the person, that particular essence that you wish to convey to readers?
What might you add or change to ensure that readers view your subject in the way
that you want them to?
2. Read your draft to see what you might add to make it clearer or more interesting
for readers. Are there examples you can add to help show readers the
qualities and characteristics that your subject possesses or that help them see
the relationship between the person and yourself? Are there details you can
add that will help readers see, hear, and feel what you want them to?
3. Reread each sentence to see if its wording can be improved. Delete words
and phrases that are unnecessary or repetitive, replace questionable words
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with more appropriate ones, reword sentences to eliminate awkward phrasing,
and make vaguely worded sentences clearer. Your goal is to make every
sentence as smooth, clear, and concise as you can.
4. Review your paragraphing to see whether you change paragraphs when you move
to something new in your paper: a different quality of your subject, a
new example, or a new aspect of your relationship. In addition, if you have
any overly long paragraphs, divide them into two, and if you strong two or
three short paragraphs together, combine them.
5. Read your draft to see whether you have used transitional wording to tie
sentences and paragraphs together. Insert appropriate transitions in places
where they would help readers understand the relationship between your
thoughts and between different paragraphs.
6. Read your conclusion to make sure readers understand the impact that this
person has on your life, and make any changes that would strengthen your
conclusion or help readers understand the impact.

Revision Review
Before revising your draft, complete the next three review activities to practice
making revisions following the guidelines presented.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 2.8
With a partner, read the following paragraphs and make note of places in the draft
where an example or detail could be added to make the draft clearer, more interesting,
or more informative.
My Niece
I love my little niece, but she is developing some habits that don’t endear her to other
children or adults who don’t know her well. One of those habits is wanting to be in
control. No matter who she is with, she is the one who has to decide what they are
going to do.
She always has lots of ideas and quickly throws them out, so she often gets her
way. However, when she is around older children or children her age who are also
strong willed, there can be problems. As a result, some children aren't too thrilled to
play with her.
Another bad habit she has developed is bragging, and she finds plenty to
brag about. This can really bother other children, and they often react to her
bragging negatively. Her mother is aware of the problem and working with
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her on it.
My niece is a pretty, affectionate child with good manners. She also has a great
sense of humor. Hopefully she will grow out of her bad habits, or be broken of them,
so that her good qualities will shine through.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 2.9
Revise the following paragraph to improve sentence wording. Reword any sentence
that is overly long, repetitive, awkward, vague, or has some questionable word
choices.
Examples:
The runner that is running in the outside lane has the advantage until the turn, when
he loses that advantage.
Revised: The runner that is running in the outside lane has the advantage until the
turn, when he loses that advantage.
Theresa didn’t make out an application for the job as a student assistant to the
registrar until it was too late and the application deadline had passed.
Revised: Theresa didn’t make out an application failed to apply for the job as a of
student assistant to the registrar until it was too late and the application
before the deadline. had passed.
The last two weeks of the summer were the hottest on record in the valley that were
ever recorded in history. You could step outside in the morning to get the morning
paper and be covered with beads of perspiration in a matter of a minute or so. We had
fourteen days in a row of temperatures that were over 100 degrees. To make matters
worse, there were power shortages in the area that were brought on by the heavy
usage of air conditioning units, and many people were without air conditioning for
part of the time. At least six deaths in the valley were caused by or at least their cause
was devoted to heat prostration caused by lack of air conditioning. All six were
senior citizens. In addition, the air was saturated with humidity at a record rate, and
so what was actually 100 degrees felt more like 110 with the combination of heat and
humidity. It was the most miserable two weeks of weather I had ever engaged in.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 2.10
Paragraph the following first draft by marking off the beginning of each new
paragraph. Change paragraphs when the writer moves to something new in the draft.
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A Scary Uncle
I didn’t see my Uncle Prine very often since he lived half way across the country from
us. But the few times that I did see him as a young boy left a lasting impression on
me. My family lived in Arizona and Uncle Prine lived in Tennessee. We drove cross
country two or three times during my childhood to visit my dad’s relatives in
Tennessee. We saw lots of aunts and uncles and cousins, but no one stood out quite
like Uncle Prine. When dad would say, “We’re going to Uncle Prine and Aunt
Lucy’s house for a couple nights, the hairs would stand up on the back of my neck.
All you had to do was look at Uncle Prine to tell that this was one crazy man. He had
these wild looking blue eyes that could stare right through you, and he kept them
partially hooded by eyelids that made him look like a snake ready to attack. He had a
huge bulb for a nose and his nose and entire face were an angry red color all the time.
His fat lips always had a smirk on them like a joke was coming and it was going to be
on you. The only place I ever remember seeing Uncle Prine was sitting in a rocker on
his front porch. That way he could patrol all the goings and comings from the house.
And every time my sister and I would go outside to play or come back inside, I knew
Uncle Prine would have something to say, his eyes lit up like firecrackers. “Boy,”
he’d say, “I wouldn’t be goin to the back yard to play today.” Being only six years
old, I’d always take the bait. “Why not, Uncle Prine?” I’d ask. “Because there’s
alligators back there this morning, and they’d bite your feet off.” I’d just stand there
on the porch, half petrified, and then he’d break into this loud, awful cackle and say,
“Got you good boy. You turned white as a sheet.” And he’d cackle some more.
Then he’d say, “Get out to that back yard. Any dummy knows there ain’t no
alligators in town.” And I’d slink down the steps, burned again. You’d think I
wouldn’t have fallen for Uncle Prine’s scare tactics after a while, but you’d have to
see Uncle Prine and hear him to understand why I did. One time I was going into the
house and there was Uncle Prine as usual sitting in his chair, just waiting for his prey.
As I walked up the steps he literally leaped out of his chair, astonishingly fast for an
old man, and blocked the door. “Don’t go in there Boy!” he shouted. “Don’t go in
there!” He was shaking all over and looked like he had seen ten ghosts. “What’s
wrong, Uncle Prine?” I asked. “The Bogeyman’s in there, and if you go in, he’s going
to cut out your heart and eat it. That’s why I’m out here.” Well, that was too much
for me, and I started crying. You’d think my crying would have softened him up, but
not Uncle Prine. Here came that mad cackle again, and the more I cried, the louder he
cackled. “Got you good that time boy. You Western boys still believe in the
Bogeyman? There ain’t no Bogeyman, boy. Only your Aunt Lucy in there, and she
ain’t no Bogeyman.” Well, Uncle Prine never changed, but I did. I got older, and
when I was nine, we went back again. It was the same old Uncle Prine on the porch,
but I was ready for him this time, or so I thought. “How you doin’, boy?” he asked
me, that smirk on his mouth and gleam in his eye. “I’m doin good, Uncle Prine, I’m
doin real good,” I said. “That’s good Boy, that’s real good,” he said. Things were
quiet for a day or so, and I could tell he was sizing me up, like he was circling his
prey to figure out the best way to attack. This time though I would be ready and
waiting. I went outside the next morning and Uncle Prine said, “Boy, I wouldn’t go
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into the back yard this morning. We got snakes back there.” I thought, is that the best
you can do Uncle Prine? Can’t you come up with anything scarier than that? “Sure,”
I said to my uncle with a smile. “I’ll be real careful,” and went around to the back
where the swings and slide were. I began swinging when all of a sudden I saw
something slithering on the ground in the grass area beside the swings. I let out a
scream, jumped off the swing, and ran for my life. Uncle Prine had snuck around
back for a look at the fun, and I could hear his cackling as I ran for safety. Turns out
he had turned a couple of harmless garter snakes loose near the swings that morning
and just waited for me to call his bluff. I couldn’t believe he’d go to all that trouble
just to scare me, but Uncle Prine was one demented man, and when he died a couple
of years later, I can’t say that I was terribly sad.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 2.11
Revise your first draft by applying the revision guidelines presented. Then exchange
drafts with a classmate, or a small group of classmates, read each other’s paper, and
make any suggestions that you feel will improve the paper. Then write your second
draft, incorporating all of the changes that you made.
Sample Draft Revisions
Bow Wow
My dad’s new friend Bow Wow bounded into the house like a big dog and shook my
hand until it almost fell off. Dad introduced me as his son Freddie and Bow Wow
said, “Freddie T.! You look like a football player to me. You’re gonna play in college
someday!” I was only eight years old at the time.
Dad had met Bow Wow, whose real name was with the unpronounceable real
name of Wojahovich Wachowski, which no one could every pronounce, playing
volleyball at the YMCA. Bow Wow was new to our town and dad befriended him.
Bow Wow was a big guy with a ruddy face, thick black eyebrows, and a buzz cut.
With his unbridled enthusiasm, Bow Wow said told us he was going to start up the
biggest boy scout troop in the state, and he showed me his scout master badges. I
wasn’t much of a joiner, but it was hard not to get caught in Bow Wow’s the
enthusiasm, so I became a Boy Scout.
The one thing What I remember from my scouting days was the time Bow Wow
planned a scouting campout camping trip for his eight scout members, a few hundred
short of the biggest scout troop he had planned to muster. Driving at night in a rented
van, we never did find the camping grounds and ended up staying the night in at a
Motel Six. Upbeat as always, Bow Wow convinced us this was even better than
camping, and led us all down to the swimming pool for a dip, and got us up for the
free continental breakfast the next morning. I only discovered learned later that Bow
Wow had little money and had had to call my dad to wire him some cash to pay for
the motel. Bow Wow’s scouting troop lasted about three months.
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Bow Wow was a college graduate and as vice-principal of a small elementary
school, dad was responsible for hiring teachers. They were The school was badly in
need of teachers for the fall, and dad hired Bow Wow on a “provisional” credential,
with Bow Wow promising to complete the course work to get for a regular credential
by the next school year. True to form, Bow Wow He never enrolled in a class.
Bow Wow launched into his teaching role career like he did everything else, : with
great enthusiasm exuberance and a genuine love for kids. As far as dad knew, he was
doing well with his class and the students really seemed to like him. Staying power,
however, was not one of Bow Wow’s greatest attributes, and he only lasted one
semester. He begged off with some story of a sick sister that he had to take care of in
Southern California, so sadly, he had to leave Decatur.
Before he left, however, he tried to marry my aunt. Aunt Kay worked at a bank
where Bow Wow had a small account, and he asked her for a date. Pretty soon he was
taking her out regularly, and buying her presents, and driving her around in a fancy
rental car that he had rented. After a two-week whirlwind romance, Bow Wow asked
Aunt Kay to marry him. Caught up in Bow Wow’s boundless enthusiasm and laserlike attention, she was seriously considering it until my dad interjected himself and
said, “Over my dead body!” So Aunt Kay rejected him and Bow Wow was out of
town the next day.
Bow Wow sent us Christmas cards for a the next couple years, never with a return
address and always with additional postage to be paid - Bow Wow’s idea of a joke. I
suppose - and Then out of the blue one day he sent us a letter. He was in Hollywood,
he had married a celebrity journalist, lived in Beverly Hills, and started a film
company called Trancas Productions, which was going to specialize in horror films.
He invited us out to Hollywood to see the sights. Dad thought this was some kind of
knew this had to be a joke, so he called Bow Wow’s bluff, wrote to Bow Wow
writing and asking for specifics: an address where he lived and a date we could come
out. To dad’s dismay surprise, Bow Wow responded.
Everything was true. Bow Wow was the fourth, and not last, husband of the
celebrity journalist, and they lived in a big, fancy house in Beverly Hills. Actually,
Bow Wow was mainly relegated to a smaller back house where he worked and had his
bed, so we never got to go inside the mansion. He took us to his Trancas Productions
site, which was a big, practically nearly empty warehouse he had leased with seed
money from his wife, and true to form, he said he was going to get Hollywood’s
greatest actors and make the greatest horror films true to the “vintage” genre of like
the Dracula and Frankenstein movies of old. He had finally found his calling. We
wished him luck, and thanked him for the tour, and wondered on our flight home
how long the latest incarnation of Bow Wow would last.
The celebrity journalist divorced Bow Wow after about a year, and later in a
published autobiography gave him exactly one sentence, referring to him as that
“crazy Pole that I wasted a year of my life with.” If Trancas Productions ever made a
movie, it never made it to the big screen, and I could never find anything online about
a “Trancas Productions” ever existing. Same old Bow Wow.
We kept getting the Christmas cards for years, never with a return address and
always short of postage. Then one day I was watching an Illinois-UCLA football
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game and saw a heavy-set guy prowling the UCLA sidelines with a big UCLA
sweatshirt on. I called dad over and said, “Doesn’t that look like Bow Wow to you?”
Sure enough it was, a little older and heavier but with that same exuberance, slapping
players on the back and acting like he was one of the guys. coaches. Bow Wow had
reinvented himself again.
Dad did some research and found out through the UCLA athletic publicity
department that Bow Wow was like an unofficial mascot for the team. At first he had
hung around the practice field, and then began attending every practice and getting to
know all the players. Eventually the team basically “adopted” Bow Wow and gave
him a spot place on the sidelines. Dad sent a letter to Bow Wow through the UCLA
football department, and to our dismay shock, we got a return letter and an invitation
to stand on the sidelines with him at a game. Soon we received two sidelines passes
from the football department, and we were off to California once more.
Bow Wow greeted us the day of the game, as always, like his two best friends. It
was like no time had passed since we last saw him. He took us to the before-game
training meal, where I got to meet a few of the players. We spent a great afternoon on
the sidelines, UCLA won, and Bow Wow was in a splendid mood. After the game,
however, he said he had to do something across town, so we took our leave, learning
nothing more of Bow Wow’s mysterious current life. But it had been a great day for
dad and me.
A few years later, the last thing we learned our last thing about Bow Wow. From
the UCLA publicist’s office, we were sent received a newspaper clipping about the
death of one Wojahovich Wachowski, a longtime friend of UCLA and its football
program. He had been found dead in a small rented house in West Los Angeles, with
a huge mound of junk piled in his front yard and his house and UCLA memorabilia
scattered throughout the house. with UCLA memorabilia. The article said that the
UCLA football program and players mourned his loss and will would miss him
greatly.
Bow Wow’s ending was certainly bizarre but not really that surprising to me or my
dad. Bow Wow never stuck to anything in his life, so for him to end up in a little
rented house with a junk pile for a front yard was perhaps fitting. His last years
attending UCLA football practices and roaming the sidelines of every game were
probably his happiest. He always wanted to do great things, and being associated with
UCLA and the football program was probably the closest he came. He was the most
interesting character I’ll probably ever know, and in his own way, a most loyal
friend.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Editing
Now that you have revised your paper to improve its content, wording, and
paragraphing, you are ready to proofread it for errors and make any necessary
corrections. The goal of the editing phase is to produce an error-free final draft to
share with readers.
While editing your paper for errors is typically the final step in the writing process,
it is no less important than the others. No matter how interesting or thought-provoking
a paper may be, readers also judge your writing on its correctness. If a paper is filled
with spelling, punctuation, or grammatical errors, readers may judge the writing
rather harshly since such errors distract from the writer’s ideas.
It is not surprising that readers are troubled by writing errors. They are used to
reading predominantly error-free writing, whether it be textbooks, newspapers,
magazines, novels, or non-fiction books. They are used to focusing on content and
not being bothered by run-on sentences or misspelled words. As writers, we owe it to
readers to provide them with the best writing we can. We also owe it to ourselves to
write correctly to put our ideas in the best possible light.

67
In each “Editing” section, you review what you learned in the previous unit, are
introduced to some new editing considerations, and proofread your draft for errors
following the editing guidelines provided.

Sentence Fragments
In the first editing section, you proofread and edited your draft for run-on sentences:
two or more sentences run together without a period. A second punctuation problem
involves inserting a period before the sentence ends, creating an incomplete sentence
called a sentence fragment. While sentence fragments are not as common as run-on
sentences, they do create problems for some writers.
The following guidelines will help you avoid sentence fragments and correct those
you find.
1. A sentence fragment is an incomplete sentence. It does not express a complete
thought or idea, and it leaves readers with an unanswered question. Here are
some examples of sentence fragments.
Because you are such a hard worker. (What will happen?)
Sitting outside on our new rocking chairs. (Who was sitting?)
After we finish cleaning out the garage. (What will happen?)
The woman wearing the green and white running shoes. (What about her?)
2. Most typically, fragments are created by separating one half of a sentence from
the other by a period. If you remove the period, you have a complete, correctly
punctuated sentence. Here are some examples, with the fragment underlined.
The manager is going to promote you. Because you are such a hard worker.
(The second half is a fragment which belongs with the first sentence.)
Corrected:
The manager is going to promote you because you are such a hard worker.
Before I go to the park and play softball. I am going to get a lot of work done
around the apartment.
(The first half is a fragment which belongs with the sentence.)
Corrected:
Before I go to the park and play softball, I am going to get a lot of work done
around the apartment.
Alvin really enjoys watching cooking shows. Especially the ones with audience
participation.
(The second half is a fragment which makes no sense without the previous
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sentence.)
Corrected:
Alvin really enjoys watching cooking shows, especially the ones with audience
participation.
I enjoy doing many things in the winter. Skating on the frozen pond in the park,
going to hockey games, drinking hot chocolate, and warming myself by a fire.
(The list of activities – skating on a frozen pond, going to hockey games, drinking
hot chocolate – is not a sentence. It needs to be attached to the sentence
before it.)
Corrected:
I enjoy doing many things in the winter such as skating on the frozen pond in the
park, going to hockey games, drinking hot chocolate, and warming myself by a
fire.
3. To correct a sentence fragment, do one of the following:
a. Attach the fragment to the sentence it belongs with by deleting the period.
Example (fragment underlined)
You wear the most interesting outfits. While I wear the most boring.
Corrected:
You wear the most interesting outfits while I wear the most boring.
b. Add words to the fragment to make it a complete sentence.
Example (fragment underlined)
There’s a lot we can do without spending money. For example,
window shop at the mall, hike to the top of Barker Hill, or bike across town to
the pier.
Corrected:
There’s a lot we can do without spending money. For example, we can window
shop at the mall, hike to the top of Barker Hill, or bike across town to the pier.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 2.13
Eliminate any sentence fragment by either deleting the period that separates the
fragment from the sentence it belongs with, or by adding words to the fragment to
make it a complete sentence.
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Examples
No one should stand around the excavation site. Until the cyclone fence is erected.
Corrected:
No one should stand around the excavation site until the cyclone fence is erected.
Alphonse is a formidable looking man. Tall and muscular, with a thick chest and
arms.
Corrected:
Alphonse is a formidable looking man. He is tall and muscular, with a thick chest and
arms.
1. The cafeteria food has improved. Since the school privatized the operation.
2. Instead of a school-run cafeteria with your usual food. The cafeteria is now a
food court with a number of different vendors selling food.
3. Today you can get practically any kind of food you want. For example,
Mexican, Chinese, Japanese, or Italian.
4. The cafeteria also looks much different today. At least a dozen food booths
around the walls of the cafeteria, with seating in the middle.
5. The cafeteria is more crowded than ever. Especially between noon and 2:00
p.m.
6. Although I don’t eat there very often. I’ve always enjoyed my food when I’ve
gone.
7. The cafeteria has taken away a lot of lunch business from the fast food
restaurants in the area. Because it has a number of fast food choices itself.
8. The purpose of changing the cafeteria was to keep more students on campus for
lunch by offering a variety of good food. Which seems to be working out well.
___________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 2.12
Correct any sentence fragments in the following paragraph by deleting a period that
separates the fragment from the sentence it belongs with or by adding words to the
fragment to form a complete sentence.
Example
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The shift key on my computer keyboard keeps sticking. Any time I hit it accidentally.
When it is stuck in the down position. I can’t type at all. Everything gets highlighted
when I want to highlight a single word or sentence. My keyboard is old, and I think I
need to replace it.
Corrected
The shift key on my computer keyboard keeps sticking any time I hit it accidentally.
When it is stuck in the down position, I can’t type at all. Everything gets highlighted
when I want to highlight a single word or sentence. My keyboard is old, and I think I
need to replace it.
Scheduling Problems
Getting the classes you need in a particular semester is difficult. Especially if are
trying to schedule them around your work. If you are working, you may only have
certain times you can take classes. For example, before noon, after 2:00 p.m., or just
in the evening. The most difficult time to schedule classes is in the morning.
Because that is the most popular time. Most students like to finish their classes by
noon or early afternoon, so morning classes close fast. Late afternoon classes are the
easiest to schedule since many students are working or just don’t want to be in class.
However, they are sometimes difficult to get into because fewer late afternoon classes
are offered. If you can go only in the evening, you are lucky to get into two or, at the
most, three classes. Meaning that it will take many semesters to complete your course
work. Many working students take many years to complete even two years of college
course work. Which also makes college more expensive.
_____________________________________________________________________

Comma Usage
Using commas correctly is an important part of effective writing. Fortunately, there
are some basic punctuation rules that govern the use of commas within sentences. In
this section you are introduced to those rules and then apply them to your draft.
The main purpose for using commas is to show readers where to pause within your
sentences. These pauses create a reading rhythm that helps readers follow your
thoughts most clearly, and they often indicate something new to follow in the
sentence. Commas are also inserted in places where their absence could change and
misconstrue the meaning of a sentence for readers.
For example, read the following paragraphs, the first containing no commas and
the second with commas inserted correctly into sentences.
When you drive across the campus you run into a number of problems. First there
are a number of roads that dead-end into a building or a grass area so you have to
turn around. Next there are a number of one-way streets but there is no pattern to

71
them which makes it baffling getting to where you want to go. In fact after trying
to get across campus many different ways I still haven’t found a way to drive from
one side to the other without going out to one of two main roads adjacent to
campus. I have finally come to the conclusion which I have no doubt is correct
that the university doesn’t want you to cross the campus using internal roads but
instead they want you to use the outside roads and keep the internal roads free for
students seeking parking spaces. I guess that makes sense but it would sure be nice
to have at least one internal road that goes all the way across campus.
When you drive across the campus, you run into a number of problems. First,
there are a number of roads that dead-end into a building or a grass area, so you
have to turn around. Next, there are a number of one-way streets, but there is no
pattern to them, which makes it baffling getting to where you want to go. In fact,
after trying to get across campus many different ways, I still haven’t found a way
to drive across campus without going out to one of two main roads adjacent to the
school. I have finally come to the conclusion, which I have no doubt is correct,
that the university doesn’t want you to cross the campus using internal roads, but
instead they want you to use the outside roads and keep the internal roads free for
students seeking parking spaces. I guess that makes sense, but it would sure be
nice to have at least one internal road that goes all the way across campus.
Notice how each comma in the second paragraph creates a reading pause that
prepares you for the next idea in the sentence and makes it easier to follow the
writer’s thoughts.

Comma Usage Rules
The following general rules will help you use commas effectively in your writing.
1. Use commas to separate three or more items joined by and or or, or to separate
two or more words that modify (describe in some manner) the word they precede.
Examples:
Post, Kelloggs, and Sunnyside Select all had their bite-sized shredded wheat
cereal on sale.
Your back pack could be in the bedroom closet, in the hall closet, or on the back
porch.
The shortest, thinnest girl on the basketball court was also the fastest.
Halloween fell on a cold, windy night.
2. Use commas to separate introductory groups of words which lead to the main
thought in a sentence.
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Examples:
If you don’t tie the string of the balloon to your niece’s wrist, it will fly away
from her.
Trying to study for the test, Angie shut herself up in her bedroom and put on her
ear plugs.
While I was crossing the street at the intersection, a motorcycle turning to the
right almost hit me.
In the middle of the darkest night of the year, Felix walked in his sleep from his
room to the next door neighbor’s back door.
3. Use commas to separate groups of words at the end of a sentence which follow
the main thought, relate to it in some manner, and frequently begin with which or
an ing or ed-ending word.
Examples:
The favored horse for the Kentucky Derby wouldn’t get in the starting gate,
rearing up and beating at the gate with its hooves.
One little boy at the party covered his face with birthday cake frosting, which
didn’t seem to bother anyone.
Allison finally left the store that was having the big discount sale, frustrated by
the length of the check-out lines.
4. Use commas to separate the two halves of a compound sentence (two sentences
connected by a coordinate conjunction) by inserting a comma after the last word
before the conjunction (and, but, for, so, yet, or).
Examples:
I’m going to the midnight concert at the campus pavilion, but no one else from my
dorm wing is going.
The wind blowing off of Lake Erie was extremely cold, and we were wearing
nothing but shorts and t-shirts.
Retail sales were up for the quarter for most major retail chains, yet the stock
market continued its descent.
5. Place commas around a group of words beginning with who, which, or whose that
provide information that is not essential for the sentence to make sense (called
a non-restrictive relative clause). The sentence could stand alone and make sense
without the group of words.
Examples:
The Empire State Building, which was once the tallest building in the world, no
longer is among the top five tallest buildings.

73
Detective Longtree, who works for Scotland Yards in London, has been a
detective for over forty years.
The sound of a dripping faucet, which I hear every night in my apartment, can
drive a person mad.
Note: If the group of words beginning with who, which, or whose provides
essential information for the sentence to make sense (called a restrictive relative
clause), do not insert commas. (Examples: The man who works in the library is
my next-door neighbor. The book which you requested is on order in the book
store.)
6. Use commas after introductory transitional words or phrases and before and after
“interrupting” words and phrases within a sentence that require a reading pause.
Examples:
First, there were no cooking utensils in the cabin. Second, there was no
silverware.
In conclusion, I’d like to thank everyone who made today’s auction a big success.
The owner of that red Honda, by the way, is a Toyota salesman.
Most of the damage, fortunately, was superficial and didn’t harm the house’s
structure or foundation.
7. Often a sentence will need multiple commas due to situations where more than
one comma rule applies.
Examples:
That particular jersey comes in red, white, or black, but the college store,
unfortunately, only has the small size left.
(Commas are used within a series of three or more items, after the last word
before a coordinate conjunction in a compound sentence, and before and after an
“interrupter.”)
When I decide whether to enroll in summer school, which might take a week or
two, I’ll let you know, but in the meantime, feel free to enroll without me.
(Commas are used after an introductory group of words, before and after a
non-restrictive “which” clause, before a coordinate conjunction in a compound
sentence, and after a second introductory group of words - in the meantime beginning the second sentence within the compound sentence.)
8. There are also situations where writers tend to use commas when they aren’t
needed. As a general rule, don’t use commas in the following situations.
a. In the middle of a sentence when the word connecting the two halves of the
sentence is a subordinate conjunction (because, while, as, if, when, since,
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whenever, unless).
Examples:
You can return the hedge clippers whenever you want to.
I don’t want you to come to the tupperware party because you feel
obligated.
We’re not going to attend the concert in the park if it’s still raining.
b. Preceding a coordinate conjunction (and, but, so, for, yet, or) that connects two
words or groups of words but not two complete sentences.
Examples:
Julio is tired of working year after year for the college’s outreach program and
never getting a raise.
Student assistants at the college looked into getting union representation and
collective bargaining.
We can carry bottled water and sodas into the stadium but not beer or other
alcoholic beverages.
_____________________________________________________________________

Editing Activity 2.13
Insert commas in the following sentences by applying the comma usage rules
presented. Some sentences will require more than one comma, and one sentence
requires no commas.
Example: When using any of the welding equipment in the shop please follow all the
safety rules posted on the equipment which are for your protection.
Corrected: When using any of the welding equipment in the shop, please follow all
the safety rules posted on the equipment, which are for your protection.
1. Judging by the quality of the soil and slope of the lot you will need to bring in
a lot of top soil for your class landscaping project.
2.

I would suggest bringing in at least enough top soil to provide a six-inch top to
the current soil.

3. You can not begin digging trenches for the sprinkler system until you’ve
brought in the top soil but you can lay out the design of your system in
advance which will take some time.
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4. Although the back area is rather small you will still need a number of
sprinkler heads to provide coverage for the lawn the trees along the fence and
the flowers and plants around the borders.
5. The area which requires the most watering is the lawn so you need a separate
timing system for it and the other parts of the yard.
6. Since you may not be able to do the entire project by yourself I’ll be glad to
help but I know you are required to do as much as possible on your own.
7.

I would suggest using rolls of sod for the lawn rather than grass seed
because the lawn comes fully grown and with rolls of sod weeds aren’t a
problem.

8. The only thing you’ll need to get from the landscaping department is a
power hole digger which will make planting the trees easier and faster.
9. Putting in the sprinkler system will require measuring and cutting a lot of
PVC pipe for the water lines but the pipe is light and easy to connect allowing
you to work quickly.
10. I’d suggest giving yourself a full weekend to smooth out the top soil put in
the sprinkler system and then lay out the sod and then I’d schedule a second
weekend for all of the planting.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 2.14
Insert commas in the sentences of the following draft by applying the rules for comma
usage. Some sentences will require multiple commas, and some will require none.
Example: Weather conditions in many parts of the world have become more erratic in
recent years. The world has experienced warmer warms colder colds more
frequent and stronger hurricanes and more tornadoes. While some weather
experts attribute the changes to the natural weather cycles that have
occurred throughout time others attribute the changes to man-made global
warming.
Edited:

Weather conditions in many parts of the world have become more erratic in
recent years. The world has experienced warmer warms, colder colds, more
frequent and stronger hurricanes, and more tornadoes. While some weather
experts attribute the changes to the natural weather cycles that have
occurred throughout time, others attribute them to man-made global
warming.

The Old Dorm

76
The dormitory I stayed in my first year of college was an old army barracks. Many
barracks buildings were converted to dorms when the college was built on the former
military base many years ago and my dormitory barracks was one of the few left
standing twenty years later.
The barracks consisted of an end-to-end hallway with ten small dorm rooms on
each side. Each room had just enough space for two twin beds and a sink. There was
no closet space anywhere so we strung a wire along one side of the room and hung our
clothes. In addition since there was no space for a study desk we’d study on our beds
or go to the library.
There was one bathroom for the entire dormitory with two shower stalls and two
toilets. Needless to say there was often a line for the bathroom and sometimes we’d
use the bathrooms in one of the newly built dorms rather than wait in line. There was
also no cooling unit in any of the rooms so they got very warm in the late spring and
the summer. It was also a noisy place since the thin uninsulated walls between
the rooms were a conduit for sound.
Finally the dorm was in bad shape since they were planning on tearing it down
soon and didn’t want to put any money into it. There were holes in the walls cracked
and chipped tiles on the floor and permanent mildew in the concrete shower stalls. The
entire dorm had an old musty smell that always lingered and clung to your clothes.
There were also holes in the walls cracks in the ceilings and cracks in the enamel sink
basins. The only good thing about the dorm which was the only reason that many of
us stayed was that the cost per semester was half as much as for the new dorms. As
you can see no one would have lived there otherwise.
_____________________________________________________________________

Editing Review
In Unit One, you learned to identify and correct run-on sentences and comma splices,
and you learned the correct irregular verb forms for the past tense and past participle.
Since it often takes more than one exposure to eliminate the most troublesome errors,
there are review activities throughout the text for students who need them.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 2.15
In the following draft, correct errors with run-on sentences or comma splices by
separating sentences with a period or combining them with a joining word. In
addition, correct any misspelled irregular verbs.
Example: The mother cat had hid some of her babies behind the washing machine,
we didn’t realize how many kittens she had until we heared them
crying.
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Corrected: The mother cat had hidden some of her babies behind the washing
machine, and we didn’t realize how many kittens she had until we heard
them crying.
Too Many Geese
A big drainage pond sat behind our apartment complex in the city, it filled with water
during the rainy winter season. The pond attracted a variety of migrating birds which
flied in before Christmas and left sometime in March.
We enjoyed the egrets, ducks, coots, and geese that came to visit, but we were
also ready for them to leave in the spring. The problem was they would spend a lot of
time on the back apartment lawn eating the grass seed, they leaved their droppings all
over the lawn and concrete walkways. It was a real mess we couldn’t walk back there
without stepping on something.
Last winter while most of the birds were leaving in March, two pairs of Canadian
geese hatched their babies. Rather than leave, they settled in to raise their brood,
which consisted of six ducklings per couple. Apartment tenants started feeding them,
which was a mistake they grew accustomed to their environment, and when the
ducklings were old enough to fly, no one leaved.
Today we have fourteen large geese living year around behindour apartments,
it is not a good situation. They keep the back area littered with their droppings, and
they have drove off families by running at their children and squawking. They have
became more and more aggressive, and now consider the back lawn area their
territory. To make matters worse, a new brood of ducklings has hatched, and the
numbers are going to keepgrowing.
The situation has got so bad that the apartment owners have brung in fish and game
experts to see what can be done that was a few months ago, and nothing has
happened. I seen the old movie classic “The Birds” on television, where flocks of
birds start attacking people. I wonder if those geese have similar plans for us.
___________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 2.16
Proofread your latest draft for errors by applying the following editing guidelines, and
make the necessary corrections. Read your draft several times, looking for one type
of error at a time. When you have corrected all errors, write the final draft of the
paper.

Editing Guidelines
1. Check your sentences to make sure you haven’t run any together or put a
comma between sentences instead of a period. Correct run-on sentences or
comma splices by separating longer sentences with periods and combining
shorter, related sentences with a joining word.
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2.

Check your sentences to make sure there are no sentence fragments created
by separating a part of a sentence from the sentence it belongs with. Correct
fragments by attaching the fragment to the sentence it belongs with or by
adding words to the fragment to make it a complete sentence.

3. Check your use of irregular verbs, making sure you have used the correct
irregular forms and spelled them correctly.
4. Check your comma usage, making sure you have inserted commas into your
sentences following the rules provided.
5. Check the spelling of any word you are uncertain of, or run the spell check on
your word processing program, to eliminate any spelling errors.

Writing Summary
At the end of each unit, you apply what you have learned by writing a second paper
without interruptions for instruction or activities. This second writing assignment
provides you an opportunity to write about another influential person in your life,
some additional practice in using the writing process, and another paper to share with
readers.

Writing Assignment
Choose a person to write about, someone very different from the subject of your first
paper, who has had a different influence on your life.

Free Writing
l.

Free write for a few minutes on two or three people you are considering writing
about.

Sample free writing
#1
My piano teacher had quite an influence on me although she would never know it. I
wasn’t a particularly good piano student and was too young to really be that interested.
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Mrs. Armstrong was an older woman with grey hair who lived in a nice older house
with a piano in the front room. I’d go there on Mondays I believe for a half hour
lesson when I was nine or ten years old. I didn’t really like the lessons, I didn’t like
practicing, and as a result, I wasn’t very good. I think she soon realized I wasn’t going
to be a great pianist or stick with it long, so she did something very smart. She said,
“There are a few basic chords that you can learn to play a lot of songs with, and I’m
going to teach you those chords. Then even if you don’t keep taking lessons, you can
still enjoy playing the piano.” She taught me the chords, only four of them, and
showed me one song that used just those chords, and I learned to play it. I quit soon
after that, and quit playing the piano for some time. However, once in a while I’d go
to the piano and play those chords. As I got a little older and started liking popular
music, I’d take a song I liked and try to apply those chords to the melody. I would
struggle a great deal, but eventually I would learn to play the song with the chords she
taught me. Today I play the piano whenever I have some time and want to relax. For
that I have Mrs. Armstrong to thank.
#2
One of my best friends moved to another town over a hundred miles away when we
were in fifth grade. She was a real good friend and we used to do a lot of things
together. We both really liked to swim and we spent lots of time at the city pool
together. She was just a lot of fun to be with and she was also very ornery, like the
time she slept over and wouldn’t let me get to sleep almost the whole night. She was
real outgoing and friendly and a lot of people liked her. The thing about Cherise was,
over the years, she never let our friendship go. Once she left, I figured that was it, but
Cherise was the type that would write and call once in a while. She even invited me to
her house to spend time in the summer, and I did it a couple of times. I wouldn’t see
her or hear from her for a long time, then all of a sudden she’d be on the phone and
we’d talk for a half hour. To this day she still keeps in touch although we’re going to
different colleges a long ways away. I would never have kept up with her the way she
did with me, but I’m thankful that she did.
2. Once you have selected a person to write about, do a clustering diagram that
includes some main ideas and more specific thoughts (examples, details) associated
with them.
Sample Diagram:
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2.

Write your paper so that readers clearly understand the relationship between
you and your subject.

3.

Include examples to bring to life the qualities of your subject and show your
relationship with him or her.

4.

Conclude your paper by relating the influence that this person has had on
your life.

5.

Keep your readers in mind: your classmates and instructor.

6.

Provide a simple title that tells what the paper is about.

Sample First Draft
A Good Friend
In first grade through fifth grade, my best friend was Cherise. We went to school
together, we played at each other’s houses, and we spent a lot of time together in the
summer. I looked up to her because she was a really good swimmer, and I wanted to
be like her.
Cherise had a great personality. She was always friendly and smiling, and everyone
seemed to like her. She was a very pretty girl, and people just seemed to be attracted
to her. I felt lucky that I was her best friend, and I just assumed that we would always
be together.
Then one day just before fifth grade started, Cherise told me her family was
moving to another town where her dad had gotten a job. I was shocked and
disappointed. I’d never had a friend move like that, and I never thought it would
happen with Cherise. I almost felt like my best friend had died, and that I’d never see
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her again. I had a big hole in my life, and going back to school without her was hard.
Of course life goes on, and I began to adjust to not having Cherise around. I still
missed her, but her absence wasn’t ruining my life. I had other friends, I had my
family, and I had activities at school. But Cherise wasn’t ready to let go of our
friendship. One day out of the blue she called me, and we talked for a long time,
telling each other about what we were doing. I’d never even thought about calling her,
assuming she was out of my life forever, and her call meant a lot to me.
That call was just the beginning of our long-distance friendship, and I’ll have to
admit that Cherise did the most to keep it alive. She’d call, write letters, and even
invite me to spend time with her in the summer, which I did on a few occasions.
Sometimes months would pass before I’d hear from her, and then she’d tell me
everything that was going on in her life. It was clear that she was a popular, well-liked
girl like she had always been, and as we got older, boys crept into our conversations
more and more.
The same bond that made us best friends when we were young held us together as
we went through high school. I have to give Cherise most of the credit for staying in
touch because I was not the communicator that she was, but I was always thankful that
she was. I did set her up with a date for our prom our junior year, and she drove down
and we double dated. She remembered a lot of people from the old days of elementary
school at the dance, and we all had a blast. She returned the favor and invited me our
senior year and I went, although it felt different being with Cherise and a bunch of
strangers who in some ways knew her better than I did.
Once e-mail became the way to communicate, Cherise and I e-mailed a lot, often a
few times a week. We could confide things to one another that we wouldn’t tell our
friends in town since whatever we might say would never get back to people. We even
talked about going to the same college together and rooming together, but that never
worked out. She went to a college closer to her home and I went to a school even
farther away. However, now that we’re in college, we haven’t let the change in life or
the greater distance change our friendship. I’m convinced that Cherise just wouldn’t
let that happen, and I feel the same way.
Today Cherise and I don’t communicate as regularly as we did, but the good thing
about it is that we don’t have to. We are both very busy and caught up in our daytoday lives, but one call or one e-mail closes the distance immediately. We have an
understanding built over the years, one which we never have to talk about, that I’ll
always be there for her and she’ll always be there for me, and time or distance will
never change that. To me that’s an amazing kind of friendship, and one that I have her
to thank for.
Cherise taught me that friendships don’t have to end when people move, and she
understood that at a young age. She put a lot of time into our long-distance friendship
that a lot of people wouldn’t have, including myself. Because of her I’m a better friend
to all of my friends, and I don’t take their friendships for granted. Friendships take
time and work like anything else worth having, and Cherise made that clear to me by
her example. I truly believe that when we are forty or fifty years old, she and I will
still be in touch, no matter where we are, friends for a lifetime. Her and my friendship
has to be one of the most special relationships in my life, one that I have learned to
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treasure.

Revision
Set your draft aside for a while so that you can see it through “fresh” eyes when you
return. Then read your draft and consider revisions in the following areas:

Revision Guidelines
1.

Read your draft to see if you have captured the essence of your subject and
included all of the qualities that best typify him or her. Add or change whatever
you think would help bring him or her to life for readers.

2.

Read your draft to see if you have included good examples to show the
qualities of your subject and to show your relationship with him or her. Add or
revise examples where they would make your paper more interesting or
informative.

3.

Read each sentence to see if it says exactly what you want and is worded
smoothly and concisely. Revise sentences to make them clearer, less wordy, or
smoother, and replace questionable word choices with better ones.

4.

Read your paragraphs to see if you have changed paragraphs as you move to
different aspects of your paper: a different time or place, a different event, a
different quality of your subject, a different aspect of your relationship.

5.

Read your conclusion to see whether you have clearly related the influence
that this person has had on you and the impact he or she has made on your
life.

6.

Check your use of transitional words and phrases, and add any transitions that
would help tie sentences or paragraphs together more effectively.

7.

Read your draft a last time with your reading audience - your classmates - in
mind. What might you add or change to make your paper clearer, more
interesting, more informative, or more insightful?

Sample Revision
A Good Friend
In first grade through fifth grade, my best friend was Cherise. We went to school
together, we played at each other’s houses, and we spent a lot of time together in the
summer. I looked up to her because she was a really good swimmer, and I wanted to
be like her.
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Cherise had a great personality. She was always friendly and smiling, and
everyone seemed to like her. She was also a very pretty girl, and people just seemed
to be attracted to her. I felt lucky that I was her best friend, and I just assumed that we
would always be together it would always be that way.
Then one day just before fifth grade started, Cherise told me her family was
moving to another town where her dad had gotten a job. I was shocked and
disappointed. I’d never had a friend move like that, and I never thought it would
happen with Cherise. I almost felt like my best friend had died, and that I’d never see
her again. I had a big hole in my life, and going back to school without her was hard.
Of course life goes on, and I began to adjust to not having Cherise around. I still
missed her, but her absence wasn’t ruining my life. I had other friends, I had my
family, and I had activities at school. But Cherise wasn’t ready to let go of our
friendship. One day out of the blue she called me, and we talked for a long time,
telling each other about what we were doing. I’d never even thought about calling her,
assuming she was out of my life forever, and her call meant a lot to me.
That call was just the beginning of our long-distance friendship, and I’ll have to
admit that Cherise did the most to keep it alive. She’d call, write letters, and even
invite me to spend time with her in the summer, which I did on a few occasions.
Sometimes months would pass before I’d hear from her, and then she’d tell me
everything that was had been going on in her life. It was clear that she was a the
same popular, well-liked girl she had always been, and as we got older, boys crept into
our conversations more and more. , at least on her end.
The same bond that made us best friends when we were young held us together as
we went through high school. I have to give Cherise most of the credit for staying in
touch because I was not the communicator that she was I didn’t communicate as
often as she did, but I was always thankful that she was did. I did set her up with a
blind date for our the prom our junior year, and she drove down and we double dated.
She remembered a lot of people at the dance from the old days of elementary school
at the dance, and we all had a blast. She returned the favor and invited me to her
prom our senior year and I went, although it felt different being with Cherise and a
bunch of strangers her friends who in some ways knew her better than I did.
Once e-mail became the best was to communicate, Cherise and I e-mailed a lot,
often a few times a week. We could confide things to one another that we wouldn’t
might not tell our friends in town since whatever we might say would never get back
to people. We even talked about going to the same college together and rooming
together, but that never worked out. She went to a college closer to her home, and I
went to a school even farther away, but However, now that we’re in college, we
haven’t let the that change in our life lives or the greater distance change affect our
friendship. I’m convinced I know that Cherise just wouldn’t let that happen, and I
feel the same way.
Today Cherise and I don’t communicate as regularly as we once did, but the good
thing about it is that we don’t have to. We are both very busy and caught up in our
day-to-day lives, but one call or one e-mail closes the distance immediately. We have
an understanding built over the years, one which we have never have to talked about,
that I’ll we’ll always be there for each other her and she’ll always be there for me,
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and neither time or nor distance will never ever change that. To me that’s an
amazing the greatest kind of friendship, and one that I have Cherise to thank for it.
Through her actions, Cherise taught me that friendships don’t have to end when
people move away, and something she that understood grasped at a young age. She
put a lot of time into our long-distance friendship that a lot of most people wouldn’t
have, including myself. Because of her I’m a better friend to all of my friends, and I
don’t take their friendships them for granted. Friendships take time and work like
anything else worth having, and I learned that from Cherise. made that clear to me
by her example. I truly believe that when we are forty or fifty years old, we Cherise
and I will still be in touch no matter where we are, friends for a lifetime. Her and my
Our friendship has to be is one of the most special relationships in my life, and I one
that I have learned to treasure it.

Editing
Proofread your second draft for errors and make the necessary corrections. Check for
errors in particular in the areas covered in the following “Editing Guidelines.”

Editing Guidelines
1.

Check your draft for run-on sentences or comma splices, and correct them by
separating longer run-ons with a period and combining shorter run-ons with a
joining word.

2.

Check your sentences to make sure there are no sentence fragments created by
separating a part of a sentence from the sentence it belongs with. Correct
fragments by attaching the fragment to the sentence it belongs with or by
adding words to the fragment to make it a complete sentence.

3.

Check your use of commas by applying the rules from this unit. Insert
commas if they are needed and delete any commas that aren’t required.

4.

Check your draft for irregular verbs, making sure you have used the correct
past tense and participle forms and spelled them correctly.

5.

Check your spelling to make sure you have spelled all words correctly, and
make the necessary corrections.

When you finish editing your paper, write the final draft to share with readers.
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Readings
Writing Teacher
by Corrine Jackmon
My first year in college I took a writing course from Dr. X, a short, rather dour
looking middle-aged woman with frizzy red hair, flip flops, and toenails to match her
hair. The first class meeting she told us to write a paper so she could assess our
writing ability.
I had done some writing in high school although not a great deal. I liked to put a lot
of big words in a paper, believing that was how to impress a teacher, and I’d always
gotten A’s in English. I was undaunted by my first college writing assignment and
whipped something out with little trouble.
When we got our papers back a week later, I was looking forward to Dr. X’s praise.
I figured I’d impressed her greatly with my barrage of multi-syllabic words. Instead,
what I got was a sharp slap in the face. Her concluding comments at the bottom of
the page read sarcastically, “Congratulations. You managed to say practically
nothing in four-hundred words. Unfortunately, you are not as good a writer as you
think you are.”
Well, I didn’t need that kind of abuse from someone who obviously didn’t know
what she was doing. I quit the class. At that time quitting was how I handled situations
I didn’t like, so I left Dr. X in my dust, hoping never to see her again.
As I discovered through other English classes, Dr. X. had been right about my
writing. Going into college, I didn’t know the first thing about writing. Somehow I’d
gotten the notion that it wasn’t what you had to say that was important but how you
said it. Different college teachers nudged me gently enough in the right direction that
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I didn’t bolt from their criticism, and my writing slowly began to improve.
I was now in my fourth year of college majoring in English. I felt I was a
reasonably competent writer at that point based on the grades I’d received and
favorable comments by different instructors. I had not given Dr. X. any thought for
years until I saw her name in the schedule of courses for a required upper division
writing course for majors. Only one section of the course was offered, so I was stuck.
It was either take Dr. X’s class or wait another semester and hope someone else would
teach it. It wasn’t much of a choice.
When I walked into her class, I was a much different person than four years ago,
but Dr. X. appeared unchanged: the same dour look, the frizzy red hair, flip flops, and
red toenails. And the same assignment: writing a paper to assess our writing ability. I
was a much improved writer from three year ago and wasn’t fearful of getting the
kind of scathing evaluation I’d gotten then. I was actually rather curious as to what
she’d think of my writing now.
When I got the paper back, there was red ink all over it. She found much to
criticize: word choice, syntactical flow, stating of the obvious, weak metaphors,
redundant conclusion. I hadn’t gotten this much criticism in my other writing classes,
and my first instinct was to say, “Forget this!” However, I wasn’t that same immature,
ego-protective college freshman, so I just set the paper aside until the next day.
When I re-read the paper with normal blood pressure, I could see Dr. X’s point on
some of the comments; on others, I wasn’t sure what she was talking about. I decided
the best thing to do was see her during an office hour and go over the paper.
When I sat down in her office, she just stared at me for a while, and I felt very
uncomfortable. Then she stuck a finger in my face and said, “I remember you.
Freshman comp. You didn’t last a week.” “I can’t believe you remembered,” I said
with a wan smile. “That was a long time ago.” “You gonna run again?” she asked
pointedly. “I don’t want to waste my time on a quitter.”
I could feel my face burning. I could also hear my dad’s voice of the past saying,
“You can’t just give up every time something goes wrong. You won’t stick to
anything that way.” I felt myself smiling despite myself, and I said, “I’m pretty good
at quitting, I’ll say that. I guess four years ago it wasn’t so much what you said but
how you said it. It seemed pretty cruel to me at the time.”
“Cruel-schmuel,” she said. “Big-headed freshmen come in all the time who know
nothing but think they know everything. I give them a quick reality check.” I smiled
and said, “I probably needed one but it wasn’t pleasant.” “Anyway,” I said, “I have
no intention of dropping your class. I need it for my major and I want to be a good
writer. I hope you can help me.”
“Well, you’d better grow a thicker skin because I’ll be on you like vultures on a
dead possum,” she said colorfully. “And by the way,” she added with what may have
passed for a smile, “I’m the best damn writing teacher you’ll ever have. And don’t
even think about being a good writer. Shoot for competent.” “Competent sounds
good,” I said.
Dr. X’s writing class was the toughest I’d been in. We wrote a lot of papers and she
critiqued each one in detail. Then we’d rewrite the papers until she felt we’d done as
much as we could with them. I can’t imagine the hours she put in reading and writing
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comments on every draft of every paper. I can still remember some of the more vivid
comments she wrote on my papers: “That sentence just lies on the page, quivering
like fat,” or “You know that I know that what you said here is pure baloney. Feed me
something nourishing,” or “If you cut the blubber from this paper, what would be
left? Moby the minnow,” or “The crap detector blew a fuse on that paragraph.”
All of her comments weren’t harsh, however, and I thrilled over the occasional
words of praise, muted as they may be: “This paper isn’t as bad as I thought it would
be, “ or “Finally, a sentence that isn’t crushed under its own weight,” or “Now
there’s an angle I hadn’t considered. Surprise me more often.”
I worked hard for those meager pay-offs, but the real pay-off was bigger. I was
learning more about writing than I’d ever learned before, and my writing was
definitely improving: sparser, cleaner, more honest, and more insightful. I was
learning that it was the thinking behind the writing that was most important, and I
thought about my writing topics and how to approach them more deeply than I ever
had. The one recurring comment by Dr. X. which became etched in my mind was,
“Tell me something that I don’t already know.” Trying to write something new,
something beyond the pale of commonly regurgitated knowledge or opinion on a
particular topic, was a tremendous challenge.
In the end, Dr. X became my favorite teacher. No one had ever cared about my
writing enough to be perfectly honest with me, and to invest the time on my papers
that she demanded that I invest myself. I spent more time in her office than any other
teacher’s, but I can’t say that I got to know her much better. It seemed her one
passion was teaching writing, and I knew nothing of her life outside the classroom,
nor she of mine. All I know is that I learned more from her about writing than all my
other teachers combined, and she influenced my future like no one else.
Today when I sit with a large stack of my students’ papers in front of me, I think of
Dr. X. Just as I expect the best writing effort from my students, I owe them my best
in return. When some of my students moan, “Why are you so hard on us?” I have to
chuckle a little. They have no idea what hard means.
Questions for Discussion
1.

What details of looks and manner does the author provide for Dr. X. that are
important for readers to get to know the teacher?

2.

What examples does the author provide to show the relationship between herself
and Dr. X.? How effective are the examples?

3.

The author uses considerable dialogue throughout the essay. What is the purpose
of the dialogue, and what impact does it have on you as a reader?

4.

Discuss individuals in your life who may have seemed unduly harsh but
ultimately made a positive impact. What did you learn from them?
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Mama
by Jess Yim Ka-mei
What does the word “mama” mean? A lady who gives birth to babies? The one who
nurtures little children into great men or women? A person who owns our flesh and
blood? A soft voice, sincere face, caring eyes, gentle hands, concerned personality,
someone who takes care of our meals and our clothes, who helps us with our
homework, guides us through our love affairs and to our marriage… is this the
description of every mom? My mom seemed to be an exception.
My mom always scolded me; even the slightest mistake would be viewed as
seriously as an unforgivable crime. She never helped me study for any dictations,
quizzes, tests or exams, and she sent me away whenever I asked a single question. My
mom never showed appreciation for any of my achievements, from a mark of 100 in a
dictation to winning a prize in an art competition. To her, nothing I did seemed to be
worthy of praise. She always kept me at home, didn't let me go to my classmates'
birthday parties, join school camps or picnics, or participate in extra curricular
activities. I felt like a wild bird confined in a cage, and I envied other girls whose lives
seemed so much better than mine.
My mom never waited for me outside school, comforted me when I was sad, or
brought me to the doctor when I was sick. Once when I asked her to accompany me to
the doctor's, she just replied: "Kid, how old are you? Primary three already! Just tell
the doctor how you feel and that's it!" I walked to the doctor’s alone that day, and
when he asked me where my mother was, I responded with silence.
More than once, I wished I could have another mom. I wished for a mom who
would support me in every way, give me the courage to fight my fears and provide me
with faith. I wished for a mom who could share my joy whenever I achieved
something; share my sorrow whenever I failed; smile with me as well as cry with me. I
wished for a mom who I could depend on for my whole life. No matter how bad the
world treated me, she would be there to comfort me and say, "My child, have no fear,
I'll be with you forever."
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Only when my mom told me her story did I realize that I hadn't understood her, and
from that day forward my life changed. Her own father had been a nasty man who
flirted with countless women. Her mother had been a young, innocent girl who
couldn't even manage to take care of herself. When my mother was born, she was
loved by nobody; she was a burden to the people who were responsible for her. Her
parents didn’t offer a blessing nor give her a glance before giving her up, their
youngest daughter. Her foster family made her work all day long, beat her whenever
they were angry, and treated her as a maid while calling her daughter. When she was
three, she met her real mother and was told to call her "aunt."
As she grew, she had no opportunities to attend school, spend time with friends, go
to parties, enjoy childhood, or see the wonders of life. When she was eighteen, her
older sister found her, but they were never to meet again. All she ever heard from her
father was the message that her sister passed on: "Never approach us again." She
never tried.
Without ever knowing what a loving family was like, my mother married a poor
guy and gave birth to four innocent lives. Can you blame someone who had never
been loved by her family for not knowing how to express her love and affection to her
children?
Then suddenly, I remembered. The box of dolls my mom bought for me when I had
a high fever when I was three. Her mutterings of "put more clothes on" whenever the
weather turned cold. The favorite dishes she cooked for me every birthday. The cakes
she always used to bring to me whenever I studied late into the night. Her visit to the
boutique that I worked in last summer. The lovely shirt that I longed for and that she
bought me when she went to Japan. How could she know I loved it? How could I
have missed all of the times that she tried to be a good mother and showed that she
cared for me in the only ways she knew?
I’m sorry, Mom. Your daughter didn't know you before. I wish I had always
known your story.
Questions for Discussion
1.

What is the purpose of the opening paragraph? How does it “set the stage” for
what is to follow?

2.

What examples does the author use to show the relationship between her mother
and herself in the third and fourth paragraph? How do those examples contrast
with the examples in the next-to-last paragraph?

3.

What details of her mother’s life before marriage affected you most strongly as a
reader? Do you believe that how her mother was raised justifies how she treated
her own daughter, and why?

4.

How do you feel your mother’s (or father’s) early life may have affected how
she raised you as a son or daughter? How might your upbringing affect the kind
of mother or father you may be (or are)?
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Unit 3
Interests

Certain kinds of writing lend themselves best to the traditional essay form that
includes a thesis statement, topic sentences, and an opening, middle, and conclusion.
This traditional form is used regularly in non-fiction writing, including newspaper
editorials, magazine articles, journal essays, and college writing for different courses.
Thesis-centered writing is simple in design and easy for readers to follow. That
is why it has been used extensively by writers in a variety of writing situations.
In the opening, the writer usually introduces her topic and includes a thesis
statement expressing the writer’s opinion or viewpoint on the topic. In the
middle or body of the paper, the writer supports the thesis statement by providing
reasons or evidence revealing why she thinks or feels the way she does. In the
conclusion, the writer reinforces the thesis statement in some manner and leaves
readers with some final thoughts on the topic.
In this unit, you will write a thesis-centered paper. You will also use this form for
much of the writing you do in the future, whether for a history, sociology, or English
class, a “letter to the editor," or a letter to a local politician. Learning to write an
effective thesis-centered paper is a valuable part of the writing experience.
Your writing assignment for this unit focuses on a particular interest of yours,
something that you enjoy doing or that you are very committed to. Writing about an
interest accomplishes three purposes. First, it allows you to write about something that
you are passionate about, which often leads to the best writing. Second, it lends itself
well to the thesis-centered format, the writing focus for this unit. Third, by reading
about an interest of yours, readers will learn more about you and also about a topic
they may know little about.
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Prewriting
In each unit, the initial prewriting activities help you prepare to write the first draft of
your paper. During this section, you will select a topic to write on, decide on a thesis
statement for your paper, and generate some support for your thesis.

Topic Selection
No doubt you have several interests that occupy your free time. Think about things
that you enjoy doing or find rewarding, that you know a lot about, and that may be
somewhat different from the next person’s interests. Think about interests that reveal
something about you and that might even surprise readers.
Consider different interests that you find most gratifying. They may be in the
area of sports, music, politics, computers, social issues, or fashion, and they might
involve collecting, performing, volunteering, working, or creating.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 3.1
Select a topic for your paper following these suggestions.
1.

Select an interest that you would like to write about.

2.

Select a topic that readers may be interested in learning more about.

3.

Select a topic about which you are knowledgeable and can write easily on.

4.

If you are considering two or three interests, select the topic that may differ
from your classmates’ choices.

Sample topic selection
I like wearing offbeat, funky clothes and shopping at thrift stores. That’s a big hobby
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of mine. I’ve enjoyed tutoring since I was in elementary school, and it has helped me
make a decision about my future career. I’m also interested in the health of our planet
and try to go “green.” I use paper bags instead of plastic, take public transportation
when I can, and always recycle. I’m not sure what I want to write about, but those are
three things to think about.

Thesis Statement
Now that you have selected a topic, the next step is to consider what you want to
write about it. To that end, generating a thesis statement provides a focus for your
paper, something around which to develop it.
The following points clarify what a thesis statement is and its role in how you write
your paper.

Thesis Statement Guidelines
1.

A thesis statement expresses the main point of your paper: the primary idea
that you want to convey about your subject to readers. For example, if a
writer chose doll collecting as her topic, her thesis statement might be,
“While collecting dolls may seem like child’s play to some, it is an
interesting hobby for women of all ages.”

2.

A thesis statement generally reveals the writer’s opinion or viewpoint on the
topic: what she believes or how she feels about it. For example, on the topic
of “politicians,” if a writer’s thesis is, “Politicians learn to say nothing in a lot
of different ways,” the writer’s opinion of politicians is quite clear.

3.

The thesis statement is usually found in the opening so that readers know
what the paper is about. For example, on the topic of bird watching, the thesis
statement, “Bird watching is the most exciting hobby imaginable,” lets
readers know that they will discover the excitement of bird watching from the
writer’s perspective.

4.

A paper is written in support of its thesis, which is called thesis development.
For example, following the thesis statement on doll collecting, the writer
would relate to readers everything interesting about doll collecting.
Following the thesis statement on bird watching, the writer would explain
and show to readers the excitement of bird watching.

5.

A thesis statement should express what a writer believes about his subject. If
the thesis expresses the writer’s true feelings about a topic, it will lead to the
most interesting and authentic writing.

6.

Papers by different writers on the same topic may have quite different thesis
statements. For example, on the topic of interior design, one writer’s thesis
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statement may be, “Interior design provides a creative outlet like nothing
else,” while another writer’s thesis may be, “Interior design is all about
geometry: combinations of shapes blending together in interesting forms.”
Clearly, these two thesis statements would lead to very different papers.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 3.2
Underline the thesis statement in the following opening paragraphs of different
papers: the one sentence that best expresses the writer’s viewpoint on the topic.
Last summer I registered on-line for the fall semester for the first time. Previously I
had always gone on campus for the traditional registration in the gymnasium, waiting
in line after line to try and get the classes I wanted. What a difference on-line
registration made, as I sat comfortably in my room in front of the computer instead of
standing in line at school. It was still frustrating when a class I wanted would show
up on the monitor as “closed,” but not nearly as frustrating as driving to campus to
find out the same thing. On the whole, on-line registration is much better than the
traditional way, and I’d recommend it to anyone.
Before going to college, I always shopped for groceries at the regular supermarkets,
not worrying much about the price of one thing or another. However, when I came to
college and began cooking for myself and buying my own groceries, I became very
price conscious. I soon found that there are alternatives to shopping at the big-name
stores. As I discovered, you can save a lot of money shopping at discount
supermarkets, and you don’t have to sacrifice quality. That was one of the best things
I learned my freshman year.
I like all kinds of music, from the 1950's to today’s. I listen to different radio stations
that play oldies, classic rock, alternative, and hip hop, and I’ll flip from station to
station to find a song I really like. However, one day a friend of mine told me to go
on-line to “You tube” and plug in the name of the artist and song I wanted to hear. I
tried it, and I not only heard the song but saw a video. To hear the music that you
want when you want to hear it, “You tube” is the best place to go. It couldn’t be
easier to use.
Today I’m sitting in the cafeteria watching every person that walks in or out. I
station myself with a friend at a table with a good view of the door, and there we sit,
eating a little and looking a lot. When there’s a lot of traffic, our lunch stretches out
quite a while. I don’t know if you’d call it a hobby, but people-watching ranks
as one of my favorite activities. That may sound weird to some, but to me and my
friends, it’s good fun. There are a lot of interesting people in the world.
Living inland my whole life, with hot summer and cold winter weather, I wasn’t
prepared for the weather on the coast where I’m going to school. There were no more
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100 degree summer days or 20 degree winter nights. Every day the weather seemed
about the same: the low 70's with mild breezes. Some seasons were a little cooler
than others, but they fluctuated by just a few degrees, not the forty or fifty I was used
to. Having lived on the coast for over a year, I realize that coastal weather has some
real advantages.
____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 3.3
For practice generating thesis statements, write a potential thesis statement for any
four of the following topics that expresses your viewpoint on the topic and that you
could support in a paper.
Examples:
Topic: Punk rock bands
Thesis: To really understand the whole punk rock scene, you have to attend live
performances.
Topic: Classical music
Thesis: Classical music is an acquired taste that I have never developed.
Topic: Classic cars
Thesis: Cars of the l950's and 60's have more style than today’s copycat automobiles.
1.

Topic: country music
Thesis statement:

2.

Topic: rap music
Thesis statement:

3.

Topic: Fast food restaurants
Thesis statement:

4.

Topic: Cafeteria food
Thesis statement:

5.

Topic: iPads
Thesis statement:

6.

Topic: Twittering
Thesis statement:

7.

Topic: Working while going to school
Thesis statement:
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_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 3.4
Generate a thesis statement for your topic that expresses the main idea that you want
to develop in your paper. Create a thesis that reflects your viewpoint on the topic and
that you could support in a paper.

Sample thesis statement
Topic: being a vegetarian
Thesis statement: Becoming a vegetarian was one of the best choices I’ve made.
_____________________________________________________________________

Making a List
During prewriting, writers often make a list of ideas on their topic that they may
include in their draft. For your upcoming paper, you could make a list of points that
support your thesis statement and develop them in separate paragraphs in your draft.
For example, the writer whose topic was “being a vegetarian” listed the following
points in support of her thesis.
Thesis statement: Becoming a vegetarian was one of the best choices I’ve made.
Supporting points:

I eat healthier food.
I feel better.
I’ve lost weight.
I am committed to not eating animals.

While listing some supporting points doesn’t restrict you to those ideas or obligate
you to use them, it does get you thinking about your topic, provides some beginning
ideas from which to develop paragraphs, and puts some ideas on paper that you can
reorganize to present most effectively in a paper.
___________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 3.5
Make a list of four or five points in support of your thesis statement.
Sample supporting points
Thesis statement: Working with the elderly is very rewarding.
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Supporting points: They have great stories to tell.
They are very appreciative of any help.
They are honest and tell you what they think.
Cheering them up makes me feel better.
__________________________________________________________________

First Drafts
Now that you have done considerable prewriting work for your paper, you are ready
to write your first draft. The drafting considerations in this section include the three
parts of a thesis-centered paper - opening, middle, and conclusion - and the use of
topic sentences.
The purpose of having an opening, middle, and conclusion is to make the paper as
readable as possible. Readers first want to know what a paper is about, which they
discover in the opening. Next, they want to know what you have to say about the
topic, which they discover in the middle paragraphs. Finally, they want to understand
why you wrote the paper, which they usually discover in the conclusion.

Opening, Middle, and Concluding Paragraphs
While opening, middle, and concluding paragraphs vary in nature depending on the
kind of writing you are doing, they generally have one thing in common: each is
distinct from the others. Readers have a clear sense of when they are moving from
the opening, which introduces the topic, to the middle, where the topic is developed,
to the ending, which wraps up the paper.
The following are the basic elements that characterize each of the three parts of a
paper.
Opening or Introductory Paragraph(s)
1.

The opening introduces the topic to readers and provides the writer’s
viewpoint on the topic, which is revealed in the thesis statement.

2.

The opening captures the readers’ interest and also reveals the writer’s
interest in the topic.

3.

The thesis statement usually comes at or near the end of the opening and
prepares readers for what lies ahead in the middle paragraphs.

4.

The opening gives readers a reason for reading further, by emphasizing, for
example, how serious or interesting the topic is or why readers should know
more about it.
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5.

While openings are typically one paragraph long, they may include two or
three paragraphs, with the thesis statement often in the last paragraph.

Middle Paragraphs
1.

The middle paragraphs develop and support the main idea expressed in the
thesis statement.

2.

The middle paragraphs provide the reasons that the writer believes as he does
about the topic.

3.

In support of the topic sentence, the middle paragraphs may do several things:
explain more about the topic, provide points of support for the thesis, or
provide examples to further develop those points.

4.

Middle paragraphs often begin with a topic sentence: an opening sentence that
tells what the paragraph is about. The rest of the sentences in the paragraph
develop that idea. The purpose of the topic sentence is to let readers know
what a paragraph is about, to highlight a supporting point for the thesis
statement, and to ensure that a paragraph is developed around one central idea.
For example, if the thesis statement for a paper is, “I enjoy playing the
keyboard for relaxation,” the supporting points in the middle paragraphs might
include the following: forget about problems, be creative, play favorite songs,
play to my mood. In the paper, these four points could be expressed in the
following topic sentences, each of which would begin a separate paragraph.
a. Playing the keyboard helps me forget all my problems for a while.
b. I also enjoy trying out new melodies on the keyboard
c. Playing the keyboard, I can enjoy hearing my favorite songs over and over.
d. Whatever mood I’m in, I play music that fits that mood.
The following is an example of how one paragraph was developed based on
the topic sentence it begins with (topic sentence underlined):
Whatever mood I’m in, I play music that fits that mood. For example, if I feel
upbeat and happy, I might play something by Train or Bruno Mars. If I’m in a
romantic mood, I might play some classic ballad like “Wicked Game” or
something by Journey. If I’m in an introspective mood, I might play something
from Green Day like “Boulevard of Broken Dreams.” If I feel like moving, I’ll
try something by Beyonce or Rihanna. Whatever my mood, there’s some music
to fit it, and I always feel better after playing the keyboard.

Concluding Paragraph
1.

The concluding paragraph brings the paper to an end in a way that
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reinforces the thesis statement.
2.

The concluding paragraph may do any number of things: summarize the main
supporting points in the paper, restate the thesis in different words, provide a
final powerful point or example to support the writer’s viewpoint on the
topic, explain the writer’s purpose for writing about this particular topic,
influence the readers’ attitude towards the topic, project what the future may
hold regarding the topic, or leave readers with a final powerful thought to
take with them.

3.

The concluding paragraph should be more than just a summary or restatement
of what has come before. It should go beyond what has been presented,
leaving readers with something new to think about.

4.

Being the last thing that is read, the conclusion should make an impact on
readers, leaving them with something to ponder, laugh about, be
concerned with, or learn more about.

Sample Draft
The following draft provides an example of a paper with an opening that includes a
thesis statement, middle paragraphs beginning with topic sentences, and a conclusion
that reinforces the thesis statement and projects into the future. The thesis statement
is italicized, and the topic sentences in the middle paragraphs are underlined.
Politics
A lot of people my age aren’t interested in politics, but I am. I come from a
politically active family, and my dad has worked locally on a number of campaigns.
While many college students feel disconnected from politics and have no interested in
who gets elected to what, I feel that the decisions that politicians make today can
affect the future of my generation. Younger voters have a stake in the political
process, and I know from experience that we can make a difference.
As a child, I spent a lot of evenings in campaign offices, eating pizza and watching
TV while dad was doing phone banking. I also walked precincts with him, leaving
campaign flyers on people’s doorsteps. I didn’t really know what I was doing, but I
enjoyed being with my dad and getting his praise for helping out. I also got to attend
some victory parties, which meant lots of food and colored balloons. I didn’t know it
at the time, but these experiences paved the way for my becoming politically active.
There is nothing glamorous about working in political campaigns. The things you
have to do to win a campaign are very basic: stuff thousands of envelopes, make
hundreds of phone calls, walk precincts to reach the voters, man a voter registration
table, put up candidate’s signs around town. Most campaign work is rather tedious,
and many times I’d rather be doing something else. That’s why you have to believe
in what you’re doing and the candidate or candidates you are working for. If you
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become a political volunteer for the glamour of the campaign, you won't last.
Of course, it’s the ultimate pay-off that brings the excitement. When your candidate
wins the election, there is no better feeling in the world. You know that all of the
hard work that you and many others put in helped to make the difference. When you
share in the victory party with your candidate and all the supporters, it’s a time of
sheer jubilation. In later days, that rush is replaced with a feeling of satisfaction. All
of the hard work becomes a faint memory. Before long you’re ready for the next
campaign.
While the political highs are thrilling, the political lows are devastating. It’s hard to
describe the feeling of utter despondency and sadness when you are on the losing end
of a long campaign. One of the feelings that always gnaws at me is guilt. What could
I have done that I didn’t do? Why did I go to the concert one night and skip the
phone banking? However, instead of wallowing in self-pity, I just recommit myself
to working harder the next time. To work in politics, you have to be an optimist.
When it comes to politics, I feel out of touch with most of my fellow students.
However, as a voting bloc, I know that the 18-to-21 year olds have a lot of power. So
I sit at the voter registration tables on campus, I recruit members to join our political
club, I write political pieces for the school paper, and I try to get people to help on a
campaign. More students are starting to see the connection between political
decisions and the availability of student aid or college loans, the cost of tuition, the
price of gas, and the health of our environment. As politics is a big part of my life, I
think it’s also going to get bigger for a lot of students. I’m going to do what I can to
help make that a reality.
Notice in the opening paragraph how the writer introduces her topic, explains her
interest in it, and concludes with her topic sentence. In the next paragraph she tells
how she became involved, and in the three subsequent middle paragraphs, she relates
what it is like to be a political volunteer. Finally, she concludes the paper by telling
readers more about her political involvement and how she hopes it spreads to many
college students. By the end of the paper, we clearly understand the writer’s passion
for politics and her knowledge of the political process.
___________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 3.6
Read the following essay. With a classmate, identify the opening, middle, and
concluding paragraphs, the thesis statement in the opening, and the topic sentences in
the middle paragraphs. Then analyze the content in each part of the essay and what
the writer accomplishes in the opening, middle, and conclusion.
Passion for Football
Every Sunday during football season, you’ll always find me in the same place most of
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the time: sitting in front of the television. I’m there again every Monday night, and
sometimes on Thursdays. Those are the times when NFL football is on television, and
I seldom miss a game. Every year I can’t wait for fall to roll around so I can enjoy my
favorite pastime: watching professional football.
While I like watching all levels of football, professional football is by far the best.
The players are the best in the world, and the speed of the game is amazing. I like
everything about the game, especially the long bomb, the big hits, the breakaway
running plays, and the acrobatic catches. Professional football players are some of the
best athletes around, and when they play together as a team, it is beautiful to watch.
While I’ll watch any pro game, I do have my favorite teams that I prefer watching.
I like the Colts because of their high-powered offense and the Steelers because of their
toughness and in-your-face defense. I like the Patriots because they always perform at
a high level. When any of these teams are playing, I always have a team to cheer for.
The rest of the times I just sit back and enjoy the game.
I particularly like it when two games are on at a time, which usually happens on
Sunday mornings. Then I can switch back and forth between games and watch two at
a time. If I time it right, I can catch almost every play of both games since seldom do
both games have a play occurring at the same time. Sometimes there will even be
three games on at once, and I’m flipping that remote all over the place.
I watch a game differently from a lot of guys I know. I’m not like some of them
who love to go to the sports bar and root for their team along with a hundred other
screaming maniacs. I’m not into all that emotional stuff and high-fiving. I don’t even
care if no one is watching the game in the house but me. Sometimes a friend will be
over to watch with me, but I’m just as happy sitting there by myself. I watch the
games just to enjoy the great athletes and great plays, so that makes me different from
a lot of fans.
Although some people tell me to get a life, they don’t understand that watching pro
football is a big part of my life. They don’t really understand how much I enjoy what
I’m doing, and I don’t waste my time telling them. If there’s anything better to do than
watching Peyton Manning throw a perfect strike into the end zone through three
defenders, or LaDamian Tomlinson breaking through the line and juking the
linebackers, or Randy Moss leaping high to snare a pass with one hand, or Junior Seau
flying across the field and smashing into a startled running back, I haven’t seen it. It’s
like watching great artists at work.
Football season is almost over for the year, but the Colts are in the Super Bowl, so
I’ll have one last Super Sunday to enjoy. Then my life changes for the worse. I have
nothing to do that replaces the enjoyment I get from watching NFL football, and
watching a baseball game on a spring Sunday afternoon is boring with a capital B. I
go through football withdrawal for a couple months, then switch gears and start getting
out of the house on weekends and doing things I don’t do during football season, like
going to the gym.
By mid-summer, the upcoming football season is in the news again, and I read
every article I can. In a way, I start preparing for the new season like the players do, by
checking the playing schedule, seeing how the draft picks and free agency trades are
working out, analyzing the coaching changes, and gearing up for hundreds of hours of
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games. By the start of the season, I’ve got my game face on and am hunkered down in
the living room with fresh batteries in my remote. Let the games begin.
_____________________________________________________________________

Drafting Guidelines
Keep the following guidelines in mind when you write your first draft.
1.

Write an opening, middle, and conclusion for your draft. Include your thesis
sentence in the opening, and begin each middle paragraphs with a topic
sentence that expresses the main idea for the paragraph.

2.

Include some of your list ideas from prewriting to help develop your paper,
using them to generate topic sentences for your middle paragraphs.

3.

If you are writing on a topic your reading audience may know little about,
include some explanation in the beginning of your middle paragraphs.

4.

As you write, reread your sentences to help you decide what to write next.

5.

Your writing purpose is to help your readers understand why you feel the way
you do about your topic. Keep that goal in mind as you write.

6.

Your purpose in writing the first draft is to get your ideas on paper without
concern for wording perfection or whether you make an occasional error.

___________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 3.7
Write the first draft of your paper keeping the drafting guidelines in mind.
Sample First Draft
Tutor
In fourth grade when the bell rang for recess, my classmates couldn’t get outside fast
enough to play ball or run around the playground. Not particularly good at games or
sports and a slow runner, I was less enthusiastic, often watching the fun from a
distance or hunting ladybugs and rolly pollys with a couple friends. Then I found out
about an activity that changed my recess time dramatically.
Knowing my dislike for the rigors of the playground, my teacher told me that
students could earn service points towards the Block R award by tutoring kindergarten
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students. She said I could do it during some recess periods. I told her I’d like to give
it a try and the next recess, three of us reported to the kindergarten building.
I sat with students individually and helped them with their numbers, letters, and
small art projects. I enjoyed it, and the students seemed to respond well to me. The
kindergarten teacher said I was doing a good job, and before long I was spending
practically every twenty-minute recess in the kindergarten room. It was a part of the
day I always looked forward to.
Looking back, it wasn’t too surprising that I took to tutoring. From the time I was
very young, I liked playing school with my younger sister and grandparents, and I was
always the teacher. Tutoring kindergarten students seemed a natural extension of my
play. I earned enough service points that year that along with my grades and other
activities, I earned my Block R plaque, a great accomplishment for me. I also enjoyed
my “students” shouting out to me across campus or waving to me in the cafeteria. I
had many little friends.
I continued my tutoring for the remainder of elementary school, working with first
graders as a fifth grader and with second graders as a sixth grader. Admittedly some
of my classmates let me know that they thought it a little strange that I preferred
tutoring to recess, but no one made fun of me. I was also getting a lot of positive
feedback from teachers, and some teachers would request me specifically to work in
their classrooms. I also continued racking up the Block R service points, but by this
time I would have kept tutoring without them. I remember one teacher saying,
“Imelda, you are a born teacher,” an observation I would never forget.
In middle school there was no tutoring program similar to elementary school, and I
found fewer opportunities to work. Once a week middle school students could
volunteer to tutor at the elementary school for an hour, and I did that, but it was far
from the regular tutoring routine I had in elementary school, and I missed that.
However, once I got into high school, I had a plan.
I felt confident in my tutoring abilities by this time, particularly in reading, writing,
and math, the three areas that students most needed help. Reading was my first love
and something of a specialty for me, and I spent a lot of time learning about reading
instruction, including phonics, sight word memorization, and contextual clues. Since I
wasn’t doing any after-school activity at the time, I asked my mom about me starting
an after-school tutoring business. I could earn a little money and continue doing what
I enjoyed. She said to give it a try although we were both skeptical that I’d get any
students to tutor.
I advertised in the local paper for tutoring elementary age students in reading,
writing, and math, and I got a few phone calls. I would meet with the mothers of
prospective students at my house, with my mom present, and tell them my
qualifications and years of experience. The students would be coming to me since my
mom didn’t want me going all over town to different people’s houses. I started out
with just a couple students, but the business grew as I continued to advertise and word
of mouth began spreading that students and parents were happy with the results. Soon
I was tutoring three-four days a week, sometimes taking two students at a time with
similar skill levels.
I continued my tutoring business through my junior year of high school and then
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experienced my first burn-out. I had been tutoring kids since the fourth grade and I
felt I needed a break. My enthusiasm for the work was dropping, and the tutoring
sessions were becoming more like drudgery. I wanted to relax and enjoy my senior
year, spend more time with my friends, and have no after-school obligations. So I put
tutoring out of my mind, thinking perhaps that it had run its course for me.
I learned that you sometimes have to get away from something that you have done
for a long time before you realize how much it meant to you. I had a full year to
recharge my battery, and by the time I started college, tutoring seemed like a good idea
again. However, I wanted to try something different this time, and the college
provided the opportunity. The college hired peer tutors to work with students who
were working below college level to help bring them up to grade level. Prospective
tutors were interviewed and also did mock tutoring sessions. I decided to specialize in
reading instruction, my greatest love and aptitude, and during the mock sessions,
showed off the considerable teaching skills I had developed over the years. The head
of tutorial instruction was impressed, and I was hired.
Over the past two years, I have gotten as much tutoring work as I wanted and made
a number of friends. I realized that I instilled some of my passion for reading with my
students as well as helping them develop their skills, and I often left books with them
that I thought they might like. Although I had expected for some time that my future
career lay somewhere in the area of teaching, my college tutoring brought a clearer
focus to what I wanted to do.
I enjoyed tutoring my peers, but I knew that my first love was working with
elementary age children, and I knew that I had a good rapport with them. I also
realized that while I loved working with students one-on-one or in small groups, that
working with a class of thirty students might not be my strong suit. Finally, I knew
that teaching reading was what I loved the most and did the best, and it was something
I could imagine doing the rest of my life.
After doing some research, I learned that most school districts had one or more
reading specialists who went from school to school working with individual students
or small groups on a pull-out basis. In addition, they helped to develop and coordinate
reading programs in the district, conduct reading staff development, and assess student
progress in reading. I couldn’t think of a job that I would enjoy more or was better
suited for.
After I get my liberal studies degree in two years, I will apply to a reading
specialist credential program at a nearby college whose program has a good reputation.
To have that direction in my life gives me a very good feeling, particularly as I see
classmates who have no idea what they want to do or major in. Who knows. If I had
been more athletically inclined and enjoyed recess like most students, I may have
never gotten into tutoring, which sent my life in the direction it’s going. And I still
hearken back in the fifth grade to one teacher’s comment, “Imelda, you are a born
teacher.” Maybe I am.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Revision
Now that you have written the first draft of your paper, you are ready to make any
changes you feel will make it more interesting, informative, complete, or better
written. Writing the first draft is a major step towards completing your paper, but there
is still work to be done.
Often writers feel a sense of completion after finishing a first draft, and aren’t
anxious to jump in and start revising it. That is a good reason to set your draft aside for
a few hours or even overnight. Then when you take a fresh look at it, you may feel
more motivated to improve the paper. You will also find yourself less enchanted with
what you wrote and realize that some changes are probably in order.
Think of your writing process as creating a sculpture. In the first draft, you have
chiseled out the rough form of your sculpture, and viewers can clearly see your
intended figure: a child with a cat in her lap. In the second draft, you use a finer chisel
and more refined sculpting skills to turn the roughly formed figure into a finely
featured work of art. Neither writer nor artist can create a finished product in a single
step
In the “Revision” sections, you are introduced to new elements of revision and also
apply what you learned in previous units to help revise your draft. In this section, the
new revision consideration is organizing your paper.

Organization
An important element of an effectively written paper is its organization: the order in
which its content is presented to readers. In a well-organized paper, ideas are
presented in an order that best conveys the writer’s ideas. There is a logic to the
organization, and the ideas in one paragraph follow naturally from the previous
paragraph and lead sensibly into the next one.
While different types of writing favor particular organizational schemes, there is
one organizational constant in most writing. Writers begin with an opening that
introduces their topic, continue with a middle that develops what they have to say
about the topic, and end with a conclusion that “wraps up” the paper for readers,
providing a sense of completion. This basic organizational scheme has stood the test of
time, providing writers with the most efficient structure for communicating with
readers. Within this basic framework, however, there are other organizational
decisions you make with any paper that you write. The following guidelines will help
you make the best choices as you determine the most effective way to present your
ideas.
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Organizing Guidelines
1.

Narrative papers that tell a story usually have the most straightforward
organization. The story is told in chronological order, with events presented in
the order that they occurred. This is the organizational scheme you used in your
first paper in Unit 1.

2.

Papers often contain a number of points or ideas that support the thesis statement
of a paper. These points should be presented in their most effective order, usually
one of the following:
a. Start with the most important point and conclude with the least important.
b. Start with the least important point and conclude with the most important.
c. Start and conclude with the two most important points and sandwich the other
points between them.
d. Group related points together in sequential paragraphs.
The order in which you present your points will depend on what you believe is
the most effective and logical presentation of ideas, based on what you want to
accomplish in the paper.

3.

Certain types of papers lend themselves to a particular organizational scheme.
For example, in a problem/solution paper, which you will write in a later unit, a
typical organizational pattern includes introducing the problem, presenting its
causes, explaining its effects, and providing possible solutions.

4

Often in a paper, you will use the middle paragraphs to do different things:
explain more about the topic, provide examples supporting your thesis statement,
present reasons why you feel as you do about the topic, or present other
information related to the thesis statement. In such cases, you would order your
ideas based on these considerations:
a. What is the most logical, natural order for the ideas to be presented in?
b. What is the most effective order for readers to follow your thoughts?
c. What order would best accomplish your writing purpose?
For example, if readers need to learn more about your topic, it is best to provide
that information before getting into the supporting points for your thesis
statement.
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5.

While you might decide on a rough organizational scheme during your prewriting planning, you often need to get your thoughts on paper before
discovering the best way to organize them. On rereading a first draft, a particular
paragraph or sentence may appear out of place, so you move it to a location
where it fits better.

It is important to check the organization of your paper during the revision process to
see how effectively you have ordered your ideas. Sometimes moving a paragraph or
two to a different location can significantly improve a paper, and using a word
processing program, moving paragraphs or sentences is a simple task.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 3.8
For the following two topics, arrange the supporting points in the order you would
present them in a paper. Be prepared to explain the order you choose.
Topic: Rugby
Thesis statement: Rugby is a great sport that most Americans know little about.
Supporting Points:

Requires great stamina and running ability
Extremely fast, tough sport
Tremendous individual skills of top players
Originated in Europe
Basic rules of the game
Exciting to watch

Topic: Elementary school teacher
Thesis statement: Being an elementary school teacher is a challenging job.
Supporting Points:

Discipline problems to deal with
Long hours
Teaching non-English speaking children
Responsible for children testing at grade level
Helping children who have bad home lives
Endless paper work to fill out from district and state

____________________________________________________________________
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Revision Activity 3.9
Read the following first draft and reorder the paragraphs in a more effective way.
Escaping the Gang
I am one of nine children, the son of Mexican immigrants. My family moved around
a lot when I was young. Once after we went to back to Mexico, our family split up.
My dad stayed in Mexico where he was working and my mother moved the rest of us
to Los Angeles. My father was going to join us later. I never saw him again.
I am one of the lucky ones. I escaped from gang life, I’m not in prison, and I’m still
alive. Every day I see young kids hanging out on the street and I know where their
lives are heading. That’s why I spend time at the youth center on weekends talking to
kids and playing with them. I know the lure of gang life and also how gangs ruin
lives. If I can help one kid stay out of gangs, maybe I’ve saved a life.
We eventually moved to a small two-bedroom apartment, the first of many that
we lived in. There were a lot of other poor kids like me around, and they became my
friends. We began hanging out in the streets, sometimes very late. I had a lot of
anger in me, especially towards my father, and I vented it by getting into fights.
Some of the guys that befriended me were gang members. When you’re young, you
don’t judge people who are nice to you, and I had someone to back me up and to pass
the time with. My mom was busy trying to keep nine children clothed and fed.
When you are young, you really don’t know what a gang is about. Once you are
older, things change. People start shooting at you. You can’t go certain places
because you’ll get jumped. And when you get hit by members of another gang, you
have to retaliate. My homeboys and I would go on patrol searching for rival gang
members. We’d smoke weed to get up our courage, and then we’d see a couple guys
and jump out of the car and fight, hitting them with bats and “jacking” their stuff.
By the time I was in fifth grade I had begun to steal, breaking into homes with my
homeboys and grabbing video games or any cash we could find. By the time I was a
freshman, I was “jumped” into my gang, getting pounded for several minutes by
some gang members. I fought back and got in some punches, just to show I wasn’t
going down like a punk. I passed the test.
I got kicked out of high school for being a trouble maker and went to continuation.
Luckily, there were some teachers there who didn’t give up on me. I got my high
school diploma. However, once I got out of school, I had more time to hang out with
my homeboys. We broke into homes, and when we weren’t stealing, we smoked
marijuana and drank beer. We’d steal booze from a liquor store and trade it on the
street for some weed. We’d spend most of the day getting drunk and high.
My life fell apart after my homeboys and I robbed a clothing store. Someone got
our license number, and soon police were rounding up my friends. I left the area and
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stayed on the run for a few weeks. Finally, I turned myself in because I missed my
girlfriend. I was convicted of grand theft and sent to county jail with other gang
members. Being in jail got my attention. I wondered whether I’d end up rotting in
prison ten years from now. I didn’t want that, and I decided to drop out of the gang.
I told an officer I was dropping out, and I was moved to another center to “protect”
me. I made it through, and once I got out, I was put in touch with Jorge, a former
gang member who was director of New Hope. I got in a program where I learned to
manage my anger, fill out a job resume, and stay clean. After I got through the
program, Jorge lined me up with a job. He also probably saved my life.
Today I look at my time in jail as a blessing because I had the opportunity to see
what I was doing wrong. I’ll be on probation for three years and I can’t mess up.
My old friends still want to hang out, but I’ve got too much going for me to lose it.
When I talk to the young guys, I tell them straight up what it’s like. I tell them the
temptations are great, but they need to be strong and stay away from the street life. I
tell them to respect their moms and to care about school so they don’t ruin their
lives. Some of them listen to me; some of them don’t. I keep trying because I know
they want to have a future like everyone. They just don’t know how to get there.
When I see young kids on the street, I feel for them. I know how poor they are and
how lonely it can get. I also know that being around older guys seems exciting.
They are your role models, and when they give you attention, it’s a big deal. You
don’t imagine what it’s like once you start stealing, gang banging, and getting shot at.
Most importantly, I take an interest in them. I talk to them and listen to them. I
spend time with them so they know that I care. Maybe I’m a role model for some of
them, and if I had had someone like me in my life when I was growing up, things
might have been different. I hope it is for them.

Revision Guidelines
The following guidelines will help you revise your draft effectively.
1.

Reread your draft to determine whether readers will understand clearly what the
topic means to you: i.e., the enjoyment, sense of satisfaction, excitement, or sense
of accomplishment it may bring. Revise your draft in ways that help readers
understand your passion for the topic.

2.

Check your opening paragraph to make sure you have clearly introduced
your topic, created some interest for readers, and included your thesis
statement. What might you add or change to make your opening even more
interesting for readers?

3.

Check your middle paragraphs to make sure that each paragraph begins with
a topic sentence expressing its main idea, and that each paragraph relates to
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and supports the thesis statement in some manner. Also check the
organization of your paragraphs, and decide whether any paragraphs or any
sentences within a paragraph could be moved to a more effective location.
4.

Check your concluding paragraph to make sure that it provides readers with a
sense of completion, relates to your thesis statement, and adds something for
readers beyond what you have already written. What can you add or change
in the conclusion to make it one of the strongest parts of your paper?

5.

Read each paragraph to see if there is anything you can add - an example, a
reason in support of your thesis, a specific detail or description, an
explanation - to make the paper more interesting, informative, or
complete.

6.

Check your use of transitional wording to tie sentences and paragraphs
together. Add any transitions (e.g. first, second, also, in addition, finally,
therefore, however, etc.) that will help readers understand your ideas and how
they are connected.

7.

Check your paragraphing to make sure you have changed paragraphs when
you move to something new: a different part of the paper, a new supportive
point, a different example, a different time, place, or event. Divide overly
long paragraphs into two, and combine very short paragraphs containing
related material.

8.

Check the wording of each sentence, and revise sentences to make them
clearer, smoother, and more concise by eliminating unnecessary words or
phrases and rewording awkward or unclear sentences.

9.

Reread your draft a last time with your readers’ response in mind. What final
changes might you make to heighten their interest in your topic or further
their understanding?

_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 3.10
With a classmate, or a small group of classmates, read the following first draft and
apply the revision guidelines. Make note of changes that you would recommend the
writer make in her next draft.

Crazy for Windmills

111
Driving along a country road or through a suburban neighborhood, I’m often looking
for something that most people seldom notice. I never noticed them either until my
young niece started pointing them out to me one day. She loved finding new
windmills, and I’d help her look for them after picking her up at school. Now even
when she’s not in the car, I catch myself looking for windmills.
What you probably don’t realize until you look is that there are windmills
everywhere. You will find them in country pastures, beside barns, on hillsides, in
back yards and front yards, and even on the tops of buildings. You will also find that
windmills come in all different shapes and sizes.
I became more interested in windmills as I learned more about them. They've been
around for hundreds of years in various parts of the world, and many of the better
known ones dot the landscapes in Holland, Norway, Russia, and Greece. They have
served various purposes over the years, including grinding grain into flour, pumping
water from wells, and creating electricity, all using the power created by the wind
turning their blades and the shaft connected to them.
The windmills in the United States and in Europe are very different in looks as well
as function. I find them both attractive but favor the European mills. Interestingly,
you can find European style windmills in the US, most of them ornamental but a few
of them functional. I have yet to see an American styled windmill in Europe based on
hundreds of pictures of windmills I’ve seen on the Internet.
I’ve even started collecting windmills. I have a charm bracelet with small windmill
trinkets on it, and relatives will add to the collection on my birthday.
I bought a table light windmill from a collectable store whose blades turn when you
turn on the light. I also have a couple small American windmill replicas sitting in my
room that I put together from kits.
Outside our house I have some decorative back-yard windmills. One is silver and
red and stands about seven feet tall. Another is a wooden replica of a Dutch windmill
that is about four feet tall. The last one is a black five-foot American windmill that I
can see from my bedroom window.
With my niece’s help, I even wrote a small children’s book for her which she
illustrated with drawings of windmills. It was a story about a girl who loved
windmills and an old windmill she named Old Windy that was going to be torn down
for a housing development. The story has a happy ending, and my niece had a good
time illustrating it and taking it to school to share with her class. She is quite an artist
for her age and is even taking some art instruction from a local teacher/artist who
holds art classes after school.
One great thing about being a windmill hound is that a long trip is never boring.
My niece went with me and our family on a two hundred mile trip across the state
recently. My niece and I spent almost the entire trip looking for and finding
windmills, and we found over thirty on our way. We get excited over any windmill
we find, but we particularly like the big ones, and if they are spinning, that’s a bonus.
On this particular trip, we saw what has to be one of the tallest American windmills
anywhere.
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One of the highlights of our windmill experiences was when I took her to
a place called Windmill World on the outskirts of a small town about an hour from
where we live. The old man who owns Windmill World builds windmills for farms
and ranches across the country, and he has over fifty windmills on this property. For
a windmill fanatic, seeing fifty windmills in one place is as good as it gets. We spent
over an hour looking at the windmills and talking to the man, who was thrilled to find
people who loved windmills as much as he does. In the end he gave each of us a
windmill kit to build a two-foot ornamental American windmill. That was the perfect
ending to a great outing.
I can’t separate my enthusiasm for windmills from my niece’s because we are in
this thing together. We have gone on-line and found a couple of windmill museums in
the US, one in Oklahoma and one in Texas. Our goal in the near future is to visit both
museums on one trip. We may be the only two people in the country with such a
goal.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 3.11
Revise your draft by applying the revision guidelines presented. Then exchange
drafts with a classmate and suggest any further revisions that you feel would improve
each other’s paper. Finally, write the second draft of your paper, including all
improvements you have made in content, wording, and organization.
Sample Revised Draft
Tutor
In fourth grade when the bell rang for recess, my classmates couldn’t wait to get
outside fast enough to play ball or run around the playground. Not particularly good
at games or sports and a slow runner, I was less enthusiastic, often just watching the
fun from a distance or hunting ladybugs and rolly pollys with a couple friends. Then I
found out about discovered an activity that changed my recess time dramatically.
Knowing my dislike for the rigors of the playground, my teacher told me that
students could earn service points towards the Block R award by tutoring kindergarten
students. She said I could do it during some recess periods. I told her I’d like to give
it a try and the next recess, three of us reported to the kindergarten building.
I sat with students individually and helped them with their numbers, letters, and
small art projects. I enjoyed it, and the students seemed to responded well to me. The
kindergarten teacher said I was doing a good job, and before long I was spending
practically almost every twenty-minute recess in the kindergarten room. It was a part
of the day something I always looked forward to.
Looking back, it wasn’t too surprising that I took to enjoyed tutoring. From the
time I was very At a young age, I liked playing school with my younger sister and
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grandparents who babysat me, and I was always the teacher. Tutoring kindergarten
students seemed was a natural extension of my play. I earned enough service points
that year that along with my grades and other activities, I to get my Block R plaque, a
great accomplishment for me. I also enjoyed my kindergarten “students” shouting
out to me across campus or waving to me in the cafeteria. I had many little friends. It
made me feel good.
I continued my tutoring for the remainder of elementary school in fifth and six
grade, working with first graders as a fifth grader and with second graders as a sixth
grader first graders and second graders. Admittedly Some of my classmates let me
know that they thought it a little strange that I preferred tutoring to recess, but no one
made fun of me. I was also getting a lot of positive feedback from teachers, and some
teachers who would request me specifically to work in their classrooms. I also
continued racking up the Block R service points, but by this time then I would have
kept tutoring without them. I remember one teacher saying, “Imelda, you are a born
teacher,” an observation something I would never forget.
In middle school there was no tutoring program similar to elementary school, and I
found fewer opportunities to work. Once a week middle school students could
volunteer to tutor at the elementary school for an hour, and which I did that, but it was
far from the my regular former tutoring routine, I had in elementary school, and
which I missed. that. However, once I got into high school, I had a plan.
I felt confident in my tutoring abilities by this time, particularly in reading, writing,
and math, the three areas that where students most needed help. Reading was my first
love and something of a specialty for me favorite tutoring subject, and I spent a lot
of time learning about reading instruction, including about phonics, sight word
memorization, and contextual clues. Since I wasn’t doing any after-school activity at
the time, I asked my mom about me starting an after-school a tutoring business. I
could earn a little money and continue doing what I enjoyed. She said to give it a try
although we were both skeptical weren’t sure that I’d get any students. to tutor.
I advertised in the local paper for to tutoring elementary age students in reading,
writing, and math, and I got a few phone calls. I would meet with the mothers of
prospective students at my house with my mom present, and tell them my
qualifications and years of experience. The students would be coming to me since my
mom didn’t want me going all over town to different people’s houses. I started out
with just a couple students, but the business grew as I continued to advertise and word
of mouth began spreading spread that students and parents were happy with the
results. Soon I was tutoring three-four days a week, sometimes taking two students at
a time with similar skill levels.
I continued my tutoring business through my junior year of high school and then
experienced my first burn-out. I had been tutoring kids since the fourth grade and I
felt I needed a break. My enthusiasm for the work was dropping, and the tutoring
sessions were becoming more like drudgery. I wanted to relax and enjoy my senior
year, spend more time with my friends, and have no after-school obligations. So I put
tutoring out of my mind, thinking perhaps that it had run its course. for me.
I learned that you sometimes have to get away from something that you have done
for a long time before you realize how much it meant to you. I had a full year to
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recharge my battery, and by the time I started college, tutoring seemed like a good idea
again. However, I wanted to try something different this time, and the college
provided the opportunity. The college They hired peer tutors to work with students
who were working below college level in particular subjects. to help bring them up
to grade level. Prospective tutors were I was interviewed and also did a mock tutoring
session. I decided to specialize in reading instruction, my greatest love and aptitude,
strength, and during the mock session, showed off the considerable teaching skills I
had developed over the years. The head of tutorial instruction was impressed, and I
was one of the few freshmen who were hired.
Over the past two years, I have gotten as much tutoring work as I wanted and made
a number of friends. I realized that I try to instilled some of my passion for reading
with in my students as well as along with helping them develop their skills, and I
often left leave books with them that I thought think they might like. Although I had
long expected for some time that my future career lay in somewhere in the area of
teaching, my college tutoring helped me to decide brought a clearer focus to
specifically what I wanted to do.
I enjoyed tutoring my peers, but I knew that my first love was working with
elementary age children, and I knew that I whom I always had a good rapport got
along well with. them. I also realized that while I loved working with students oneon-one or in small groups, that working with a class of thirty students seemed
daunting. might not be my strong suit. Finally, I knew that teaching reading was what
I loved enjoyed the most and did the best, and it was something I could imagine doing
the rest of my life.
After doing some research, I learned that most school districts had one or more
reading specialists who went from school to school working with individual students
or small groups on a pull-out basis. In addition, they helped to develop and coordinate
reading programs, in the district, conducted reading staff development, and assessed
student progress in reading. I couldn’t think of a job that I would enjoy more or was
better suited for.
After I get my liberal studies degree in two years, I will apply to a reading
specialist credential program at a nearby college. whose program has a good
reputation. To have that career direction feels very good in my life gives me a very
good feeling, particularly as when I see classmates who have no idea what they want
to do. or major in. Who knows. If I had been more athletically inclined athletic and
enjoyed recess like most students, I may have never gotten into tutoring, which sent
my life in the its current direction. its going. And I still hearken back in to the fifth
grade to and one teacher’s comment, “Imelda, you are a born teacher.” Maybe
Perhaps I am.
_____________________________________________________________________

Editing
In the final phase of the writing process, you rid your paper of any errors that could
distract readers from its content. Error detection and correction come at the end of the
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writing process because there is little point in editing a paper for errors while you are
still working on its content and wording. You proofread your paper after all revisions
have been made so that you are working with the final product.
In each “Editing” section, you are introduced to new elements of punctuation,
grammar usage, or spelling that give writers problems, and you review what you have
learned in previous units in order to apply all of your editing knowledge to your latest
draft. In this section, you are introduced to subject-verb agreement, and you review
what you have learned about run-on sentences and comma splices, sentence
fragments, irregular verbs, and comma usage.

Subject-Verb Agreement
An important element of correct grammar usage is subject-verb agreement: making
sure that you use the correct present tense verb form, depending on whether the
subject is singular or plural. When you use the correct verb form, the verb agrees
with its subject.
Subject-verb agreement is not difficult for most writers when the subject and verb
are beside each other in a sentence. However, when they are separated by a group of
words, or when their order is inverted, with the verb coming first, writers can have
problems. This section will be devoted primarily to the more problematic
constructions.
For example, in the sentence “That smell nauseates me,” it is obvious that the verb
form nauseates, ending is s, agrees with the subject smell. If the s were left off of
nauseates, the sentence, “That smell nauseate me,” would sound wrong to most
writers. However, in the sentence, “That smell from the sewer farm beside the
housing projects nauseate me,” the verb form nauseate may not sound as bad,
although it is still incorrect. The separation of a subject and verb in a sentence often
makes it more difficult to “hear” the correct verb form.

Subject-Verb Agreement Rules
The following basic rules and guidelines will help you avoid subject-verb agreement
problems in your writing.
1.

The subject of a sentence is what the sentence is about: the main person, place,
thing, or idea on which the sentence is centered.
Examples (subject underlined):
Your aunt from Wisconsin is a very friendly person.
The separation of subject and verb in a sentence makes selecting the correct
verb form more difficult.
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In the end, a person’s wealth is a poor indicator of happiness.
2.

The verb in a sentence expresses an action or a state of being. It tells what the
subject is doing (action) or the condition of the person or thing (state of being).
Examples (verb italicized, subject underlined)
The separation of subject and verb creates agreement problems for some
writers.
The mouse constantly darts out of the closet and down the hallway.
Your aunt from Wisconsin is tired from her long flight.

3.

Subject-verb agreement involves present tense verbs: verbs that express
something that is happening or existing in the present. The following agreement
rules apply to present tense verbs.
a. If the subject of the sentence is singular (one person, one place, one idea), the
present tense verb ends in “s.”
Examples (subject underlined, verb italicized):
My baby niece enjoys banging on the piano.
The Empire State Building is no longer the tallest building in the world.
My roommate works in a delicatessen on weekends.
b. If the subject of the sentence is plural -two or more persons, places, or ideas the present tense verb does not end in s. (Exception: verbs already ending in s
like dress, press, or guess.)
Examples:
My baby nieces enjoy banging on the piano.
The Empire State Building and Sears Tower are no longer the two tallest
buildings in the world.
My roommates work in a delicatessen on weekends.
c. The subject pronouns you and I are treated as plural when applying the
agreement rule.
Examples:
I like early morning classes.
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You enjoy evening classes.
4.

When there is a group of words separating the subject and verb, ignore these
words when determining subject-verb agreement. (An exception is explained in
6.a.)
Examples:
The boys in the back of the room seldom participate in discussion.
The women working in the cold storage plant on “N” Street belong
to the retail employees’ union.
The woman who works in several different store departments is seventy
years old.
Only one of the men works the night shift year around.

5.

When a sentence begins with There + a to be verb (is, are, was, were), the subject
comes after the verb, so find the subject to determine the correct verb form.
(Note: The verbs was and were are the only past tense verbs to which the subjectverb agreement rules apply. Was is used with singular subjects, and were is used
with plural subjects.)
Examples:
There is a full moon tonight.
There are very few stars in the sky tonight.
There were several students absent on the day of the concert.

6.

Four other subject-verb agreement situations warrant your attention.
a. If the subject most, more, some, a lot, or all is followed by a prepositional
phrase (most of the cake, more of the men, some of the rules, a lot of money,
all of the lobsters), the last word in the prepositional phrase determines the
correct verb form.

Examples:
Most of the spectators sit under the covered bleachers. (Since spectators is
plural, the verb sit does not end in s.)
All of the cake needs to be eaten before tomorrow. (Since cake is singular,
the verb needs ends in s.)
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b. In some sentences, two or more verbs go with the subject. In such cases, each
verb must agree with the subject.
Examples:
My cat always mews under my bedroom window in the morning and then
scratches on the window screen to awaken me.
The eastbound train that runs from Hanford to Bakersfield is often late.
c. In some sentences, there are two or more pairs of subjects and verbs. In such
cases, each present tense verb agrees with its subject.
Examples:
The moon is yellowish-white when it rises above the horizon, but it turns
a pale orange as it moves higher.
While Josh vacuums the hallway carpet, you mop the bathroom floor.
d. If a relative pronoun such as that, who, or which precedes the verb, the verb
must agree with the subject that the relative pronoun refers to.
Examples
The men who pour foundations for the houses being built in the
neighborhood work very long hours.
The one garage sale item that attracts me the most is the reading lamp.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 3.12
Underline the subjects and circle the verbs in the following sentences, and be prepared
to explain why each verb ends or doesn’t end in s.
Example: Joan and I walk to school in the fall, but we usually drive in the winter
when the weather gets colder. (subjects underlined, verbs in italics)
1.

The sudden sound of a car alarm in a parking garage always startles me.

2.

One of the reasons that I go to movies frequently is that I enjoy getting out of
the house on weekends.

3.

There are several large bins behind the apartment building that we dump our
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trash in.
4.

Students who do the most reading often possess the best vocabularies.

5.

Concert attendees in the back of the arena have the least expensive seats.

6.

The aroma of barbecued hamburgers lingers in our back yard.

7.

The lottery for student basketball tickets is at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow in the
cafeteria, but few students seem to know about it, and those students that
know appear rather indifferent.

8.

A lot of students really like the cafeteria’s donuts because by the time I get
there in the morning, the donuts are all gone.

9.

The colorful ornaments that you put on the Christmas tree give it a festive
look.

10. The head of my golf club loosens every time I hit the ball near the bottom of
the club, so I try to hit the ball in the center.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 3.13
Underline the subject or subjects in each sentence, and then underline the correct verb
forms in parentheses.
Example: Julian and Lucy (try, tries) hard when they (play, plays) doubles in tennis
but seldom (win, wins).
1.

One of your friends (enjoy, enjoys) teasing me about my collection of rubber
bands.

2.

There (appear, appears) to be several large pigeons nesting in the eaves of the
science building.

3.

The sounds coming from the upstairs apartment (indicate, indicates) that
someone (are, is) in trouble.

4.

Most of the wedding cake ( were, was) eaten, but few of the anchovy
appetizers (were, was) touched.
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5.

My best guess from analyzing the early election returns (are, is) that all of the
incumbent board members on the voting ballot (are, is) likely to win.

6.

Maxine and Sue (realize, realizes) that their friend Nagumi, who frequently
(attend, attends) campus functions with them but (go, goes) to another school,
(like, likes) her school very much, and despite their pleas for her to switch
colleges, (plan, plans) to stay where she (are, is).

7.

In the back of the classroom by the double doors (sit, sits) a guy who (sleep,
sleeps) through most of the class and sometimes even (snore, snores).

8.

Most of the people who (attend, attends) presidential debates (mill, mills)
about outside the auditorium after the debate and (discuss, discusses) the
candidates’ performances.

9.

The debate over whether the recent global warming (are, is) man-made or part
of the natural weather cycle (appear, appears) to favor the side who (believe,
believes) that man and his creations (are, is) responsible.

10. Most meteors from distant space that (fall, falls) towards earth (burn, burns)
up in the atmosphere long before they (get, gets) close to our planet.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 3.14
Proofread the following draft for any subject-verb agreement errors, and make the
necessary corrections.
Example: The plans for the new performing art center is impressive, but there is no
timetable in place for its construction.
Corrected: The plans for the new performing art center are impressive, but there is no
timetable in place for its construction.
The foul smells emanating from the garbage bin beside the apartment spreads across
the complex and leaves everyone feeling nauseous. No person in the apartments are
to blame, but everyone suffers from the effect.
The problem is that garbage collection for the apartments occur on a two-week
cycle. You can imagine the combination of unpleasant odors that come from dirty
diapers, rotting food, and souring milk products that sits in the garbage bin for two
weeks. Each day the odor gets worse, and by the end of the week, the smell is
beginning to creep inside the apartments. Besides that, by the end of the second week,
the garbage bin are overflowing, and garbage is strewn on the ground and dragged
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around the complex by dogs.
The answer to our garbage problems are, of course, a weekly garbage collection
schedule by the city. For some reason the city does a weekly collection at individual
houses in the area but collect at the apartment complexes every other week. That
seems unfair to all of the apartment residents and make little sense when you consider
that the garbage trucks are in the neighborhood every week.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Review Activity 3.15
Before editing your latest draft for errors, proofread and edit the following draft by
correcting any errors involving run-on sentences or comma splices, sentence
fragments, irregular verbs, or comma usage.
Example:
The once beautiful river was now a dry river bed with the smell of dead fish fouling
the air, the dam builded above the river had cut off the river’s flow filling a reservoir
with water to be used for farm irrigation.
Corrected:
The once beautiful river was now a dry river bed with the smell of dead fish fouling
the air. The dam built above the river had cut off the river’s flow, filling a reservoir
with water to be used for farm irrigation.
Parking Woes
Parking at the college was getting worse every semester. As more and more students
enrolled. To park in one of the main lots for an 8:00 a.m. class, you had to get to the
school by at least 7:30 which was hard for a lot of students. If your first class was at
9:00 a.m. your only chance of finding an on-campus parking space was if someone
from an 8:00 a.m. class left the lot, which didn’t happen frequently.
If you couldn’t park on campus you had to park on one of the streets adjacent to the
campus that allowed parking, or you had to park in the large dirt lot across from
campus which also filled with cars by early morning. A lot of students had to park
more than a mile away and walk to campus, and for them getting to class on time was
difficult, teachers complained about late students but it wasn’t their fault.
The other option that a surprising number of students taked was to park illegally on
campus they would park in “teacher only” lots which often had available spaces in
“administration only” parking lots in ten-minute parking green zones and in loading
zones. Sometimes the students would get away with it and sometimes they’d get
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ticketed. It was strictly a game of chance, for some students it was an expensive
game.
Finally the college done something to ease the terrible parking crunch they built a
five-story parking garage behind the Event’s Center at a significant cost but it was the
only thing they could do. Now almost all students can park on campus. And have no
more than a five minute walk to class. The number of students who are late to class
has gone down markedly and everyone seems more relaxed including the teachers and
administrators.
Editing Guidelines
When you proofread your paper for errors, read it several times, looking for a
particular type of error each time. If you try to find all types of errors in one reading,
you may overlook some. The more proficient you become at proofreading, and the
fewer errors you make, the easier it becomes to identify and correct your errors in
fewer readings.
The following guidelines will help you proofread and edit your papers effectively.
1.

Check your sentences to make sure you haven’t run any together or put a
comma between sentences instead of a period. Correct run-on sentences or
comma splices by separating longer sentences with periods and combining
shorter, related sentences with a joining word.

2.

Check your draft for any sentence fragments: incomplete sentences with a
period after them. To correct fragments, attach them to the complete sentence
they belong with, or add words to make them complete.

3.

Check your use of irregular verbs, making sure you have used the correct
irregular forms and spelled them correctly.

4.

Check your comma usage, making sure you have inserted commas into your
sentences following the rules presented in the text.

5.

Check the spelling of any word you are uncertain of, or run the spell check on
your word processing program, to eliminate any spelling errors.

6.

Check all present tense verbs to make sure that they agree with their subjects,
following the rules presented in this section.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 3.16
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Proofread your draft following the guidelines presented and make the necessary
corrections. Next, exchange papers with a classmate, proofread each other’s drafts,
and point out any undiscovered errors. Then write the final draft of your paper to
share with classmates.
_____________________________________________________________________

Writing Summary
At the end of each unit, you write a second paper, applying what you have learned to
this point in the text. The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to work
independently through the writing process, to write without interruptions for
instruction or activities, and to gain more experience writing thesis-centered papers.

Writing Assignment
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For your first paper in this unit, you wrote about a topic that you had a keen interest
in, something that you enjoyed doing. For this paper, you are going to do just the
opposite: write about something that you don’t enjoy. While we can learn about
writers from knowing what they like, we can also learn from their dislikes.
For your topic for this paper, choose something that you don’t enjoy, whether it
be giving a speech in front of an audience, sitting through a soccer game, taking
early morning classes, working on weekends, listening to presidential debates,
or going to the dentist. Choose a topic that has enough substance to write a
paper on, and one that your classmates might find interesting or relate to.

Prewriting
In preparation for writing your first draft, first you generate a thesis statement for your
paper, and then you develop some supportive material by making a list of supporting
points.

Thesis Statement
Once you have selected a topic for your paper, write a thesis statement that expresses
your viewpoint on the subject and that you could support in a paper.
Sample Thesis Statement
Topic: Country Music
Thesis statement: I am not a fan of country music.

Making a List
After you have generated a thesis statement, make a list of four or five points that
support your thesis and that would help readers understand why you feel as you do.
You may develop some or all of these points in the middle paragraphs of your paper.
Sample List of Supportive Points
Thesis statement: I am not a fan of country music.
List of points:

Songs all sound alike
Corny lyrics in most songs
Old fashioned and out of date
Can’t relate to the music
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Drafting Guidelines
Now that you have selected a topic, generated a thesis statement, and developed some
potential supporting points, you are ready to write the first draft of your paper. As
you write, keep the following in mind.
1.

In your opening, introduce your topic, create interest for readers, and include
your thesis statement at or near the end.

2.

In the middle paragraphs, support your thesis by providing the reasons that
you feel as you do about the topic. Make use of your list of points,
developing each in a different paragraph, and use a topic sentence to begin
each paragraph.

3.

Conclude your paper in a way that supports or reinforces your thesis and that
also provides something new for readers. Keep your readers - your
classmates - in mind as you write the conclusion.

4.

Change paragraphs as you move to different parts of the paper and to different
supporting points within the middle paragraphs.

5.

Write without a great deal of hesitation, not worrying about perfect wording
or an occasional error. Your purpose is to get your ideas on paper so that
readers understand what you dislike about your topic.

Sample First Draft
Country Music
When I’m driving to work or to school, I always have the radio on listening to music.
I’ll change stations regularly, looking for a song that I want to hear. I like different
kinds of music, including jazz, hip-hop, alternative, classic rock, and even the oldies,
so there’s always something on that I like. However, when I tune in to a country
station, I keep moving the dial because I know that I’m not going to like the song very
much. The truth is, I don’t listen to country music at all because I just don’t care for
it.
To me, music is an emotional experience, and some music moves me and some
doesn’t. Country music doesn’t move me at all. It is more difficult to explain exactly
why, like trying to explain why I like chocolate ice cream better than strawberry.
There is just nothing in the sound of country music that excites or moves me in any
way.
First, I think most of the country lyrics that I’ve heard are corny. Like the Garth

126
Brooks’ song “I’ve got friends in low places,” to me those are corny lyrics that you’d
only hear in a country song. It doesn’t sound real, and no one I know says things like
that. I don’t feel any connection with country song lyrics, and maybe you have to be a
certain kind of country person to relate. I don’t relate.
Most country songs sound the same, and I don’t care for the sound. You always
have that twangy guitar sound and a melody that sounds old-fashioned and boring. I
never hear an interesting beat or a really cool guitar riff, nothing to make me move my
feet or feel the song in my body. I know some country music singers today are trying
to make an edgier, rock-sounding song, but then they’re just doing a weak imitation of
rock, and who wants to hear that when you can hear the real thing? The only time
country gets a little interesting is when it gets away from its twangy roots, but then it
isn’t really country and is trying to be something that it isn’t.
To me the whole country music scene seems a little phony. Here are all these guys
and girls in cowboy hats and Wrangler jeans and cowboy boots, and probably none of
them even know the front of a horse from the back. The audience is filled with good
old boy red necks, and these aren’t people I’d care to be around. I don’t relate to
people that like country music, and maybe that’s one reason I don’t like the music. To
me, they are the America, love it or leave it, flag-waving Republicans that help send
our country in the wrong direction. What that’s got to do with country music I’m not
sure, but it’s a part of the mix of my dislike for the music.
I think you could cut country music out of the American music scene and
everything would be just fine. I know I wouldn’t miss it for a minute. I do want to
make an exception, though. I went to see the Johnny Cash life story movie with
Joaquin Phoenix, because I’m a big Joaquin Phoenix fan, and I liked one Johnny Cash
song about killing a guy and going to prison and ruining his life. That song got to me,
both the way it sounded and what it said. So I’ll make that one exception, but that’s it.
And since Johnny Cash isn’t going to be writing or singing any new songs, I’ll keep
tuning out the country stations.

Revisions Guidelines
Now that you have written your first draft, set it aside for a few hours or a day and
then begin the revision process. As you read over your draft, make changes following
these guidelines.
1.

Reread your draft to evaluate how well readers will understand your negative
feelings about the topic. Revise your draft in ways that help readers understand
why you feel as you do.

2.

Check your opening paragraph to make sure you have clearly introduced your
topic, created some interest for readers, and included your thesis statement.
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What might you add or change to improve your opening?
3.

Check your middle paragraphs to make sure that each paragraph supports your
thesis sentence in some manner, and that each begins with a topic sentence
expressing the main idea of the paragraph. What might you add - a new
example, some added explanation, a particular detail, a new supporting point to make your draft more interesting, informative, or complete?

4.

Check your concluding paragraph to make sure that it provides readers with a
sense of completion, relates to your thesis statement, and adds something new
to your paper.

5.

Check your use of transitional wording to tie sentences and paragraphs
together. Add any transitions (e.g. first, second, also, in addition, finally,
therefore, however, etc.) that will help readers understand your ideas and how
they are connected.

6.

Check your paragraphing to make sure you have begun a new paragraph when
you move to something new in your paper: a different part, a different reason,
a new example, a different time, place, or event. Divide overly long
paragraphs, and combine very short paragraphs containing related material.

7.

Check your organization, the order in which you present your supporting
points in the middle paragraphs. Would any point or points be more
effectively presented in a different location? Is there any sentence or
sentences that would fit better within a different paragraph or in a different
location in the same paragraph?

8.

Check the wording of each sentence, and eliminate unnecessary words,
replace questionable word choices, and reword awkward or vague sentences
to make each sentence as smooth, clear, and concise as you can.
Write the second draft of your paper, including all of the changes you have made
to improve its wording, content, organization, and paragraphing.

Sample Revised Draft
Country Music
When I’m driving to work or to school, I always have the radio on I’m always
listening to music on the radio. I’ll change stations regularly, looking for a song that I
want to hear. I like different kinds of music, including jazz, hip-hop, alternative,
classic rock, and even the oldies, so there’s always something on that I like. However,
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when I tune in to a country station, I keep moving the dial because I know that I’m not
going to like the song very much. The truth is, In fact, I don’t listen to country music
at all because I just don’t care for it.
To For me, music is an emotional experience, and some music moves me and
some doesn’t. Country music doesn’t move me at all. It is more difficult to explain
exactly why, like trying to explain why I like chocolate ice cream better than
strawberry. There is just nothing in the sound of country music that excites or moves
me in any way.
First, I think most of the country lyrics are sound a bit corny. Like For example,
the Garth Brooks’ song lyrics “I’ve got friends in low places” to me those are the
corny kind of lyrics that you’d only hear in a country song. It doesn’t They don’t
sound real, and no one I know says things talks like that. I don’t feel any
connection with country song lyrics, and maybe you have to be a certain kind of only
country person music lovers can relate. I don’t relate.
Most country songs sound the same to me, and I don’t care for the sound. You
There is always have that twangy guitar sound and an old-fashion sounding melody.
that sounds old-fashioned and boring. I never hear an interesting beat or a really cool
guitar riff, nothing to make me move my feet move or feel the song in my body. I
know Some country music singers today are trying to make an edgier, rock-like
sound sounding song, but then they’re just doing a weak imitation of rock, and who
wants to hear that when you can hear the real thing? The only time country gets a
little interesting is when it gets away from its twangy roots, but then it isn’t really
country, just and trying to be something that it isn’t.
To me the whole country music scene seems a little phony. Here are All these guys
and girls are dressed in cowboy hats, and Wrangler jeans and cowboy boots, and
probably none of them even knows the front of a horse from the back. The audience is
also filled with a lot of good-old boy red necks, and these aren’t people I’d care to be
around whose company I seek. I don’t really relate to people that like country music,
and maybe perhaps that’s one reason I don’t like the music. To me, they are the
America, love it or leave it, flag-waving Republicans that help send our country in the
wrong direction. What that’s got to do with country music I’m not sure, but it’s a part
of the mix of my dislike for the music.
I think you could cut If country music out of the was removed from the American
music scene, and everything would be just fine with me. I know I wouldn’t miss it for
a minute. I do want to make an exception, though. A while back I went to see the
Johnny Cash life story movie with Joaquin Phoenix, because I’m a big Joaquin
Phoenix fan, and I liked one Johnny Cash song about killing a guy, and going to
prison, and ruining his life. That song got to me, both the way it sounded and what it
said. the sound and the message. So I’ll make that one exception, but that’s it. And
since Johnny Cash isn’t going to be writing or singing any new songs, I’ll keep tuning
out the country stations.

Editing Guidelines
Now that you have improved the content, wording, and organization of your paper,
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the final step is to proofread your paper for errors to produce an error-free final draft.
Proofread your draft by applying the following guidelines, and pay particular
attention to the types of errors you are most prone to make. Then write the final
corrected draft of your paper to share with classmates.
1.

Check your sentences to make sure you haven’t run any together or put a
comma between sentences instead of a period. Correct run-on sentences or
comma splices by separating longer sentence with periods and combining
shorter, related sentences with a joining word.

2.

Check your draft for any sentence fragments: incomplete sentences with a period
after them. To correct fragments, attach them to the complete sentence they
belong with, or add words to make them complete.

3.

Check your use of irregular verbs, making sure you have used the correct
irregular forms and spelled them correctly.

4.

Check your comma usage, making sure you have inserted commas into your
sentences following the rules in this unit.

5.

Check the spelling of any word you are uncertain of, or run the spell check on
your word processing program, to eliminate any spelling errors.

6.

Check your verbs in each sentence to make sure that they agree with their
subjects.

Readings
Helping the Homeless
by Malcolm Feeley
I help the homeless. I give money to non-profit organizations that help street people.
I volunteer at shelters and soup kitchens. I pass out cards to homeless people that list
local shelters. I donate food, clothing, and toys for homeless children. On occasion I
take a homeless person to an AA meeting or a drug rehab center.
I don’t help the homeless out of any noble or altruistic sentiment. I don’t help them
out of guilt. I help the homeless for one reason: they are my brothers and sisters.
And yours.
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I was homeless for over five years. I am an alcoholic, and I lost my job and family
when drinking took over my life. I lost interest in everything but my next bottle, and
before long I was on the streets living from drink to drink. Unless you are an
alcoholic, it is hard to understand how a person could lose everything just to pursue
the pathetic goal of staying drunk. I hit rock bottom on the streets and stayed there
for five years.
Life on the streets is tough for everyone. I slept on sidewalks, under bridges, in
parks, in abandoned cars, and in shelters. I panhandled for money to buy booze and
rummaged through dumpsters and garbage cans behind restaurants for food and
recycled cans and bottles. I was beaten up by thugs or someone who wanted my
bottle more than me, and I was arrested several times for loitering. I was often sick
and in and out of free medical clinics. Cold and hunger were constant companions
along with uncontrollable tremors when I went too long between drinks. I figured I’d
be dead in a few years.
I made a few friends on the streets, and we hung out together, sleeping in a park
until we’d get kicked out, then moving under a bridge, and then back to another park.
We shared bottles and food when someone didn’t have anything, and we watched each
other’s back. We also shared our pasts - other lives once lived and how we got where
we were. You can’t judge a person by their life circumstance, and I met some good
people on the streets: decent, honest, and yes, hardworking. I also met some bad
people, as there are in all walks of life, who preyed upon their homeless brothers and
sisters.
Who are the homeless people? Many are drug addicts or alcoholics like me who
didn’t get or seek out treatment for their disease as their lives spiraled downward.
Other homeless, through no fault of their own, have lost their jobs and can’t pay rent.
Many are war veterans who returned with emotional or physical problems that
prevented them from holding jobs or fitting back into society. Many abandoned or
abused women end up on the streets, sometimes with children in tow. They often turn
to prostitution to survive and drugs to escape.
People you see muttering to themselves or sitting lifelessly on a sidewalk often
suffer from mental illness such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or depression that
goes untreated year after year. Younger people who run away from home or who
believe living on the streets is an adventure are among the transient homeless who
come, eventually leave, and are replaced by an endless flood of alienated youth. Many
people who have lost their jobs eventually find other work and vanish from the
streets. The older homeless are a more entrenched group, often living out their lives
on the street.
People seldom see the homeless as individuals, and they are generally viewed as
the dregs of society, unworthy of human contact. These filthy, bedraggled human
flotsam and jetsam have committed the cardinal sin of our society: financial failure.
Become a street person for one day, sitting on a sidewalk, and you will see in the
faces of passersbys what every homeless person sees: disgust, scorn, hatred, curiosity
reserved for freaks. Of course, there are always the exceptions who treat you like a
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human being, but most of society would rather cross the street to avoid the slightest
contact. And homeless people, who already blame themselves for their plight, often
perceive themselves as they are perceived by society, adding to the guilt and selfloathing many already carry.
I was one of the lucky ones. I was staying in a shelter during one bitterly cold
winter week and began talking with a volunteer. He was an alcoholic who had been
sober for five years. He invited me to an AA meeting and said he’d come by the next
day to pick me up. I’d been invited before, but I’d never wanted to give up the only
thing I lived for. This time, however, I felt particularly vulnerable, maybe because I
was feeling ill or because of the frigid cold or the fatigue in my bones from five years
on the street. When he came to pick me up the next day, I didn’t run.
After five years of drunkenness, getting sober wasn’t easy and I fell off the wagon
more than once. However, the volunteer named Jim never gave up on me, so I was
accountable to someone who cared about me. I had a dream that kept me going - to
someday be reunited with my family - and although it was an improbable dream, it
was something to hold onto. Jim finally got me into a half-way house that had the
structure I needed and a part-time job with a soft drink distributing company.
Eventually as I got physically and mentally stronger, I was able to work full-time and
move into my own apartment. They speak of the lure of the streets calling the
homeless back to their carefree, independent life, but I never heard it. That was the
last place I wanted to go, and there is nothing carefree about living on the streets.
Jim helped me find out where my family was living, but their lives, naturally, had
moved forward. My wife had remarried and my two teenage children were in a stable
family situation with a good step-father. My ex-wife had no interest in seeing me
again, and I didn’t blame her. However, she let me meet with my kids in a restaurant
while she and their step-dad waited next door. Just to see my kids brought a flood of
emotion I couldn’t restrain. I couldn’t begin to tell them how sorry I was for
everything I had done. I hugged both of them when I left, and it was the best feeling I
had had in years. Just to be a small part of their lives is my dream come true.
I don’t remember the moment when I decided to start helping the homeless, but I
know they had never left my mind from the time I left the streets. They were the
only family I knew for over five years, and I couldn’t abandon them. So I do what I
can do, never enough and with no delusion that I am making a big difference. But if I
can help get one person off the streets from time to time, or make life a little more
tolerable for others who may always be homeless, the gift I receive is greater than the
one I give.
There are thousands of people like myself who help the homeless, but there are
never enough. The homeless need our help, and there are things that we can all do.
The next time you pass by a homeless person, look him or her in the eye, smile, and
say, “How are you doing today?” In other words, acknowledge their humanity. I know
how much that can mean.
Questions for Discussion
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1.

What is the thesis of the essay? How is the thesis developed as the essay
unfolds?

2.

What is the purpose of the paragraphs in which the author relates his own
experiences on the street?

3.

What impact does the author having been homeless himself have on the reader?

4.

What did you learn from the essay about homeless people that you didn’t know,
and how may it affect your attitude towards them?

Five Women Buried Alive -- and the Media Ignore It
by Riane Eisler
Last month, the U.S. media were full of stories about the resignation of Pervez
Musharraf as president of Pakistan. But another event that same week in Pakistan -that tribesmen buried five young women alive for wanting to choose their own
husbands -- got almost no coverage.
According to the Asian Human Rights Commission, the women's "crime" was that
they defied tribal elders and arranged marriages to men of their own choosing in a
civil court. They were abductedat gunpoint by some men and dragged off to a remote
field, where they were beaten, shot, thrown into a ditch, and then, while still
breathing, smothered to death with rocks and mud.
Yet not even when a member of the Pakistani parliament, Israr Ullah Zehri,
defended these barbaric killings as "century-old traditions" - when he said that killing
women who defy male control by wanting to chose their own husbands is necessary to
"stop obscenity" - was there international outrage.
Why is this? And why is there no international outrage about the fact that violence
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against women and female children is indeed a "century-old tradition?"
•

Every day, so-called "honor killings" of girls and women - often by members of
their own families, and even when they are victims of rape - are unpunished, and
even lauded, in Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and other Middle Eastern nations.

•

In Africa and parts of Southeast Asia and the Middle East, each year an
estimated 2 million girls are genitally mutilated - another "moral" tradition that
not only kills but exacts a terrible lifelong toll of disease and sexual dysfunction
from those who survive.

•

In China and India, millions of baby girls have been killed or abandoned.
Indeed, female infanticide and medical neglect of girls can be so severe that,
according to a U.N. Human Development Report, girls ages 2 to 4 die at
nearly twice the rate of boys in India's Punjab state.

•

According to a World Health Organization report, 20 percent of women have
suffered sexual abuse as children.

•

According to another U.N. report, thousands of girls are enslaved - often offered
for sale by members of their own families - in the global sex industry.

•

Even in these United States, more women are killed by their husbands or
boyfriends than by automobile accidents.

Neither reporters nor pundits find all this violence against girls and women worthy
of attention despite the U.S. media's seeming obsession with mayhem and murder. Nor
have the world's religious leaders seen fit to speak out against this violence despite the
fact that they often say they are against violence. It's time that we change the
shameful fact that when it comes to barbarity against members of the female half of
humanity, the silence of not only the press but also of political, religious and other
leaders is almost deafening.
Women's organizations nationally and internationally have for years struggled to
change this, and gradually human rights organizations have paid more attention to the
pandemic of violence against women. But men - and particularly men who identify
themselves as moral leaders - must also raise their voices. They too must voice their
outrage about their "brothers" all over the world who are brutalizing women with
impunity.
I co-founded “Spiritual Alliance to Stop Intimate Violence” with Nobel Peace Prize
laureate Betty Williams to engage leaders from the world's religions to at long last use
their moral authority to end traditions of violence against women and children. We did
this not only for the sake of the millions of girls and women who are beaten, burned,
mutilated or killed each year, but for the sake of all of us. Because as long as brutality
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against women and children is ignored or dismissed as "just" a women's or children's
issue, talk of a more just and caring world will only be just talk. For millions of
women across the world, there is no justice.
It is time that morality no longer be used to mask brutality and violence. It is time
that women and men worldwide, including the women and men of the mass media,
express outrage against the immorality of using tradition to justify mayhem and
murder. If enough of us make this a top issue in our churches, synagogues and
mosques, our religious authorities will eventually follow. If enough of us write letters
to the editor, blog and otherwise break the silence about traditions of violence against
women and children, the media - and eventually also politicians and others who make
and enforce social policy - will follow worldwide.
Questions for Discussion
1.

What is the author’s purpose in beginning with the shocking incident presented
in the first three paragraphs? What was your reaction to the incident?

2.

Assuming as the author states that atrocities against young girls and women often
go unreported, why do you think this occurs? How can the situation change?

3.

What is the author’s purpose in writing the essay? What is her primary interest?

4.

Discuss abusive incidents against girls or women that you are aware of. What are
the causes, and what can we all do to end such violence?

Unit 4
Beliefs and Values

One of the higher purposes to which writers apply their skills is to share their beliefs
and values with readers. Through their writings, we discover what issues they feel
are important, what they believe in, and what values guide those beliefs.
For example, if a writer values the health of children, she may be concerned about
the issue of obesity in children. She may feel it is important that they eat nutritious
foods and avoid less healthy, fattening foods. To that end, she may write an essay
expressing the belief that eating at fast food restaurants is not good for children, and
that the best way for them to get nutritious meals is through home cooking. What she
values - the welfare of children - guides her concern for their eating habits.
In this unit, you will write about an issue of importance to you based on your
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personal beliefs and values. You will decide what issue to write about and what you
believe about the issue. In addition, you will decide who your reading audience will be
and your purpose in writing to them.
The purpose of this assignment is to expose you to a different type of writing. In
the first three units, you wrote about your life - memorable experiences, influential
people, and particular interests - with the primary purpose of informing your
audience and engaging their interest. In this unit, rather than writing about yourself,
you write about an issue that may affect you as well as others, and you move beyond
informing your reading audience to influencing how they think and feel about
something important.
People often have different beliefs, or viewpoints, on a particular issue. Lightening
rod issues such as abortion, gun control, capital punishment, or gay marriage polarize
people who hold clashing viewpoints. Because people’s viewpoints differ on many
issues, writing about such issues is always challenging. Getting readers to change
their minds or to take action is never easy, particularly if their own values are
challenged by the writer’s viewpoint on an issue. However, that doesn’t mean it is
impossible, and some of our greatest social changes were influenced by the
persuasive writings of passionate Americans: the abolition of slavery, the abolition of
child labor, the right of women to vote, and the right of all children to an education.

Prewriting
In preparing to write the first draft of your issue-oriented paper, you will first spend
some time deciding on a writing topic, using the brainstorming technique to generate
potential topics. Next, you will decide how you feel about the issue, and express
that viewpoint in a thesis statement that you will support in your paper. Finally, you
will make a list of some of the reasons that you believe as you do, and also consider
why some people may feel differently.

Topic Selection
For your upcoming paper, you will choose an issue that you feel is important and that
people may have differing opinions on. In deciding upon a topic, consider the
following:
1. What is a particular issue that interests you and that also may interest other
people?
2. What is a particular issue that you know something about and have an opinion
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3.

4.

on?
What is a particular issue that people have different opinions on? For this
paper, you are selecting a topic that everyone doesn’t feel the same way
about.
You may write about an issue from any field - sports, education, politics,
fashion, technology, music, health, family, etc. - that people have differing
opinions on.

Brainstorming
Needless to say, there are many issues in different fields that could be subjects for
your paper. One way to consider a number of possible writing topics is to brainstorm
on the topics: writing down any issue that comes to mind without evaluating it. When
you brainstorm, you try to get as many ideas on paper as possible.
The purpose of this brainstorming session is to generate and consider different
topic choices with the goal of deciding upon the best topic for your paper. The
freewheeling nature of brainstorming helps you come up with ideas you may not
have thought of otherwise, perhaps leading to a topic you hadn’t considered.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 4.1
Brainstorm as many issues as you can think of within different fields. Write down
any issue that comes to mind without evaluating it.
Sample Brainstorming:
Cost of textbooks
Revitalizing our downtown - worth it?
Parking on campus
Reality TV
Dark parts of campus at night
All the testing in elementary grades
Attendance at campus functions
Gangs and violence
Outsourcing American jobs
Dress codes for high schools?
Athletes getting arrested
Shootings at schools
Playoff for college football?
The way young girls dress
Violent rap songs
Juveniles tried as adults?
Free song downloading
Public vs. private schools
Woman president for U.S.?
Torn up streets in town
Should campus security carry guns?
Illegal alien problems
___________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 4.2
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From your brainstormed list and other topics you may be considering, choose an issue
for your upcoming paper, keeping in mind the four suggestions for topic selection.
Since this is not a “research” paper, make sure to select a topic that you know enough
about to write knowledgeably.
_____________________________________________________________________

Thesis Statement
As you recall from the previous unit, your thesis statement expresses the viewpoint
on your topic that you want to develop and support in the paper. The thesis statement
accomplishes a number of purposes: letting readers know what your paper is about,
providing direction for you as the writer, giving your paper a focus that influences
everything you write, and sharing with readers what you believe in and value.
For the thesis statement for your upcoming paper, consider how you feel about the
topic. For example, if your issue were the parking situation on campus, you may
believe any of the following: that there is adequate on-campus parking for students;
that there is not adequate parking for students unless they get to school early to find
it; that there is only a parking issue because students who live near the campus are too
lazy to walk or ride a bike; or that the parking issue is so serious that students are
opting to go to other local schools as a result.
As another example, let’s say you are writing about a proposed downtown lake that
is being considered by the city council as a way to attract people and revitalize the
area. You may be in favor of the project, you may be opposed to the project, or you
may feel that while building a lake doesn’t sound feasible, a different kind of
downtown water feature might accomplish the same purpose. The most important
consideration is that you decide on a thesis statement that most accurately expresses
your belief on the issue, one that you can enthusiastically and convincingly support in
a paper.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 4.3
Decide on a thesis statement for your upcoming paper. Generate a statement that
clearly expresses your viewpoint on the topic and that you can support and develop in
a paper.
Sample thesis statements
Topic:
Thesis:

Creating a lake in the downtown area
Creating a lake downtown would be a big step towards revitalizing
the area.
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Topic:
Thesis:

Serving beer at the on-campus pizza restaurant
Serving beer on campus would not be in the interest of students or
faculty.

Topic:
Thesis:

Campus police carrying handguns
In today’s world, campus police should be armed with handguns.

Topic:
Proposed new gambling casino
Thesis:
The last thing this county needs is another gambling casino.
_____________________________________________________________________

Thesis Support
Some writers initially believe that if they have a good thesis, the paper will take care
of itself. Unfortunately, that is not the case. Some readers may disagree with your
thesis and have an opposing viewpoint. Others may be disinterested in your topic and
your thesis. Still others may take a “wait and see” attitude, deciding how they feel
about your viewpoint after reading your paper and learning more about the topic.
How well a writer supports her thesis determines the effectiveness of a paper and
its impact on readers. A good assumption to make is that every reader will need to be
convinced that the writer’s viewpoint is valid and sensible. Before beginning a draft, a
writer should have the mind-set, “My readers don’t agree with me yet. How can I
write this paper so that they will agree with me by the end?”

Thesis Support Guidelines
You can support your thesis in a variety of ways.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

By explaining the issue clearly so readers understand it.
By providing and developing strong reasons in support of your opinion.
By anticipating readers’ arguments and addressing them in your paper.
By showing readers how they could be affected by the issue.
By providing possible “scenarios” of what could happen if your viewpoint is
heeded and if it is not.
By using comparisons that support your thesis. (For example, if you support
a downtown lake, you may show the success of similar projects elsewhere.)

Considering these six points, let’s say that the issue for your paper is the proposed
tuition increase at your college, and your viewpoint expressed in the thesis statement
is that you are strongly against the increase. First, you might explain exactly how
much the increase is, calculate the new, increased cost for a semester, a year, and even
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four years, and then calculate the increase between the current and new tuition rates
for those periods of time. Readers, the trustees for the school that set policy, would
know that you understand the specifics of the tuition increase and the exact financial
effect it would have on students.
Next, you might develop a few supportive points for your thesis, each in a separate
paragraph. Your points might include how many students can’t afford a tuition
increase, how students are still reeling from the last increase two years ago, how the
school will actually lose money by declining enrollment, how the increase isn’t
justified by the school’s needs, and how other similar colleges are holding the line on
tuition. You might also bring in a value that you as well as trustees may hold - that
college should be affordable to all Americans - and show how the tuition increase can
kill the American dream for many people.
Finally, you might acknowledge that the school does have increased costs but that
raising tuition is the worst way to try and cover them, and then provide alternative
solutions. In addition, you might raise another point that you believe could move
school trustees: that it is the job of every elected trustee to keep the college doors
open for every person who elected them. In this paper, then, you would have helped
readers understand the tuition issue clearly, presented and developed a number of
points in support of your viewpoint, acknowledged and addressed the concern that led
to the proposed increase, and involved the readers (trustees) by showing that they
have an obligation that runs counter to the tuition increase.

Making a List
Making a list of supporting points for your thesis helps you consider why you believe
the way you do, determine whether you have some good supportive reasons, see
where the strengths of your upcoming paper may lie, and develop some material for
your paper. You might even find that you can’t think of many supporting ideas, and
that you may be better off writing about something else.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 4.4
Make a list of supporting points for your thesis statement which you may develop in
your first draft. List any point that you feel may be relevant.
Sample list
Topic:
Thesis:

Illegal Immigration
America has benefitted greatly from the economic contribution that illegal
immigrants have made and continue to make.

List of points:

My grandparents’ story
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U.S. agricultural success built on back of illegal immigrants
Contribute to the economy as consumers
Form the backbone of many rural American towns
Commit few crimes compared to Americans
Successors of earlier immigrants become mainstream Americans
_____________________________________________________________________

Opposing Arguments
Recognizing and addressing opposing arguments is an effective way to support your
thesis. If you can make readers question their own viewpoint by poking holes in their
supportive arguments, they may be more receptive to your viewpoint.
For example, let’s say you support the creation of a downtown lake to attract
people and help revitalize the area. However, you are also aware of the opposition’s
arguments: that a lake project is too expensive and taxpayers will foot the bill, and
that since no other plans have worked to revitalize the downtown, a lake probably
won’t help either. If you raise those arguments in your paper and then reveal their
flaws to readers, you may win some people over who had based their opinion on those
arguments.
_____________________________________________________________________
Prewriting Activity 4.5
Come up with two or three arguments in opposition to your thesis and consider how
you might counter them in your draft.
Sample arguments
Topic: Illegal Immigration
Thesis: America has benefitted greatly from the economic contribution that illegal
immigrants have made and continue to make.
Opposing arguments:
1.
2.
3.

Illegals take jobs from Americans.
Illegals are an economic drain on the country.
Illegals have a high crime rate.

Counters:
1.
2.

Illegal aliens have always done the jobs that Americans won’t do.
Illegal aliens contribute much more to the economy than they cost the country in
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services.
3. Illegal aliens have a low crime rate compared to their American counterparts.
___________________________________________________________________

First Drafts
As mentioned previously, writing about issues is different in some ways from the
writing you have done in earlier units. Rather than writing primarily to inform, as
you did in previous papers, you are now not only writing to engage your readers’
interest but also to influence their beliefs and behavior. The writing challenge has
clearly been stepped up, and the writing considerations have become more complex,
an important step in continuing to develop your writing skills.

Audience and Purpose
Two primary concerns with issue-oriented writing are your reading audience and
your purpose: whom you are writing for and why. For example, if you support the
creation of a downtown lake in your city, you may have at least four different
audiences that you may want to reach at some point: the city council members who
will decide the fate of the lake project, the residents who are opposed to the lake, the
residents who are indifferent or uninformed, and the residents who like yourself favor
the idea. All four audiences may have an impact on whether the lake is ever built, and
you might target each group for your writing.
Your purpose for writing, however, and what you write to each audience may

142
differ depending on their attitude towards the project. For example, your purpose in
writing to the council members would be to support those who favor the project and to
change the minds of those who don’t. Your purpose in writing to residents in
opposition would be to change them into supporters or at least neutralize their
influence with the council. Your purpose in writing to neutral citizens would be to
inform them on the issue and get them to support the project. Your purpose in writing
to residents who favor the project would be to get them to support it actively and
influence the council directly.

Reading Audience
When you consider your reading audience for your upcoming paper, ask yourself the
following:
1.
2.
3.

What people would be most interested in the issue?
What people might have an impact on the outcome of the issue?
What people would support your viewpoint, who would probably oppose it,
and who would probably be neutral or indifferent?
_____________________________________________________________________

Drafting Activity 4.6
Considering the preceding four questions, decide on the primary reading audience for
your paper: the people that you feel should definitely read your paper. It may be your
classmates, a particular group of classmates, college students in general, the school
board, the college president, instructors at the school, all adults residing in the area, a
certain state legislator, all music lovers, men in particular, women in particular,
wild animal lovers, and so on.
Sample audience
Primary audience for paper on illegal immigrants:
The general public, whose viewpoint will help determine the direction the country
takes with immigration “reform”
____________________________________________________________________

Writing Purpose
Going hand in hand with your reading audience is your writing purpose: what you
hope to accomplish by writing to this audience. Once you determine your purpose,
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you can consider the best ways to accomplish that purpose, which will influence both
the content and the tone of the paper. Your tone is the attitude that you convey
through your writing, whether it be angry, courteous, sarcastic, humorous,
enthusiastic, negative, attacking, concerned, and so on. The tone that you set in your
paper, which may change in places depending on your purpose, may have as much of
an impact on readers as what you have to say.
Let’s say that you strongly oppose the new earlier class drop date the college is
considering implementing next semester. Previously, the college allowed students to
drop after the eighth week in the semester without penalty. The new proposal is for a
five week drop date, with drops beyond that date resulting in an “F” for the student.
In writing about this issue, you decide your best audience would be the instructors
since they understand the impact of drop dates on students, and many may be
sympathetic to the students on this issue.
Your writing purpose is clear: to get instructors to oppose the proposed drop date
and voice their opposition to the board and administration. You are angry about the
proposed change, but your anger isn’t directed at the instructors, so your writing may
carry a friendly, “conspiratorial” tone implying that on this issue, it is “us” (students
and instructors) against “them” (trustees and administrators). When you want people
on your side, you don’t want to alienate them by using an angry or condescending
tone.
On the other hand, if you were writing directly to the school board, your purpose
and approach would be different. First, these are people who are not affected by the
drop date like students are. Second, they may not agree with you that there is a
problem, so you would need to educate and convince them. Third, while you were
getting instructors to rally behind your cause, your purpose with the board is to get
them to reconsider a policy they may have had a hand in developing. You probably
want to maintain a courteous tone in your letter but at the same time show the great
concern that students have with the proposal.
To decide on your writing purpose for the upcoming paper, consider the following:
1. What do you hope to accomplish by writing to this audience?
2. What is the most that you can realistically expect to achieve?
3. What is the best tone for the paper in order to accomplish your purpose?
4. How do you think you can best accomplish your purpose through your writing?
_____________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 4.7
Decide on your writing purpose for your upcoming paper and the best tone for
accomplishing that purpose.
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Sample writing purpose
Topic:

Illegal Immigration

Purpose:

To get readers to see illegal immigrants in a positive light.

Tone:
Serious, committed
_____________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 4.8
Read the following first draft and with a classmate and analyze it by answering the
following questions.
1.

What is accomplished in the opening paragraph? What is the thesis
statement?

2.

What is the purpose of the author relating the story of his grandfather? What is
he trying to accomplish?

3.

What are the main supporting points for the thesis, and how are they developed?

4.

What are the opposing arguments that are raise and how are they countered in the
draft?

5.

What is accomplished in the final two paragraphs? What is the writer’s
primary purpose in communicating with his reading audience?

6.

What is the tone of the paper - the attitude the writer displays - and how
appropriate is it?

Sample First Draft (reading audience - general public)
Illegal Immigration
When I read about immigration “reform” recommendations like sending all illegal
Mexican immigrants back to Mexico or not allowing children of illegal immigrants to
attend public school or receive medical care, I think of my grandfather. He is one of
these illegal immigrants that some people claim are ruining America: taking our jobs,
living off our benefits, and committing crimes. In fact, America has benefitted greatly
from the economic contribution that illegal immigrants have made and continue to
make.
My abuelo came to America as a young man from the Mexican state of Jalisco. He
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came from a large, poor family and like millions of Mexicans, came to America for a
better life. Later, he was joined by a brother and two sisters, but to his deep regret, he
never saw his parents again although he sent them money for as long as they lived.
Had my abuelo had the option of entering the U.S. legally, he certainly would have
done so because crossing the border illegally was risky and dangerous. However, U.S.
quotas for Mexican immigrants didn’t begin to cover the number of Mexicans wishing
to immigrate, so my abuelo’s options were to scratch out a life of poverty in Mexico
or come to America illegally. It is not hard to understand why he, like so many
Mexicans, chose the latter.
Once in America, my abuelo found work on the West Coast as a migrant farm
laborer, moving at different times of year from the strawberry and garlic fields of
Salinas and Gilroy to the grape fields of the Central Valley to the apple orchards of
Washington. The work was back-breaking and the life was hard, but my abuelo
followed the crops for ten years. In a grape field near Selma one year he met a young
female worker who would become my abuela. They had three children, including my
father Gilbert, who traveled with them as my abuela cut back on her work to be with
the children.
My abuelo was a good worker and a smart man, and to his and his family’s good
fortune, he was given year-around work at a farm outside of Dinuba in the Central
Valley. He began by pruning vines and trees in the winter, fertilizing and thinning
crops in the spring, and picking grapes, peaches, and plums in the summer and early
fall. He went on to do irrigating, tractoring, and machine repair work, and within a
couple years he was helping to manage the farm and oversee the migrant workers. He
rented a house on the farm property with two bedrooms and an indoor bathroom,
luxurious lodgings to a family used to living in labor camps.
Living in one place, my dad, his sister and brother were enrolled at a Dinuba
elementary school, where they began getting an education for the first time. My
abuelo realized that education was the key to escaping a life of manual labor, and he
and my abuela made sure that their children were in school every day and did their
lessons. Given the opportunities my abuelos never had, the U.S. citizenship they
never received, the command of English they never gained, and none of the hardships
they endured, my father flourished in America, doing well in school, graduating from
college, and becoming a high school counselor. Thanks to my father and mother, who
works as an administrative assistant in the county schools’ office, I along with my
sister and brother grew up in a middle class environment with a nice house and a
beautiful life, all which we took for granted.
I am currently in college, my older brother is attending law school, and my sister
recently graduated with a degree in physical therapy. Our futures are very bright, and
we learned to work hard from our parents, who learned from their parents, who were
all illegal immigrants. Most young Mexican-American adults my age in the Valley
have similar family histories, with either their grandparents or great-grandparents
coming to the U.S. from Mexico illegally. They, like my abuelos, worked hard,
sacrificed greatly, lived poorly, took nothing from the government, and scrimped and
saved so that their children and their children’s children would have a better life.
They worked hard for low wages and helped build one of the vastest and most
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successful agricultural industries in the world, which today’s illegal immigrants
continue to do.
Recognizing the tremendous work ethic and willingness of Mexican immigrants to
work for lower wages, U.S. employers also hire today’s illegal immigrants in all
manners of labor including housing construction, gardening, house and hotel cleaning,
and a variety of mechanical work. And these immigrants will continue to follow a
pattern established long ago by people like my abuelos: get married, raise families,
send their children to school, and spawn future generations of solid, hard-working
U.S. citizens.
Every objective account I’ve read of illegal immigrants in the U.S. bear out these
facts: they contribute much more to the economy than they take from it in educational
and health services; they are not welfare recipients; they don’t take jobs from
Americans, doing the back-breaking work that Americans won’t do; they commit
significantly fewer crimes proportionately than American citizens do, doing nothing
that would cast a light on themselves and their status; they make food products and
housing cheaper for Americans by keeping agricultural and building overhead low;
and they make life easier for the middle class by mowing their lawns and cleaning
their houses. And like all American immigrants past, they beget future generations of
U.S. citizens who have continued to make this country greater since its existence.
Is there then an illegal immigrant “problem” in the U.S.? Certainly not in the way
that it is cast by right-wing politicians. First, of course, illegal immigration is a twoway street. Illegal immigrants have not only been welcome but are recruited by
employers throughout the U.S. who rely on their employment. If there were no jobs
available, there would be little immigration, but employers and the American public
profit greatly from the influx of illegal aliens. The first step, then, in any attempt at
“reform” would be to grant citizenship to all immigrants who have lived and worked
in this country for a given time, say at least five years. They have earned their
citizenship by the great good they have provided our country. I do not believe that a
realistic part of the “solution” is to punish employers who hire illegal aliens. First, too
many American industries rely on the hard work and low salaries that illegal aliens
provide. No flood of Americans is going to rush in to fill the void for the kinds of
work and wages that are available.
Will there come a time when the flow of illegal immigrants surpasses America’s
need for low-salaried employees? I can’t say, but one thing is certain: when the job
availability dries up, so will the flow of illegal immigrants. People emigrate for a
better life and for jobs that aren’t available in their country. If those jobs aren’t
available in America, the incentive for immigration drops dramatically. In the
meantime, current illegal aliens who are long-term U.S. residents should be granted
citizenship, and every illegal alien in the country should be treated with dignity and
respect. My abuelo and abuela certainly deserved that, and America is a better
country because of them and immigrants like them. So right-wing politicians should
quit scapegoating illegal aliens for the recessionary problems that they had no role in
creating and turn their attention to real problems like the deficit and the outsourcing of
American jobs. When it comes to the economy, illegal aliens have always been a part
of the solution, not the problem.
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_____________________________________________________________________
Drafting Activity 4.9
Write the first draft of your paper keeping the following guidelines in mind.

Drafting Guidelines
1. In your opening paragraph, introduce your topic, create reader interest, and
include your thesis statement at or near the end of the paragraph.
2. Develop the support for your thesis statement in your middle paragraphs,
including some or all of the points that you listed during prewriting. As a
general rule, develop each point in a separate paragraph, and begin each
middle paragraph with a topic sentence that expressesthe main idea of the
paragraph.
3. Towards the end of the middle paragraphs, introduce and counter one or two
opposing arguments to your viewpoint.
4. Conclude your paper in a manner that reinforces your thesis statement and
makes your purpose clear, whether it be to move readers to action, to keep
them from acting, or to reconsider their viewpoint on the topic.
5. Keep your reading audience and purpose in mind as you write, and try to
maintain the best tone to accomplish your purpose. Keep a single question
in mind: how can I best convince my readers to agree with my viewpoint?
6. While your prewriting preparation provided you with a number of ideas to
develop in your draft, don’t limit yourself to just those ideas as you write.
Often new ideas will come to mind, triggered by what you have written.
Keep your mind open to new thoughts during the drafting process, and
include anything that you feel could improve the paper.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Revision
A critical part of the writing process is revising your drafts. All writers share the
task, and it is an invaluable part of producing your best writing. Many writers feel
that revision is the most important part of the process, and the oft-heard phrase
“writing is revision” reflects that belief.
When writing your first draft, your main concern is getting your ideas on paper
without a lot of thought to your wording or organization, or the effect your writing
may have on readers. When you begin to revise, you shift your focus to evaluating
how well you have expressed your ideas and the impact your writing may have on
readers. Your focus has shifted from getting your ideas on paper to expressing those
ideas in the most effective way.
In this section, you revise your draft based on revision considerations from
previous units and new considerations that apply to your issue-oriented paper. You
learn the importance of substantiating claims: providing evidence to convince readers
of the value of your supporting points.

Substantiating Claims
When readers read and evaluate an issue-oriented paper, they seldom agree with
everything the writer says without question. They may have a different viewpoint on
the topic or little or no opinion, reading to decide whether they might embrace the
writer’s viewpoint. In either case, they may be reading with a degree of skepticism,
waiting to be convinced rather than accepting the writer’s thesis.
Let’s say, for example, that you are writing about the drop-date change at
your school that was mentioned previously in the unit. You are writing to the board
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of trustees for your college, and you have good reasons to believe that moving the
drop date forward is a bad idea. However, the board members may be a skeptical lot
since they are considering changing the drop date. They are going to take some
convincing.
One reason that you believe an earlier drop date is a bad idea is that it will result in
more students taking an “F” grade for dropping beyond the deadline. That is a claim
that you are making: a statement you believe to be true. Board members may not
agree with you, however. To convince them, you need to substantiate your claim
by providing some evidence that the date change will result in what you say.
To substantiate your claim, you may learn from the office of admissions that the
majority of students drop classes during the eighth and ninth week of a semester.
That would help convince trustees that a five-week drop date may be too early for
many students, resulting in the “F” grades you claim. You might also discover that
students at another college that instituted an earlier drop date experienced a dramatic
increase in “F” grades as a result, a further substantiation of your claim.
A second claim you may make is that a five-week drop date does not give students
enough time to evaluate their progress in a class. To substantiate your claim, you
might provide some evidence from your experience, citing different classes you have
taken where little or no testing occurred during the first five weeks. You might
provide further evidence by referring to the class syllabi of several teachers showing
little testing occurring during the first five weeks compared to subsequent weeks.
The claims that you make in support of your thesis statement are very important.
However, the substantiation of those claims - the evidence you provide to show
that your claims are credible - is equally important. Unsupported claims do little
to convince discerning readers, so it is important to recognize when you are making
a claim in your writing and how to substantiate it.

Guidelines for Substantiating Claims
The following guidelines will help you substantiate claims effectively in your papers.
1. Provide evidence to support any statement that you make in defense of your
thesis. The following are examples of such statements.
People are friendlier during the Christmas season that at any other time. (How do
you know? What evidence can you provide?)
If global warming continues, many coastal cities will be underwater within fifty
years. (What proof do you have? Who says so?)
The best way to prepare for a test is to study an hour a day for a week before the
test. (What evidence do you have? How do you know that?)
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The more experience you have revising your drafts, the easier it becomes. (How
do you know that? What evidence do you have?)
2. Provide evidence that you feel would be most effective to support your claims.
Claim:

Chocolate ice cream is by far the favorite of most Americans.

Evidence: Based on a survey of employees in ice cream parlors, on a survey of
college students, and on a survey of supermarket employees.
Claim:

Biology 101 is one of the most difficult science classes at the college.

Evidence : Based on personal experience, on the experience of other college
students, and on the high drop-out rate.
Claim:

Cherry tomatoes are very easy to grow.

Evidence: Based on personal experience, on the experience of neighbors, and on
the opinion of horticulture instructors.
Claim:

The Windmill Inn has excellent barbecued ribs.

Evidence: Based on personal experience, on the popularity of the menu item, on
the comments of friends, and on comparisons with other restaurants.
3. Use any types of available evidence that would help convince readers of
the validity of a claim: personal experience, the experience of others, examples,
surveys, expert opinion, credible statistics, or relevant comparisons.
_____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 4.10
Read the following paragraphs that support the thesis statements provided. With a
classmate, identify the claim in each paragraph, the types of evidence used to support
the claim, and the effectiveness of the evidence provided.
Topic:

Extinction of Dinosaurs

Thesis:

The extinction of the dinosaurs was caused by an asteroid crashing
into earth.

Scientists have discovered a high concentration of iridium, a metal rare to earth but
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common in asteroids, in the sedimentary layer of rock laid down during the last era of
the dinosaurs. In addition, a 150-kilometer crater was discovered near the Yucatan
Peninsula in Mexico, evidence of a huge falling mass that struck the earth. Such a
collision, scientists theorize, created a dust-filled atmosphere that blocked out
sunlight, dropped temperatures drastically, and killed off over 70% of all plant and
animal life, including the dinosaurs. Only such a cataclysmic event could destroy the
creatures that had dominated the earth for hundreds of millions of years.
Topic:

Cars for the future

Thesis:

The auto technology is available to end our dependence on oil.

While Toyota has taken a major step in producing gas-saving hybrid vehicles,
a bigger innovation is quietly taking place. A small company in North Carolina can
add a second plug-in battery to the Toyota Prius car battery system. You can drive
thirty-five miles on the newly installed battery before Prius’ battery/gasoline system
kicks in, and then plug it in overnight for another thirty-five miles. For most people,
a thirty-five mile range will cover most of the daily driving they do, which would
virtually eliminate gas usage. Car rental companies are lining up their fleets for
conversion, and the genie is out of the bottle. The future is near.
____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 4.11
The following paragraphs contain some unsubstantiated claims that the writer needs
to support to convince readers of their validity. With a classmate, identify the
unsubstantiated claims that readers might question and the kinds of evidence the
writer might use to substantiate them.
College Library
The school library is probably the most underused building at the college. Many
times I’ve been in the library during the day and only a handful of students were in
the huge building. At night it’s even worse, and it feels eery, almost like you’re in an
abandoned building. One night I counted a total of five students in the building.
One problem is that students don’t like studying in the library. In addition, the
library’s strict rules don’t help the situation. The location of the library is also a
problem. It is situated far from the center of campus where most classes are held. It
sits on the northern end of campus near the technical and industrial buildings, a
half-mile walk from most classrooms. The new student center near the middle of
campus is a comfortable place to sit and study or read a magazine, so most students
go there rather than trek a half mile across campus.
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Finally, with most students having Internet access, there is little need for the
library anymore. Perhaps technology is beginning to make traditional libraries
obsolete.
____________________________________________________________________
Revision Activity 4.12
Revise the first draft of your paper by applying the following guidelines.

Revision Guidelines
1. Reread your paper and reevaluate your thesis and support. On careful analysis,
have you taken a position on the issue that you feel is the most valid and
defensible? At this point, you are not obligated to retain your current thesis if on
reexamination and reflection, you are persuaded that a different or altered position
is more valid or makes more sense. If that is the case, revise your thesis and
support to reflect your change of mind.
2. Check your opening paragraph to make sure you have clearly introduced your
topic, created some interest for readers, and included your thesis statement. Is
there anything you can add or change to make your opening more effective?
3. Check your middle paragraphs to make sure that each paragraph relates to and
supports your thesis statement, that you have used topic sentences to express
the main idea of each paragraph, and that you have presented your supporting
points in the best order.
In addition, make sure that you have provided effective evidence to support
each claim you have made. Finally, make sure you have included one or two
opposing arguments near the end and countered them effectively.
4. Check your concluding paragraph to make sure that it provides readers with a
sense of completion, relates to your thesis statement, and adds something new
for readers.
5. Read each paragraph to see if there is anything you can add - an example, a
point in support of your thesis, a specific detail or description, an explanation,
new supportive evidence for a claim - to make the paper more interesting,
informative, or convincing.
6. Check your use of transitional wording to tie sentences and paragraphs
together. Add any transitions (e.g. first, second, also, in addition, finally,
therefore, however, etc.) that will help readers understand your ideas and how
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they are related.
7. Check your paragraphing to make sure you have begun a new paragraph when
you move to something new in your paper: a different part, a different reason,
a new example, a different claim, further evidence. Divide overly long
paragraphs, and combine very short paragraphs containing related material.
8. Check the wording of each sentence, and revise sentences to make them
clearer, smoother, and more concise by eliminating unnecessary words or
phrases, rewording awkward or unclear sentences, and replacing questionable
word choices.
9. Read your paper to make sure that your purpose is clear to readers and that you
did everything possible to accomplish that purpose, including establishing a
tone that is most appropriate for the paper.
Sample Revised Draft
Illegal Immigration
When I read about politicians’ immigration “reform” recommendations like sending
all illegal Mexican immigrants back to Mexico or not allowing their children of
illegal immigrants to attend public school or receive medical care, I think of my
grandfather. He is one of these illegal immigrants that some people claim are ruining
America: taking our jobs, living off our benefits, and committing crimes. In fact,
America has benefitted greatly from the economic contribution that illegal immigrants
have made and continue to make.
My abuelo came to America as a young man from the Mexican state of Jalisco. He
came from a large, poor family and like millions of Mexicans, came emigrated to
America for a better life. Later, he was joined by a brother and two sisters, but to his
deep regret, he never saw his parents again, one of the greatest sacrifices that
millions of immigrants have made. although he sent them money for as long as they
lived.
Had my abuelo had the option of entering the U.S. legally, he certainly would have
done so because crossing the border illegally was risky and dangerous. However, U.S.
quotas for Mexican immigrants didn’t begin to cover the number of Mexicans wishing
to emigrate, so my abuelo’s options were to scratch out a life of poverty in Mexico or
come to America illegally. It is not hard to understand why he, like so many
Mexicans, chose the latter.
Once in America, my abuelo found work on the West Coast as a migrant farm
laborer, moving at different times of year from the strawberry and garlic fields of
Salinas and Gilroy to the grape fields of the Central Valley to the apple orchards of
Washington. The work was back-breaking and the life was hard, but my abuelo
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followed the crops for ten years. In a grape field near Selma one year he met a young
female worker who would become my abuela. They had three children, including my
father Gilbert, who traveled with them and began helping in the fields at a young
age. as my abuela cut back on her work to be with the children.
My abuelo was a good worker and a smart man, and to his and his family’s good
fortune, he was given year-around work at a farm outside of Dinuba in the Central
Valley. He began by pruning vines and trees in the winter, tying vines, fertilizing,
and thinning crops in the spring, and picking grapes, peaches, and plums in the
summer and early fall. He went on learned to do irrigating, tractoring, and machine
repair work, and within a couple years he was helping to manage the farm and oversee
the migrant workers. He rented a house on the farm property with two bedrooms and
an indoor bathroom, luxurious lodgings to for a family used to living in labor camps.
Living in one place, my dad, his sister and brother were enrolled at a Dinuba
elementary school, where they began getting an a real education for the first time. My
abuelo realized knew that education was the key to escaping a life of manual labor,
and he and my abuela made sure that their children were went in to school every day
and did their lessons. Given the My father and his sister and brother had
opportunities my abuelos never had, the U.S. citizenship they never received, the
command of English they never gained, and none few of the hardships they endured.
My father flourished in America, doing well in school, graduating from college, and
becoming a high school counselor. Thanks to my father and mother, who works as an
administrative assistant in the county schools’ office, I along with my own sister and
brother grew up in a middle class environment family with a nice house and a
beautiful wonderful life, all of which, of course, we took for granted.
I am currently in college, my older brother is attending law school, and my sister
recently graduated with a degree in physical therapy. Our futures are very bright, and
we learned to work hard from our parents, who learned from their parents, who were
all illegal immigrants. Most young Mexican-Americans adults my age in the Valley
have similar family histories, with either their grandparents or great-grandparents
coming to the U.S. from Mexico illegally. They, like my abuelos, worked hard,
sacrificed greatly, lived poorly, took nothing from the government, and scrimped and
saved so that their children and their children’s children grandchildren would have a
better life. They worked hard for low wages and helped build one of the vastest and
most successful agricultural industry in the world, which today’s illegal immigrants
continue to do maintain.
Recognizing the tremendous work ethic and willingness of Mexican immigrants to
work for lower wages, U.S. employers also have branched out to hire today’s illegal
immigrants in all manners of labor types of jobs including housing construction,
gardening, house and hotel cleaning, garment manufacturing, and a variety of
mechanical work. And these immigrants will continue to follow a pattern established
long ago by people like do what my abuelos did: get married, raise families, send
their children to school, and spawn future generations of solid, hard-working U.S.
citizens.
Every objective account I’ve read of illegal immigrants in the U.S. bear out these
facts: they contribute much more to the economy than they take from it in educational
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and health services; they are not welfare recipients; they don’t take jobs from
Americans, doing the back-breaking work that Americans won’t do; they commit
significantly fewer crimes proportionately than to American citizens, do, doing
nothing that would to cast a light on themselves and their status; they make food
products and housing cheaper for Americans by keeping agricultural and building
construction overhead low, and they make life easier for the middle class millions of
Americans by mowing their lawns and cleaning their houses. And like all American
immigrants past, they beget future generations of U.S. citizens who have continued to
make this country greater since its existence. beginning. The term “illegal” in front
of “immigrant” does not devalue the contribution they make.
Is there, then, an illegal immigrant “problem” in the U.S.? Certainly not in the way
that it is cast characterized by right-wing politicians. First, of course, illegal
immigration is a two-way street. Illegal immigrants have not only been welcome but
are recruited by employers throughout the U.S. who rely on their employment. If
there were no jobs available, there would be little immigration, but both employers
and the American public profit greatly from the influx of illegal aliens. The first step,
then, in any attempt at “reform” would be to grant citizenship to all immigrants who
have lived and worked in this country for a given time, say at least five years. They
have earned their citizenship by the great good they have provided our country. I do
not believe that a realistic part of the “solution” is to punish employers who hire
illegal aliens. First, too many American industries rely on the hard work and low
salaries that of illegal aliens. provide. No flood of Americans is going to rush in to fill
the void for the kinds of work available and wages provided that are available.
Second, given the millions of employers nationwide who employ illegal aliens, not
to mention the private citizens, enforcement of such a “solution” would be
impossible.
Will there come a time when the flow of illegal immigrants surpasses America’s
need for low-salaried employees? I can’t say, but one thing is certain: when the job
availability dries up, so will the flow of illegal immigrants. People emigrate for a
better life and for jobs that aren’t available in their country. If those jobs aren’t
available in America, the incentive for immigration drops dramatically. In the
meantime, current illegal aliens who are long-term U.S. residents should be granted
citizenship, and every illegal alien in the country should be treated with dignity and
respect. My abuelo and abuela certainly deserved that, and America is a better
country because of them and immigrants like them. So right-wing politicians should
quit scapegoating illegal aliens for the recessionary problems that they had no role in
creating and turn their attention to real problems like the deficit and the outsourcing of
American jobs. When it comes to the economy, illegal aliens have always been a part
of the solution, not the problem.
____________________________________________________________________
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Editing
You are nearing completion of your issue-oriented paper, with little left but to clean
up any errors and make a last-minute revision or two as you proofread your draft. It is
important to apply the same thorough, meticulous approach you used to evaluate the
wording and content of your paper to proofreading your draft for errors. An error-free
final paper is certainly an attainable goal.
In this section, you review the punctuation and grammar elements covered in
previous units and are introduced to two new grammar elements: subject pronouns and
pronoun-antecedent agreement. Then you apply what you have learned to editing your
latest draft for errors.

Pronoun Usage
Pronouns are among the most frequently used parts of speech. We use them to replace
words rather than repeat the same words over and over in our writing. For example, if
pronouns didn’t exist, a sentence might read like this:
Jason brought Jason’s dog with Jason to the restaurant, and Jason ate breakfast while
Jason’s dog waited outside for Jason.
Of course, such a sentence sounds ridiculous because we are used to the repeated word
“Jason” being replaced by pronouns:
Jason brought his dog with him to the restaurant, and he ate breakfast while his dog
waited outside for him.
Most of the time, writers use pronouns correctly because the correct forms sound
right. However, when errors do occur, they usually involve subject pronouns or
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pronoun-antecedent agreement, where the pronoun must agree in gender and number
with the word it replaces. You will learn how to avoid such errors in this section.

Subject Pronouns
Subject pronouns are only a problem when the subject is compound: two or more
subjects joined by and or or. When there is only one subject, the correct subject
pronoun form sounds right: I like to study late at night. He likes to study in the
morning. They prefer studying together. We would never write, “Me likes to study
late at night,” or “Them prefer studying together.”
However, when the subject pronoun is compound, the incorrect form doesn’t sound
as bad to some writers. For example, while you would never write, “Me like to go to
outdoor concerts,” some writers might write, “Alicia, Munro, and me like to go to
outdoor concerts,” rather than “Alicia, Munro, and I like to go to outdoor concerts."
To use the correct subject pronoun forms with compound subjects, follow these rules
and suggestions.
1. A subject pronoun is a pronoun used as the subject of a sentence: I am tired of
this heat.
2. Always use the correct subject pronoun forms in your writing: I, he, she, it, you,
they, we.
3. Never use the following object pronouns as subject pronouns: me, him, her, them.
us.
4. When the subject of a sentence is compound - two or more subjects joined by
and or or - you use the same correct subject pronoun forms: I, he, she, it,
you, they, we.
5. To always use the correct pronoun with a compound subject, mentally cross out
the other subject(s) and decide which form sounds best by itself.
Examples:
Breanna, Jordan, and (we, us) went to the county fair on Sunday. (Would you
say “We went” or “Us went?” The correct pronoun - we - is obvious when you
separate it from the other subjects.)
Matt, Fletcher, Monroe, and (he, him) enjoy eating breakfast in the cafeteria.
(Would you say “He enjoys” or “Him enjoys?” The correct pronoun - he - is
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obvious when you separate it from the other subjects.)
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 4.13
Underline the correct subject pronoun form in each of the following sentences.
Example: Matt and (her, she) have been friends since childhood.
1. The Gomez brothers and (us, we) enjoy sitting in the end zone seats at the
football game.
2. Gloria and (she, her) have roomed together for three semesters.
3. Julius, Raymond, Phyllis, Jorge, and (them, they) all tried out for the school
debate team.
4. Your grandmother and (him, he) graduated from the same high school sixty
years ago.
5. She, her) and (him, he) have very different opinions on whether Miriam and
(me, I) should attend the anti-war rally on campus.
6. (They, them) and (us, we) always park in the same area of the dormitory
parking lot.
7. Britanny and (her, she) don’t look like sisters.
8. Your uncle and (him, he) gave me their tickets to Thursday’s art gallery
exhibition.
9. The other tourists in our group and (us, we) got on the wrong subway line and
ended up in East Manhattan when we wanted to go to downtown.
10. Whenever you and (them, they) want to play backgammon again, just let me
know.
__________________________________________________________________

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement
The purpose of pronouns is to replace words that would otherwise be repeated
needlessly. For example, the sentence, “John brought John’s art portfolio with John
to class,” sounds odd. Therefore, we use pronouns to make the sentence sound

159
normal: John brought his art portfolio with him to class.
Since a pronoun replaces another word, it needs to agree with that word - called its
antecedent - in number and gender. For example, in the previous paragraph, the
pronouns his and him replace the word John and agree with their antecedent because
like John, they are singular in number and masculine in gender.
The following rules will ensure that your pronouns agree with their antecedents.
1. The following pronouns are grouped according to their number and gender.
Singular masculine:
Singular feminine:
Singular neutral:
Plural:
Plural including self:

he, him, his, himself
she, her, hers herself
it, its, itself
they, them, their, theirs, themselves
we, us, our, ours, ourselves

(Note: The first-person singular pronouns I, me, my, mine and the second-person
singular/plural pronouns you, your, yours, yourself do not replace other words
and don't create pronoun -antecedent agreement problems.)
2. A pronoun always agrees with its antecedent - the word it replaces - in number
and gender. Number refers to singular or plural, and gender refers to masculine,
feminine, or neutral. For example, the antecedent Maria is singular and
feminine, so any pronouns that replace the word Maria must also be singular and
feminine: she, her, hers, herself.
Examples: (Antecedent is underlined and pronoun(s) are italicized.)
Sabrina brought her mother to college movie night. (The singular, feminine
pronoun her agrees with its singular, feminine antecedent “Sabrina.”)
Those maple trees lose their leaves early in September. (The plural pronoun their
agrees with its plural antecedent “trees.”)
The moon loses much of its luster as it descends towards the horizon. (The neutral
pronouns its and it agree with the singular, neutral antecedent “moon.”)
Vanessa and I ruined our concert tickets when we put them through the washing
machine. (The plural pronouns our and we agree with their plural antecedent
“Vanessa and I,” and the plural pronoun them agrees with its plural antecedent
“tickets.”)
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A pronoun should agree in number and gender with its antecedent. (The singular,
neutral pronoun its agrees with its singular, neutral antecedent “pronoun.”)
3. If an antecedent may be either singular masculine or feminine (e.g. person,
student, employee), use the pronouns he or she, his or her, or himself or herself
to replace it.
Examples:
If a person believes in himself or herself, he or she can weather bad times.
A student who does his or her best has nothing to be ashamed of.
Note: In essay writing, when continued use of he or she and himself or herself
seems awkward, you can alternate between the masculine and feminine singular
forms as is done throughout the text, or change singular antecedents to plural
(“Students do their best ...” instead of “A student does his or her best . . .”).
4. An indefinite pronoun - one, everyone, anyone, everybody, anybody, someone,
somebody, nobody - is always singular, so any pronoun that replaces it must also
be singular.
Examples:
Everyone on the girls’ volleyball team played her heart out tonight.
One of the rose bushes lost its blossoms because of the frost.
Everybody should bring his or her umbrella along on the hike.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 4.14
Fill in the blanks in each sentence with pronouns that agree with their antecedents.
Underline the antecedent(s) in each sentence.
Examples: Audrey and I seldom see our roommates on weekends.
The mother cat hid her newborn kittens behind the washing machine.
1. One of the barns in the area lost _________ tin roof when a tornado blew
through the valley.
2. New students need to have ______________ photos taken for
_______________ student ID cards.
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3. Regina and I brought __________ sleeping bags with ________ when
____________ lined up at 5:00 a.m. to get tickets to the Shakira concert at
the campus arena.
4. Fred treated _______________ to a double cheeseburger after
______________ survived five weeks on a meatless diet.
5. Everyone needs to park _________________ car in the south parking lot
since __________ is the only lot on campus not being repaved today.
6. The weather will be mild for the rest of the week, and __________ should
remain pleasant for most of the month.
7. Ralph and Freda bought ______________ computer at a discount warehouse,
and now that ___________ is having problems, _______________ have no
warranty to cover the cost of fixing ___________.
8. Amanda and Trevor don’t realize how large ________________
Newfoundland puppy will get, but _______________ will find out
for____________________ in the next six months.
9. One out of every five residents living along the river had to evacuate
_______________ home as the water rose from the heavy storm.
10. Azaleas will start losing _______________ blossoms if _________ don’t get
enough water, but _________________ leaves will start turning yellow if
_______________ get too much water.
_____________________________________________________________________

Editing Review
In the previous units, you have edited your drafts for errors involving run-on
sentences and comma splices, sentence fragments, irregular verb forms, comma usage,
and subject-verb agreement. Writers prone to such errors usually don’t eliminate
them overnight. For that reason, it is important to continue working on them, which
the review activities allow you to do.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 4.15
Proofread the following paragraphs for errors involving run-on sentences or comma
splices, sentence fragments, irregular verb forms, comma usage, and subject-verb
agreement, and correct all errors.
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Example
I get very sleepy during my biology lab after lunch, I can barely stay awake.
Sometimes my lab partners who is also my roommates has to nudge me. When I start
drifting off. I yawn the entire period and I have trouble keeping my mind on the lab
experiment we are doing.

Corrected
I get very sleepy during my biology lab after lunch, and I can barely stay awake.
Sometimes my lab partners, who are also my roommates, have to nudge me when I
start drifting off. I yawn the entire period, and I have trouble keeping my mind on the
lab experiment.
House Calls
In England today doctors actually still make house calls which is unheard of in
America. For example in London if you have a very bad stomach ache you call a
doctor. From a list of physicians that make house calls in your area. Within half an
hour a doctor will be at your doorstep, he will treat you at home unless your condition
requires hospitalization.
In America the house call are a thing of the past it happens very rarely and only in
the smallest towns. Americans who experience sudden onsets of pain sits endless
hours in emergency waiting rooms with other patients. Any person who has went
through the experience know how unpleasant it is, compare that experience to having
a doctor assist you in the privacy of your home.
Such comparisons with other health care systems have drove many Americans to
question our health care practices. London is just as big as New York City so why
can’t American doctors make house calls? It seems that in England the doctor-patient
relationship is different than in America. In England the doctor goes where he must
to serve the patient, in America, the patient goes where he must to see the doctor. In
England, the doctor is saw more as a public servant who serve the people, in
America, the doctor is saw more as an elite person who see the people when he is
available.
_____________________________________________________________________
Editing Activity 4.16
Proofread your latest draft for errors by applying the following “Editing Guidelines,”
and make the necessary corrections.
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Editing Guidelines
1. Check your sentences to make sure you haven’t run any sentences together or
put a comma between sentences instead of a period. Correct run-on sentences
or comma splices by separating longer sentence with periods and combining
shorter, related sentences with a joining word.
2. Check your draft for any sentence fragments: incomplete sentences with a
period after them. To correct fragments, attach them to the sentence they
belong with, or add words to make them complete.
3. Check your use of irregular verbs, making sure you have used the correct
irregular forms and spelled them correctly.
4. Check your comma usage, making sure you have inserted commas into your
sentences following the rules from Unit 2, and that you haven’t inserted
commas where they aren’t required.
5. Check the spelling of any word you are uncertain of, or run the spell check on
your word processing program, to eliminate any spelling errors.
6. Check your verbs in each sentence to make sure that they agree with their
subjects.
7. Check your pronouns in each sentence to make sure they agree with their
antecedents, and make sure you have used the correct subject pronoun forms.
Editing Activity 4.17
Exchange papers with a classmate, proofread each other’s drafts for errors, and make
any necessary corrections. Then write the final draft of your paper to share with
readers.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Writing Summary
To conclude the unit, you write a second issue-oriented paper, applying what you
have learned to this point in the text. The purpose of this assignment is to give you
more practice writing issue-oriented papers, to give you freedom to write more
independently, and to help you internalize what you are learning to apply to future
writing.

Writing Assignment
Select a second issue to write on that interests you and that people have different
viewpoints on. Select a topic that you are knowledgeable about and that you would
like to share with readers. Your issue may come from any field: sports, education,
politics, fashion, music, health, family, your particular college or community, and so
on.

Thesis Statement
Once you have selected a topic, consider how you feel about the issue, and generate a
thesis statement expressing your viewpoint, which you will support and develop in
the paper.
Sample Thesis Statement
Topic:
Thesis:

Testing in elementary schools
The overemphasis on testing in the elementary grades is hurting
students.

Supporting Your Thesis
Make a list of four or five potential supporting points for your thesis that you could
develop in a paper. In addition, list one or two opposing arguments and consider how
you might counter them.
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Sample Lists
Topic:
Thesis:

Testing in elementary schools
The overemphasis on testing in elementary schools is hurting
students.

Supporting Points:

Too much stress on children
Takes the fun out of school
Takes away from other important subjects
Equates getting an education with test scores

Opposing Arguments:

Testing is the only way to tell how students are performing.
(Counter - Testing is only one form of evaluation.)
Testing helps raise reading and math scores for most students.
(Counter - At what expense to the student?)

First Draft
Before beginning your first draft, decide on your reading audience for this paper - the
people that you would like to reach on this issue - and your purpose for writing to
them. In addition, decide on the best tone for the paper to further your purpose.
Sample Audience/Purpose/Tone
Topic:
Audience:
Purpose:
Tone:

Testing in elementary school
Local elementary school trustees
Convince trustees that current testing program is wrong and harmful
Respectful, firm

Write the first draft of your issue-oriented paper, and consider the following
guidelines.

First Draft Guidelines
1. In your opening paragraph, introduce your topic, create reader interest, and
include your thesis statement at or near the end of the paragraph.
2. Develop support for your thesis statement in your middle paragraphs. As a
general rule, develop each point in a separate paragraph, providing evidence
to substantiate each claim. Begin paragraphs with a topic sentence
expressing the main point of the paragraph. Towards the end of the middle
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paragraphs, introduce and counter one or two opposing arguments.
3. Conclude your paper in a manner that reinforces your thesis statement and
makes your purpose clear, whether it be to move readers to action, to keep
readers from acting, or to get them to rethink their viewpoint.
4. Keep your reading audience and purpose in mind as you write, and maintain
the tone that will help accomplish your purpose.
Sample First Draft (Audience - local elementary school trustees)
Grade-School Testing
When I went to elementary school, I remember having fun and doing a lot of different
things: working on art projects, putting on little plays, building an ant house and a
dinosaur diorama, and doing a lot of singing. Of course there was a lot of reading,
writing, spelling, and math, but the other things are what still stand out in my
mind. When I look at elementary school today, especially through the eyes of my
seven-year-old niece, I see a much different and much more somber place. Schools
have taken the fun out of learning and replaced it with testing and more testing. The
current testing program in our elementary district is taking the life out of school for
many students, and it needs to be changed.
My niece is a happy-go-lucky, fun child who loves to do anything creative.
However, her school experience is turning her into a worried, fretful little person. The
happy, creative child is still in there, and sometimes it still comes out, but for the most
part it has been replaced by someone who continually worries about her school work
and the tests that are always looming on the horizon. Those tests, and the tremendous
emphasis that the school and her teacher puts on them, create a lot of stress on young
children, and it’s not right. From everything that I have read, children learn best in a
non-stressful, supportive environment where they are not afraid to make mistakes or
try new things. That is the exact opposite from the learning environment that my
niece and her classmates are in. Mistakes and wrong answers are the worst thing in
the world, and the pressure they are feeling is bad for learning and I think bad for
young children.
Since teachers feel they must “teach to the test” in order to improve children’s test
scores and improve their own job security, the majority of the time in class is spent on
developing reading and math skills. Although such skills are important, the
overemphasis on improving them, and improving them in ways that improve
children’s test-taking abilities, takes away from other important areas. Teachers say
over and over that there isn’t enough time in the day to do everything, and that
“everything” that often gets left out includes art, music, history, and science. Instead
of using such subjects to help teach reading and math, they are often ignored as large
blocks of time are taken up for reading, math, and test-related activities. What kind of
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education are students getting when they are missing out on subjects that every child
should be exposed to regularly? What are we doing to children when we frustrate
their creative potential by ignoring the subjects that help to bring it out?
Speaking of creativity, the greatest minds in any field usually belong to the most
creative thinkers, whether they be famous scientists, musicians, teachers, architects,
or even politicians. Creative people know how to “think outside the box,” and are
able to go beyond what other people have done in their field or to look at things in
different ways. How does testing and teaching to the test develop children’s creative
side? And for some children, like my niece, their creativity is their greatest strength,
yet with all the emphasis on testing, they are not able to use it or allowed to let it
expand. It is like the schools have decided that children should only use one half of
their brain - the right side that fosters logical thinking, organization, and memory and let the left side die - the part that fosters creativity, problem solving, and original
thought. Schools seem determined to stunt the educational growth of children, and it
is a sad and unacceptable situation.
In today’s schools, children also equate education with testing. They get a warped
impression of what education should be like, and knowing nothing different, believe
that education should all be wrapped up in preparing for endless testing. They
become little test-taking automatons, believing that this is what education and school
is all about. They learn how to follow directions, do what they’re told, practice,
practice, practice, get rewarded for doing well, and feel awful for not doing so well.
This sounds like an educational system that belongs in a country like Communist
China where children are told what to think and what not to think, and they are raised
not to question anything: their government, their standard of living, their lives. This
is not an educational system for a free, democratic country like the US, where
children should learn to question, to explore, to challenge, and to think for
themselves.
School districts like ours feel that things are going well because test scores are
improving. How could they not improve when that is all that is emphasized in the
district? What’s surprising, or maybe not so surprising, is that the improvement is not
that dramatic considering that the entire curriculum is geared towards testing success.
When children learn in a sterile, test-oriented environment, all the fun and enjoyment
is taken away from learning, and children don’t learn as much or as fast as they could.
Beyond that, what do better test scores really mean? What do they say about a
child’s problem-solving ability, ability to work with other children, ability to come up
with new ideas, or ability to draw or sing or dance or build? Testing mines such a
narrow strip of a child’s potential learning ability that it provides a distorted view of
what a child is capable of doing, and it doesn’t help make a child more capable in
many important learning areas.
Of course, there is a need for some testing in schools, and if children are moved
from grade to grade without learning how to read, write, or compute, something is
wrong. So there is a place to evaluate the progress of every student, and testing is one
method of doing that. However, it should not be the major focus of every child’s
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education That focus should be on learning and on expanding a person’s knowledge
and on the creative processes and on learning by doing things and on making school a
place where children discover the joy in reading and writing, not to do better on some
test, but to make life-long readers and writers out of them.
Whenever I read an article about a particular teacher in the area receiving a
“teacher of the year” award, those teachers usually have some things in common: they
love teaching and children, they pass their enthusiasm on to their students, they are
creative and make learning fun, and their kids learn well from them. Never do I read
that these teachers do a great job of teaching to the test. Unfortunately, great teachers
become just as stunted as the children when they are required to raise test scores and
worry about little else. They lose their enthusiasm for teaching, and many of them
drop out of the profession. Other stay in and fight for what they believe is important
in education. Still others give in and do what they’re told, even when they know it’s
not right.
Pretty soon, perhaps a generation from now, all new teachers will be the products
of the test-taking educational system that they are teaching in, and they will teach like
they were taught and never question the system. If that is where we are headed,
education in our country, and in this school district, will be as dismal as in any
country where they are taught that thinking for themselves is bad.

Revision Guidelines
After setting your draft aside for awhile, begin the revision process by applying the
following guidelines to your draft. Make any changes you feel will improve the
paper, and include them in your second draft.
1. Reread your paper and reevaluate your thesis and support. On careful analysis,
have you taken a position on the issue that you feel is the most valid and
defensible? At this point, you are not obligated to retain your current thesis if on
reexamination and reflection, you are persuaded that a different or altered position
is more valid or makes more sense. If that is the case, revise your thesis and
support to reflect your change of mind.
2. Check your opening paragraph to make sure you have clearly introduced you
topic, created some interest for readers, and included your thesis statement. Is
there anything you can add or change to make your opening more effective?
3. Check your middle paragraphs to make sure that each paragraph relates to and
supports your thesis statement in some manner. In addition, make sure that
you have provided effective evidence to support each claim that you have
made, and that you have included one or two opposing arguments to your
thesis and countered them in some manner.
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4. Check your concluding paragraph to make sure that it provides readers with a
sense of completion, reinforces your thesis statement, adds something new
for readers, and makes your purpose clear.
5. Read each paragraph to see if there is anything you can add - an example, a
reason in support of your thesis, a specific detail or description, an
explanation, additional evidence for a claim - to make the paper more
interesting, informative, or complete.
6. Check your use of transitional wording to tie sentences and paragraphs
together. Add any transitions (e.g. first, second, also, in addition, finally,
therefore, however, etc.) that will help readers understand your ideas and how
they are related.
7. Check your paragraphing to make sure you have begun a new paragraph when
you move to something new in your paper: a different part, a different
reason, a new example, a different claim, new evidence. Divide overly long
paragraphs, and combine very short paragraphs containing related material.
8. Check the organization of your paper to see whether you have presented your
points in the most effective order, and reorder any paragraphs or sentences
that would fit better in another location.
9. Check the wording of each sentence, and revise sentences to make them
clearer, smoother, and more concise by eliminating unnecessary words or
phrases, rewording awkward or unclear sentences, and replacing
questionable word choices.
10. Read your paper to make sure that you have done everything you can to
accomplish your purpose, including establishing the best tone to influence
readers.

Sample Revised Draft (Audience - local elementary school trustees)
Grade-School Testing
When I went to elementary school, I remember having fun and doing a lot of different
things: working on art projects, putting on little small plays, building an ant house and
a dinosaur diorama, and doing a lot of singing. Of course there was a lot of reading,
writing, spelling, and arithmetic, but the other things I did are what still stand out in
my mind. When I look at elementary school today, especially through the eyes of my
seven-year-old niece, I see a much different, and much more somber place. Schools
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have taken the fun out of learning and replaced it with testing and more testing. The
current testing program in our elementary district is taking the life out of school for
many students, and it needs to be changed.
My niece is a happy-go-lucky, fun child who loves to do anything creative: draw,
paint, put on shows, build forts, or make up new games. However, her school
experience is turning her into a worried, fretful little person. The happy, creative child
is still in there, and sometimes it still comes out, but for the most part it has been
replaced by someone who continually a child who worries about her school work and
the constant testing that are always looming on the horizon. Those tests, and the
tremendous emphasis that the school and her teacher put on them, create a lot of stress
on young children, and it’s not right. From everything that I have read, children learn
best in a non-stressful, supportive environment where they are not afraid to make
mistakes or try new things. That is the exact opposite from the not the learning
environment that my niece and her classmates are in. Mistakes and wrong answers are
the worst thing in the world, and the pressure they are feeling is bad for learning and I
think bad for young children. can’t be good for them.
Since teachers feel they must “teach to the test” in order to improve children’s test
scores and improve their own job security, the majority of the time in class time is
spent on developing reading and math skills. Although such skills are important, the
overemphasis on improving them, and improving them in ways that improve to
increase children’s test-taking abilities test scores takes away from other important
areas subjects. Teachers say over and over that there isn’t enough time in the day to
do everything, and that “everything” that often gets left out includes which often
means that art, music, history, and science are largely ignored. Instead of using such
these subjects to help teach reading and math, they are often ignored as teachers
devote large blocks of time are taken up for to generic reading and math study, and to
test-related activities. What kind of education are students children getting when they
are missing out on subjects that every child should be exposed to regularly? What are
we doing to children when we frustrate their creative potential by ignoring the subjects
like art, music, and science that help to bring nurture it out?
Speaking of creativity, the greatest minds in any field usually often belong to the
most creative thinkers, whether they be famous scientists, musicians, teachers,
architects, or even politicians. Creative people know how to can “think outside the
box,” and are able to going beyond what other people have done in their field or to
looking at things in different ways from different perspectives. How does testing and
teaching to the test based on testing develop a children’s child’s creative side? And
for some children, like my niece, their creativity is their greatest strength, yet with all
the emphasis on testing, they are not seldom able to use it or allowed to let it expand
their ability. It is like the Have schools have decided that children should only use
one half of their brain - the right left side that fosters logical, ordered thinking
organization, and memory - and let the left right side die, the part that which fosters
creative, intuitive thought, just die? creativity, problem solving, and original
thought. Schools seem determined to stunt the educational growth of children,
perhaps unintentionally, and but it is a sad and unacceptable terrible situation.
In today’s schools, children also equate education with testing. They get a warped
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impression of what education should be like is, and knowing nothing different, believe
that education should all be wrapped up in preparing for means endless testing and
preparation. They become little test-taking automatons, believing that this is what
education and because that is what their education is all about. They learn how to
follow directions, do what they’re told, practice practice, practice for the test, get
rewarded for doing well, and feel awful for not doing so well when they don’t. This
sounds like an educational system that belongs in a country like Communist China,
where children are told what to think and what not to think, and they are raised not to
question anything: their government, their education, their standard of living, their
lives, or their future. This is not an educational system that for a free, democratic
country like the US, where children should learn to question, to explore, to challenge,
and to think for themselves.
School districts like ours feel that things are going well because student test scores
are improving. How could they not improve when that is all that is the only thing
emphasized in the district? What may be surprising, or maybe not so surprising, is
that the improvement is not that dramatic. considering that the entire curriculum is
geared towards testing success. When children learn in a sterile, test-oriented
environment, all the fun and enjoyment is taken away from they lose the joy for
learning, and children don’t learn as much or as fast as they could. Beyond that, what
do better test scores really mean? What do they say about a child’s children’s
problem-solving ability to solve problems, ability to work with other children, ability
to come up with new interesting or unique ideas, ability or to draw, or sing, or dance,
or build? Testing mines covers such a narrow strip range of a child’s potential
children’s learning ability that it provides a distorted view of doesn’t reflect what a
child they are capable of doing, and it doesn’t or help them make a child more
capable in many important learning areas. develop skills and abilities that the tests
don’t measure.
Of course, there is a need for some testing in schools, and if children are shuttled
from grade to grade without learning how to read, write, or compute, something is
wrong. So There is a place to evaluate the progress of every student, and testing is
one method of doing that. However, it should not be the major focus of every child’s
education. That focus should be on learning, and on expanding a person’s children’s
knowledge, and on nurturing their creative processes creativity, and on learning by
doing things and on making school a place where having children discover the joy in
reading and writeing, not to do better on some test, but to make life-long readers and
writers out of them.
Whenever I read an article about a particular teachers in the area receiving a
“teacher of the year” award, those teachers they usually have some things in common.
They love teaching and children, they pass on their enthusiasm on to their students,
they are creative and make learning fun, and their kids students learn well from them.
Never do I read that these teachers do a great job of teaching to the test.
Unfortunately, great teachers can become just as stunted as their children students
when they are required to raise test scores and ignore everything else. worry about
little else. They lose their enthusiasm for teaching, and many of them drop out of the
profession. Others stay in on and fight for what they believe is important in education,
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and still others give in and do what they’re told, even when they know it’s not right.
Pretty soon, perhaps a generation from now,
Before too many years, if nothing changes, all many new teachers will be the
products of the test-taking educational system that they are teaching in, and, sadly,
they will teach like they were taught and never question the system. If that is where
we are headed, education schools in our country, and in this school district, will be as
a dismal as in any country where are taught that thinking for themselves is bad. place
for any child. This school district, and this board, have the power to bring greater
meaning and purpose to education than the current test program provides. At stake is
the education and well-being of every child in the district, and our children deserve
much better than they are getting.

Editing Guidelines
Proofread your latest draft for errors by applying the following guidelines, and make
the necessary corrections. Then write the final, error-free draft of your paper.
1. Check your sentences to make sure you haven’t run any sentences together or
put a comma between sentences instead of a period. Correct run-on or
comma splice sentences by separating longer sentence with periods and
combining shorter, related sentences with a joining word.
2. Check your draft for any sentence fragments: incomplete sentences with a
period after them. To correct fragments, attach them to the sentence they
belong with, or add words to make them complete.
3. Check your use of irregular verbs, making sure you have used the correct
irregular forms and spelled them correctly.
4. Check your comma usage, making sure you have inserted commas into your
sentences following the rules from Unit 2, and that you haven’t inserted
commas where aren’t required.
5. Check the spelling of any word you are uncertain of, or run the spell check on
your word processing program, to eliminate any spelling errors.
6. Check your verbs in each sentence to make sure that they agree with their
subjects.
7. Check your pronouns in each sentence to make sure they agree with their
antecedents, and that you are using the correct subject pronoun forms.
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Readings
Global Weirding: Climate Change
by Thomas Friedman
(From Hot, Flat, and Crowded)
There have been many warning signs telling us that we have entered into a new era of
climate change. Scientists point to substantial data - changes in global average
temperature, rising sea levels, quickening glacial melt - indicating that man’s activities
are affecting the course of Mother Nature in unsettling ways. Among scientists, there
is no question that global warming is a reality, that man is responsible, and that there
could be dire world-wide consequences if we don’t reduce the atmospheric emissions
that are causing it.
The climate-change deniers come in three basic varieties: those paid by fossil fuel
companies to deny that global warming is a serious human-caused problem; a small
minority of scientists on the fringe who have looked at he data and concluded for
different reasons that the rapid and extensive increase in greenhouse gas emissions is
not a major threat to the planet's livability; and. finally, those American conservatives
who simply refuse to accept the reality of climate change because they hate the
solution: more government regulation and intervention. The net effect of all their
writings, though, has been to throw into question the certainty that humans are causing
dangerous climate change and to leave the impression that any assertion that human
actions are changing the climate is merely a political opinion, not a scientific fact
Because A1 Gore, a liberal politician, became the first most prominent voice for
the threat of climate change, it was easy for the climate-change deniers and skeptics to
insinuate that this was not a debate between science and politics, but between politics
and politics. At the same time, some normally attentive environmentalists were slow
to take up the climate-change issue in terms of its full potential global and human
impact. In addition, the American media largely adopted the view of the climatechange deniers that climate change was a political issue, not a scientific reality, that it
had two sides to it, and that, in effect, nothing about it was certain.
But this is not politics. That the climate changes naturally over time is settled
science. That the climate is now changing in unusual ways against the backdrop of
long-term natural variation is accepted by nearly everybody. There’s a very strong
understanding among knowledgeable scientists that humans are responsible through
industrial activities for most of what's unusual about the current pattern of climate
changes. Yet many in the media have treated climate change as if every point were
still in doubt and the expert community were divided down the middle on it. As
George Monbiot, a British environmental activist and writer noted, the climate deniers
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took full advantage of the media's instinct to give "balanced" coverage to any
controversial issue and used it to put doubts in many people's minds. "They didn't
have to win the argument to succeed," Monbiot said of the climate deniers, "only to
cause as much confusion as possible."
So A1 Gore stepped into this vortex, using his celebrity and political authority to
draw global attention to the catastrophic potential of climate change. Because Gore,
not some celebrity scientist, was the messenger, and because he presented his facts in
an intentionally alarming way to get maximum attention, enormous time and energy
have gone into debating about A1 Gore rather than what is certain about changes in
our climate system. That debate has diverted far too much public discussion from the
current reality, which is that not only is the climate changing because of human
activities, but that there is also mounting evidence that it is changing considerably
faster than even the most worried clirnatologists were predicting three or four years
ago, and that the change may unfold in an even more unmanageable and disruptive
manner than they expected.
Consider just one of the assessments that came out in 2009 - a study released by
MITs Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change. It quietly updated
its Integrated Global System Model, which tracks and predicts climate change from
1861 to 2100. "In our more recent global model simulations," the study explained,
"the ocean heat-uptake is slower than previously estimated, the ocean uptake of carbon
is weaker, feedbacks from the land system as temperature rises are stronger,
cumulative emissions of greenhouse gases over the century are higher, and offsetting
cooling from aerosol emissions is lower.”
No one of these effects is very strong on its own, and even adding each separately
together would not fully explain the higher temperatures. But rather than interacting
additively, the study continues, “these different effects appear to interact
multiplicatively, with feedbacks among the contributing factors, leading to the
surprisingly large increase in the chance of much higher temperatures.” There,
wrapped in the sober language of a policy study, is an alarming fact: the climate is
changing even more rapidly than the experts thought.
Alarming, but not surprising. After all, almost every day now there is a story in the
newspaper that tells us of something unusual happening, something outside the normal
variability of the climate. The heat wave in Europe in July-August 2003 - when it was
consistently over 100 degrees Fahrenheit - killed 35,000 people, concluded John
Holdren, the Harvard University climate expert who is now serving President Obarna's
science adviser. "That heat wave was estimated as one-in-a-hundred-year event,” said
Holdren. “Before we started fiddling with the climate, it was considered a one-in-250year event. What the models now show is that by 2050 it will be a one-in-two-year
event and by 2070 it will be an unusually cool summer in Europe.”
A decade ago, people were thinking that at worst, the Arctic summer sea ice would
be entirely gone by 2070, said Holdren. A few radical pessimists said 2040. And now
people say it could all be gone in just a few years. No wonder: In the summer of 2007,
warm temperatures melted so much Arctic sea ice that stretches of the Arctic Ocean
that had never been fully navigable by ship were made so. The Northwest Passage was
free for the first time in recorded history, enabling ships to pass through.
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The Associated Press published the following story apropos of this unprecedented
and unexpected event: “An already relentless melting of the Arctic greatly accelerated
this summer, a warning sign that some scientists worry could mean global warming
has passed an ominous tipping point. One even speculated that summer sea ice would
be gone in five years. Greenland's ice sheet melted nearly 19 billion tons more than
the previous high mark, and the volume of Arctic sea ice at summer's end was half
what it was just four years earlier.”
Despite the overwhelming evidence that man-created global warming is wreaking
havoc on the environment, the climate-change deniers want us to believe that our
business as usual could still lead to business as usual. They want us to believe that we
are playing with dice that can come up only somewhere between two and twelve, with
two being no climate change and twelve being the wild, crazy, outside possibility that
something Al Gore said might come true.
Sorry, boys, but these are Mother Nature’s dice. They are twenty-sided, thirtysided, even sixty-sided dice. They might come up sixty, and there are some increasing
indications they may. According to physicist and former assistant secretary in the
Department of Energy under President Clinton, “The only important holes left in the
science of climate change are whether climate change will be ‘serious’ or
‘catastrophic,’ and whether we will reach that point sooner or later.”
When we were idealistic kids, some of us aspired to change the world when we
grew up. Well guess what? We did. Now how do we change it back?
Questions for Discussion
1. What is the thesis of the essay?
2. What are the supporting points for the thesis, and how convincing are they?
How does the author substantiate his claims?
3. What opposing arguments are presented, and how effectively are they refuted?
4. Based on the essay and your own knowledge, do you agree that man-made global
warming is a reality and a serious problem?
5. If you accept the author’s thesis, what, if anything, can individuals like ourselves
do to help solve the problem?
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Hip-Hop's Negative Impact on Kids
by Gary 'The G-Man' Toms
As a professional club DJ dating back to the infamous Studio 54 period, I have seen a
number of groups come and go over the years. Many of the groups, like Tavares, KC
and the Sunshine Band, The Village People, and The Rolling Stones are still selling
out concerts to this day. Do you know why? It's because the music they made was fun,
harmless and made you feel good. Sadly, the last 20 years has seen a negative shift in
music, and some disturbing events have occurred as a result.
Hip-hop music became popular in the mid-to-late 70's because of DJ's like Afrika
Bambata, Kool Herc and Grandmaster Flash. It was because of the enormous
popularity of Run DMC that rap crossed over on the music charts and radio stations all
over the world. The music was fun and harmless, but the 90's would change all of that
with the introduction of gangster rap. DJ Jazzy Jeff and The Fresh Prince, UTFO,
Curtis Blow and Biz Markie were no longer accepted in the rap game when the
national anthem for hip-hop became Onyx's "Throw Ya Guns in the Air.” The
glorification of the thug, and all it encompassed, became the standard by which all
rappers were judged, and many African-American communities, and eventually the
suburbs, began to pay a heavy price.
Anyone who thinks there isn't a direct link between gangster rap, thug behavior and
the problems that exist in inner city neighborhoods across this nation is misguided.
You can take the position that many problems are the result of bad parenting, singleheaded households or a lack of respect by today’s youth, but the fact is we live in a
visual era, and kids are affected by visual images more than anything else.
If kids see some big rap star on MTV or BET with expensive cars, gorgeous, halfnaked women, expensive jewelry and living the thug lifestyle, they are going to want
to be just like them. If it appears that anyone can make a billion dollars in the rap
industry, as is so often projected, they are going to take a shot at it. Moreover, if their
attempts to get a record deal never materialize, they may decide to take it to the next
level and become a "true player for real" by getting into the drug game in order to live
the "Big Willie Style" that is so often projected in music videos. What they don't
realize is that today's rap star may very well be tomorrow's welfare recipient or prison
inmate. It has happened to a number of hip-hop artists who were highly regarded at
one time.
Too many kids are growing up without a decent education because they are
dropping out to pursue a record deal, live a thug lifestyle, or become a drug kingpin in
order to "get paid." Communities and generations of youth are suffering because of the
negative visualizations, ignorant hip-hop stars and record company executives,
producers, and urban contemporary mediums like BET and New York's HOT 97, who
promote all the negative rap. How can they say they support positive images of
African-Americans while playing songs like "Me and My Bitch" and videos that
glorify thugs, drugs and humping on rugs. I have a real problem with six and sevenyear-olds walking down the street calling each other “nigger” and cursing worse than
a sailor on weekend leave. They do this because of the images they see and the music
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they have easy access to. "Keeping it real" should not come at the expense of our
communities or our children.
If many of the influential artists like 50 Cent or The Game stressed the importance
of education and kids working towards their diplomas or degrees, they would be less
likely to leave school. The record company executives aren't interested in education,
they're interested in sales and profit. Moral responsibility and community be damned
as far as they're concerned. No one in the industry cares about the negative impact of
rap music on kids.
The industry is also guilty of robbing the cradle. More and more emphasis is being
placed on younger performers. Several years ago, I heard a rap group from Britain was
being exported to the U.S., and the members were between seven and eight years of
age! Before you know it, some label will have two infants on stage wearing Pampers
laced with company logos lip synching some rap song.
I can understand the American message that anyone can have success in this
country, but the problem is that you run the risk of having many inner-city kids
casting off education to pursue entertainment gigs. Not that these careers are
necessarily bad, but for each success story there are a thousand failures, not a good
ratio.
Moreover, having dangerous, degrading rap images thrust into their faces twentyfour hours a day, many kids want to become that image. In the process, they lose all
perspective of who they are, what they really need and want, and what they believe in.
Some kids are educated enough to separate the two worlds, allowing them to pursue a
positive course. Unfortunately, far too many minority kids are not making the
distinction, and they are falling into traps and filling our jails to capacity.
I have worked with young talent as a producer. I had strict guidelines for my
artists, and these same guidelines should be adopted by the industry. No artist should
be signed until they have obtained a high school diploma, GED or some type of
technical training degree, and they should be at least 18-years-old. There is an
overflow of artists that are too young, too ignorant and too greedy to make clear,
conscious and sound decisions regarding their careers. The people who manage them
couldn’t care less because all they are interested in is making money, and as soon as
sales start to drop, the label drops them. Translation: if you don't have an education or
a trade to back you up, you're screwed.
I am not trying to crush anyone's dream. I encourage you to pursue a career in the
music industry if that is what you truly want to do. However, I suggest that you make
sure to have the education credentials to equip yourself for whatever you may face in
the business and that you don’t add to the corrupting music that is flooding the
country. The music industry is sending a dangerous message to our young people, and
I believe it will only get worse. As a deejay, I only play old school hip-hop, disco,
underground dance and house music. I refuse to spin anything that degrades my race
or anyone in society. That should be the standard for the music industry and every rap
artist.
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Questions for Discussion
1. What is the thesis of the essay?
2. What evidence does the essay provide in support of its thesis, and how effective is
it?
3. What opposing arguments are presented, and how effectively are they refuted?
4. Based on the essay and your own experience, do you agree with the author’s
thesis? What impact, if any, do you feel the type of hip-hop music the author
objects to has on today’s youth?
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